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Puzzled akout what to give this Christmas? 


PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY, of course 


The official magazine of your Church will make a perfect 
gift for new neighbors who've joined your church, members 
of the chapel outpost where you’re working, shut-in friends, 
college students, all your church friends. 


The Survey will send a Christmas gift card to each of those 
for whom you send a gift subscription. Your name will be 
signed to this card with an appropriate Christmas wish. If 
any recipient of your gift is already subscribing to the 
* magazine your gift will automatically renew that sub- 


scription when it expires. 


Say Merry Christmas this year with a gift that will be deeply ap- 
preciated by all church members. 


$2.00 per year $1.75 in clubs of five or more 
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Just Use Me 


I am the Bible. 

I am God’s wonderful Library. 

I make known to all Him who is the Truth. 

To the weary pilgrim, I am a good, strong Staff. 

To the one who sits in black gloom, I am glorious 
Light. 

To those who stoop beneath heavy burdens, I am 
sweet Rest. 

To him who has lost his way, I am a safe Guide. 

To those who have been hurt by sin, I am healing Balm. 

To the discouraged, I whisper a glad message of Hope. 

To those who are distressed by the storms of life, | am 
an Anchor, sure and steadfast. 

To those who suffer in lonely solitude, I am as a cool, 
soft Hand resting on a fevered brow. 

Oh, child of man, to best defend me, just use me. 

—Selected. 


Universal Bible Sunday, December 9 
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A King James Bible, 1611 edition, which is property of the Histori- 

cal Foundation in Montreat, North Carolina. Spelling in this Bible 

| is greatly different from that in King James Bibles published today. 
This Bible was published by Robert Barker in London. 
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You Will Be 


Interested In 


e The special Christmas material in 
this issue. Missionaries from over the 
world have brought us accounts of 
how Christmas is celebrated abroad. 
Pictures show us how artists of old 
have portrayed the Christmas story. 
Miss See’s appealing story, “The 
Handmaid of the Lord,” steps right 
out of Bible days, while the article 
on church choirs and Christmas music 
brings the Christmas celebration right 
to your own church. 


e The Joy Gift and Mrs. MacLeod’s 
thoughts about it expressed in “Freely 
Ye Have Received.” 


e “Miracle?” a true story about a 
man in Mississippi, told in unforget- 
table fashion by Kathleen Oliver 
Puryear. 


e Wayne A. Meeks’ appeal to the 
Church, ““et’s Consider the Students,” 
on Student Night this year and 
throughout the year. 


e All the news stories in this issue 
of Survey, and especially the pictures 
from the opening of the Dallas Book 


Store, one of the South’s most modern’ 


stores. 


e The views of a former Roman 
Catholic, now a Presbyterian minister, 
as he thinks about “Our Protestant 
Heritage.” 


e One way to revitalize the work 
of your church and to enlist the help 
and assistance of newer members, de- 
scribed in Dubose McLane’s article, 
“Have a Seminar!” 


e Our cover picture—Miurillo’s “Vir- 


gin and Child.” See pages 8-11. 
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A Christmas Story 








AM ELIZABETH, a woman of Israel. 

Tonight the moonlight lies peacefully on the 
Judean hills—on Jerusalem, and the Temple which I 
visited again today; and peace lies on my heart. To- 
night a new and fuller happiness has come to me 
through the words of a little girl; just as nearly ten 
years ago God saved me from despair and bitterness 
through the words of an old woman. 

On that other day, Zacharias, my husband, had 
gone to Jerusalem to serve in the Temple; and I had 
gone with him to pray. I was as Rachel weeping for 
her children, but mine were the children who had 
never been. Gone was my girlhood ambition to be 
the mother of the Messiah. My prayer now was only 
that my husband and I might not be childless forever. 
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Ryn MAID 


OF THE 
LORD 


By Katharine Allyn See 


illustrated by Robert A. Stratton 


As I prayed, weeping, a hand was laid on my head. 
Bending over me was an old woman whom I knew 
to be Hannah, called the Prophetess, one of the few 
in our doubting age who still hope to see the 
Redeemer of Israel. 

“Daughter!” she said compassionately, “I know 
what you are asking. I have seen many women bring- 
ing their tears and supplications to this House, since 
that day so long ago when I poured out my soul in 
bitterness, praying the prayer of my long-ago name- 
sake, Hannah. If only I might say to you, as Eli said 
to her, ‘Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant 
thee thy petition. 1 cannot make that promise. But 
I can say to you, ‘May He grant you His peace.’ ” 

She continued to speak quietly to me until I grew 
calm, then waited beside me in comforting silence. 
As the time drew near for me to rejoin Zacharias to 
return to our home, I tried to thank her for her 
goodness and her understanding. I remember her 
parting words: “We are all bound together in the 
bundle of life. What I have given you, you must give 
to another. Once I prayed that I might be the mother 
of the Messiah; now I pray only that my eyes may 
see Him. But if it shall serve God’s purpose to delay 
His coming, still I am content. We who hope must 
build the King’s highway, and none of us can do 
that alone. I lay one stone, and you, another. If I 
can strengthen ‘the heart of some young man with 
this message, then he is truly my son; if I can com- 
fort your heart, you are my daughter.” 




















From that day I followed the example and the 
counsel of the old prophetess, and our home has 
seldom been without the laughter of children. 
Zacharias and I have many nephews and nieces and 
young cousins, and they and the children of our 
neighbors are made w elcome. Some who are poor 
we have helped to clothe and educate; to some who 
were lonely and misunderstood, we have given love 
and patience. 

But of all the children in whose lives we have a 
share, the one dearest to both our hearts is sleepin 
tonight under our roof. Childlike and lighthearted as 
she is, sometimes she astonishes us with her flashes of 
understanding, and when I see her playing with the 
smaller children, I think what a wise and tender 
mother she will make. Our home is happiest when 
Mary, my little cousin, comes from Nazareth in 
Galilee. © 

Today she had the excitement of her first visit to the 
Holy City and to the House of God. Zacharias took 
pleasure i in answering her eager questions with stories 
from the history of Israel, in pointing out the ancient 
landmarks by the roadside and in the city, and in 
explaining the meaning of the temple service. She 
was tired but very happy as toward evening we 
started to leave for our home. 

As we were passing through the temple porch, I 
caught sight of old Hannah, and I had a sudden fancy 
that our little maid should receive her blessing. Mary 
was greatly awed by Hannah’s age and by her holi- 
ness, and I could see that the old prophetess was 
pleased with the child as she gave her blessing gladly. 

My earlier meeting w ith the old woman was 
brought back vividly to me, and I spoke of it during 
the long walk to our village. Mary listened gravely, 
though it was not a story which a child could fully 
understand. The reference to the other Hannah of 
long ago and her prayer for a son caught her in- 
terest, so Zacharias recited for her the whole story as 
it is written in the Holy Book. Some of the words 
from the mother’s song of joy she repeated after him, 
and a little later I heard her murmuring them to 
herself: 


ae 


My heart rejoiceth in the Lord... 
The bows of the mighty men are broken, 
And they that stumbled are girded with strength.” 


An hour ago the night seemed colder, and I won- 
dered whether Mary had cover enough. As I bent 
over her, she caught my hand. 

“Cousin Elizabeth, may I ask you a question?” 

I seated myself beside ‘her. “Yes, Mary?” 

She sat up, and the moonlight touched her face. 

“Cousin Elizabeth, P’'ve been thinking about the 
old prophetess and her blessing and about the story 
you told of how she comforted you and most of all 
about the story Cousin Zacharias told of the other 


Hannah. I like that part about ‘My heart rejoiceth in 
the Lord’—I think I'll always remember that. 

“But I just thought of some other words in the 
story, ‘Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight, 
Hannah said that to Eli, but oughtn’t she to have said 
it to God? When she gave her son to God, wasn’t 
she God’s handmaid?’ 

“Yes.” I answered, “so she was—God’s hand- 
maid.” 

“And our Hannah, who is living now, when she 
prays in the Temple, and when she teaches people, 
and comforts people—is she God’s handmaid?” 

“Our Hannah, too.’ 

She was silent for a little; then she spoke, quickly 
and shyly, “And you, too, Cousin Elizabeth. Yes, 
you! Because you were brave and happy instead of 
stay ing sad and disappointed. And because you're an 
extra mother to so many of us, and teach us, and 
make us better, and understand us. Why, you know, 
I think I could always tell you anything that troubled 
me. You’re God’s handmaid, too.’ 

For a moment I could not speak. Then I asked, 
“And you, Mary? What will you do?” 

She caught her breath, and in the soft light I 
could see her smile. 

“Why, I can be God’s handmaid, too, can’t I? 
What do you suppose He will want me to do? Will 
it be hard?” 

At that moment, if I could, I would have shielded 
her from anything hard, from anything that would 
bring pain. But then I knew that this would be a 
woman who could bear much, who could do much, 
and that my part would be to help her to be that 
woman. I rose and bent over her. She lay back, and 
I covered her warmly. She added softly, “It may be 
something too w onderful to guess. But if I do what- 
ever He wants, I can be the handmaid of the Lord, 
too, can’t I? Thank you, Cousin Elizabeth, for help- 
ing me to understand.” 

The moonlight lies on the Judean hills, and my 
heart is content. It may be that I shall go softly all 
my years. Yet I am bound in the bundle of life with 
a mother of long ago; with an old woman praying 
now in the darkened court of the Temple; with a 
woman-child sleeping beneath my roof; and—some- 
how, perhaps far off—with the Promised One of 
Israel. 
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A CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE 


for the Family 


(With a little preparation, this service 
can be adapted to fit any size family. 
Each person taking part should read 
his part over at least once. The father 
or mother should probably take the 
part of the worship leader, and other 
parts of the worship can be assigned 
to other family members. The hymns 
may be recited instead of sung if 
preferred.) 


Worship Leader: 


At last, the Christmas rush is over! 
Many preparations for this day have 
been made—Christmas cards have 
been written; Christmas presents have 
been distributed; Christmas decora- 
tions have been put up—but for us 
there’s still a question we ought to 
face. Have we prepared for Christmas 
as Christians? Now, of course, it is 
appropriate for a Christian to remem- 
ber friends and family with cards and 
presents at Christmas, but we ought 
to ask ourselves as a family one more 
question—have we prepared our home 
to receive the Christ child today? We 
have spent a great deal of time and 
money in getting ready for Christmas, 
but have they prepared us to cele- 
brate God’s gift to us? The Scripture 
says, “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” Maybe we haven’t thought 
of that as a Christmas verse before, 
but it tells the real Christmas story. 
Let’s remember it now as we read 
what the Gospel of Luke tells us 
about how God gave His only be- 
gotten Son. 


Reader: 


“And she brought forth her first- 
born son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7.) 





*Copyreader, Board of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Virginia. 
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By Nan Scott* 


All: 

“Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His 
sweet head; 

The stars in the sky looked down 
where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the 
hay.” 


Reader: 


“And there were in the same coun- 
try shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger. And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and say- 
ing, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” (Luke 2:8-14.) 


All: 


“It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth, 

To touch their harps of gold: 

‘Peace on the earth, good will to 
men, 

From heaven’s all-gracious King’: 

The world in solemn stillness lay, 

To hear the angels sing.” 


Reader: 


“And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said one to 
another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us. And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and 


Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. And when they had seen it, 
they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this 
child. And all they that heard it 
wondered at those things which were 
told them by the shepherds. But Mary 
kept all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told unto them.” 
(Luke 2:15-20.) 


All: 
“O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray.” 


Worship Leader: 


Lord Jesus, come down to us and 
bless our hearts with Thy presence. 


All: 


“Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today.” 


Worship Leader: 

Take from us all selfish thoughts, 
and let us be full of Thy love. As 
Thou wast born in Bethlehem long 
ago, God’s gift to all men, be born 
in our hearts, that we may show forth 
Thy love. 


All: 
“We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel.” 


Worship Leader: 

Father, we thank Thee for the glad 
tidings of Jesus’ birth. As the home 
of Joseph and Mary was blessed by 
the Christ child, may our home be 
blessed with the knowledge of a liv- 
ing Saviour, who is with us always. 
We pray that each member of our 
family may feel His abiding love. 
Help us to receive Thy gift worthily, 
and in all our festivities to bring gifts 
of loving and thankful hearts to Jesus. 
In His name we pray. Amen. 
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An African Christmas carol. 


By Mary B. Crawford* 


T WAS Christmas afternoon, and 

I was enjoying a walk through the 
nearby village, only a few city blocks 
away from the Mission Station, when 
I came upon a little group of people 
sitting on mats on the ground and 
raptly listening to a miniature 

“preacher” standing before them with 
an open Bible in his hand. With the 
other hand he was making the gestures 
which he had seen the missionary 
make when he stood up to preach. 
Strangely enough as I squatted down 
behind them only a few of them real- 
ized that I was there and turned their 
heads to look in my direction. 

The little “preacher” was speaking 
of the greatest gift of all, God’s Son 
to bring salvation and peace and joy 
to a sinful world. He told the old, old 
story most dramatically, emphasizing 
the poverty of Joseph and Mary and 
the hardships of their journey to 
Bethlehem, the amazing appearance 
of the angels to the shepherds in the 
cold of the night, and the still more 
amazing (so he said) coming of the 
kings to visit the humble Child. 


*Educational-evangelistic missionary in Lulua- 
bourg, Africa. 
















Americos Christmas 


Can you imagine the joy a 
fourteen-year-old cripple ex- 
periences when he attends his 
first Christmas service? 


A MERICO is a Brazilian boy four- 


teen years old who has never 


" ‘eentltalie Missionary, Alfenas, Brazil. 


12 


By A. L. Davis* 


walked a step. When he was a baby 
he had an attack of spinal meningitis 
which left his head and body de- 
formed and his legs limp and help- 
less. His parents love him dearly and 
have done all they can for him. But 
they are poor and have to provide 
for themselves and his three sisters, 
all younger than he, so they have 
been unable to do a great deal for 


him. Since he has not been able to 
walk, of course he has never gone to 
school, and his parents not being able 
to provide a private teacher for him, 
he has never learned to read and 
write. They have bought him a small 
radio, which helps to relieve the 
tedium and loneliness of his long days 
as a shut-in. 

Last year lay-evangelist Waltrudes 
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Then, with a great flourish, he 
turned and motioned behind the 
nearest houses. Out came Joseph, 
leading a very human donkey—two 
boys, one walking backwards and the 
other forwards with arms clasped 
about each other’s backs so that a 
very weary Mary could ride on the 
back of this donkey. The innkeeper 
was very gruff in his denial of room 
to them, but softened a bit when he 
offered them the stable where three 
goats and two sheep were tethered. 
Then came the shepherds from be- 
hind another house guiding their 
sheep and lambs (small boys and 
girls) who were hard to keep in the 
herd and who bleated at the right 
moments, and in wonder knelt before 
the manger throne. 

When these were gone, the three 
“kings” came arrayed in bright cloths 
which they had borrowed from their 
mothers, and with crowns made of 
leaves with flowers as jewels in them, 
and they offered their gifts. 

While they still knelt, the little 
“preacher” stepped again before his 
congregation and very solemnly asked 
them to give their hearts to the 
Christ, King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, as the three kings had given 
their gifts. One woman and three 
children rose and went forward, and 
he clasped their hands and then 
prayed over them. He and the actors 
of this most dramatic event in all 
history were none of them over 
twelve years of age. 








Emrich heard of him and went to 
visit with him. This visit led to others 
in which he was accompanied by sev- 
eral members of the young people’s 
society of the local congregation, who 
helped Sr. Waltrudes with the sing- 
ing of hymns and the telling of Gos- 
pel stories, which delighted Americo 
very much. 
(Continued on page 14) 


DECEMBER, 1951 


How J Celebrated Christmas 
By Margaret Archibald* 


Just this week I had a new Christmas experience. A stranger came to 
see me—a very serious-minded girl who works in a yarn factory. She had 
been attending church for a few months and came with her Testament, 
which was a gift to her from one of my young Japanese Christian friends. 
She had never heard the Christmas story, and I watched the wonder in her 
face as we read from the Gospels of Luke and Matthew and she looked at 
the pictures of what happened that first Christmas. It was like Christmas 
taking place in autumn to be the first one to tell her the Good News of 
great joy. 


*Missionary to Japan. 





While American children watch eagerly for Santa Claus, Korean orphans, sheltered 
in a school building, wait wistfully for the one who will bring some food, and a 
little sense of being cared for. 


Christmas in ‘Korea 


By Margaret Pritchard* 


HRISTMAS in Korea centers around the church. There are Christmas 

programs in churches and Christian schools. Their Biblical pageants are 
very interesting with the Oriental interpretation. But the part of the Christ- 
mas celebration that most impresses us is the caroling. Christmas Eve those 
who are to participate in the caroling frequently spend the night at the 
church following a Christmas program. They usually begin singing about 
two a.m. and continue until daybreak. This singing of the familiar carols 
by group after group as they come to the mission compound during the 
early morning hours is a lovely way to be awakened on Christ’s Birthday. 

Christmas Day the church rather than the home is the center of in- 
terest. There is no exchanging of gifts. A worship service or Christmas 
program is held. In many churches there is an offering for the poor that is 
distributed by the church officers Christmas afternoon. 

In our Mission Hospital we have a program each year for the children 
of the staff with a tree and a simple gift for each one. You can imagine how 
happy this makes them when they have so little to brighten their lives. 

But to the non-Christian masses, except as they learn about it from the 
Christians, Christmas is just another day. 


*Missionary to Korea. 
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Americo's Christmas 


(Continued from page 13) 


When it was possible, the mis- 
sionary visited him too, taking him 
out for an occasional car ride. You 
can imagine his great pleasure at 
getting out and riding around town 
and over the countryside after so 
many years as a shut-in. He enjoyed 
being taken to church and Sunday 
school too. But the outing that he en- 
joyed most of all was the Christmas 
service to which the missionary took 
him. He had looked forward to it 


for some time and was reminded of 
it daily because his sisters were help- 
ing on the program, learning their 
parts at home, and going to the 
preaching hall for rehearsals. 

At last the day and hour arrived 
for the service. Americo, his parents, 
and sisters were eagerly awaiting the 
car at their tiny residence on the out- 
skirts of town. Arriving at the hall, 
they found that a large crowd had 
already gathered, so that the inner 
room, where it was necessary to set 
up the Christmas tree, was already 
filled, every seat being occupied. 


Americo had to be seated in the outer 
room in a place from which the tree 
was not visible. There he listened to 
the program of songs, recitations, and 
Scripture readings appropriate to the 
occasion, his face radiant with joy. 

When the program was over and 
Americo was placed where he could 
see the tree, the expression of sur- 
prise and joy that came over his al- 
ready beaming face was beyond de- 
scription. It was a beautiful tree when 
it was cut, and the young people, 
with the few simple ornaments which 
they could muster, had decorated it 





CHRISTMAS IN MEXICO 


Free Paraphrase of the Mexican 


Heartily 


2. Peace to you, O 





Who for 
Make our 








pil-grims, 
en - ter, 


rest for trave - ling 
this poor 










hun - gry, 
bles- sing __ 


Sleep for 
With our 


1.Let the doors fly o - pen 
ho - ly 


com- fort seek wi - thin! 
home your dwel-ling place. 


stran- gers, 
lod - ging lend a 


wea - 
hearts Oh, 


Las Posadas (2) 
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This is a song which Mexican children sing at Posada. 


Wherever the angels’ song of “Peace on earth, good will to men” has been 
sung it has found its echo in the glad songs of men. And wherever the lovely 
story of the infant Jesus cradled in a manger is told, lullabies are crooned. 
Let’s sing with the Christians around the world—songs of praise—lullabies 


of love. 


The Christmas songs printed here are found in The Whole World Singing, 
published by Friendship Press, and printed with their permission. You may 
want to get the book for other songs of work, of play, and of praise from 
around the world. “Las Posadas” is a traditional folk tune collected by Charles 


Hofmann and used by permission. 


POSADA! 


By Margaret Shelby* 


HE “MERCADO,” or market, in 

Mexico is more fascinating than 
usual just before Christmas. There 
are Christmas trees, pine branches, 
moss and ferns from the mountains, 
wax and celluloid figures represent- 
ing Mary, Joseph, Jesus, the shep- 
herds, the Magi, camels, donkeys, 
sheep, chickens, doves, etc. Many 
people are buying these articles in 
order to arrange a nativity scene in 
their front rooms. Then during nine 
nights before Christmas children will 
visit different homes in the neighbor- 
hood. They will carry tiny lighted 
candles and sing a chant, asking for 
lodging for Mary and Joseph. When 
the door is opened, the children will 
kneel before the Nativity scene and 
repeat a prayer. This is called a 
posada. 

Afterwards a pizata is broken, and 
usually there is dancing and drinking 
for their elders. A pinata is an earthen 
jar covered with tissue paper to rep- 
resent a flower, a vegetable, an ani- 
mal, a person, or a ship, perhaps, and 
it is filled with candy and fruit and 
hung in the center of the room on a 
beam. Someone starts the game by 
blindfolding the youngest child and 
giving him a large stick. Then he is 
whirled around and allowed to make 
three attempts to strike the jar. Of 
course the pifiata is moved higher or 
lower or to one side and is most dif- 
ficult to find, and all the onlookers 
are highly entertained. Finally when 
a child does break the pifata, there 


*Missionary, San Luis Potosi, Mexico. 
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in good taste. Americo sat admiring 
it while small bags of candies and 
used Christmas cards were being dis- 
tributed to the children as they passed 
out of the doors, returning to their 
homes with the Christmas carols 
echoing in their hearts and with the 
wonderful story of the divine Child 
more deeply impressed on_ their 
young souls. The one who showed 
and expressed the deepest and hap- 
piest appreciation of it all was 
Americo. Without doubt the Christ 
child had been born anew in his 
own heart. 














is a wild scramble on the floor to 
acquire the cherished goodies. 

Protestant posadas are different. 
The visitors congregate with lighted 
candles outside the entrance, and sing 
a hymn representing Christ knocking 
at the door of our hearts and seeking 
lodging. The persons inside answer in 
song, the door is opened, and a 
crowd enters, varying from twenty to 
about a hundred persons. Some sit 
on chairs, but most of the children sit 
on petates (grass mats) on the floor 
and all enjoy singing Christmas carols 
for about twenty minutes. Then a 
child stands and recites or reads 
Luke 2:1-7. All sing a hymn, and an- 
other child quotes Luke 2:8-20. Then 
someone gives a talk on the meaning 
of Christmas, why our Lord came to 
this earth. After an hour of song and 
worship, there is an hour of games 
and fun, perhaps including a pifata, 
and the visit ends with refreshments. 

This will be the procedure during 
nine evenings in different Protestant 
homes, and on the last evening the 
special Christmas service will be held 
in the little Presbyterian church, the 
only evangelical church in Tixtla, a 
town of six thousand inhabitants. 

As each person leaves the church, 
he will be given a bag of candy and 
a copy of the Gospel of Luke, too, 
if he is a newcomer. 

We will linger longer than usual 
to say goodnight and “Feliz Navidad” 
with a fond embrace. Somehow we 
all love each other more and feel 
happier than ever before! “For to 
you is born . .. a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.”’* 





*This and other quotations from the Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testament are 
copyrighted, 1946, by the International Council 
of Religious Education and are used by per- 
mission. 
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These Africans are bringing their Christmas baskets to church. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


By Mrs. Harry Punt 


| ih BRIGHT with happiness, our little girl’s nurse, Mujinga, put the 
gift which she had just received for herself in the collection plate. It 
was only twenty francs (forty cents), but for Mujinga it represented a 
choice bit of meat for her Christmas dinner, which she gladly and freely 
gave up. 

In the nearby colony a group of lepers gave $22.00 in the Christmas 
offering. It represented months of hard work in the tropical sun by people 
whose bodies are weakened by the dread disease and some whose limbs are 
no more than mere stumps. 

A long row of women, full baskets of all shapes on their heads, wind 
their way to the church several days before Christmas. After a short service 
of thanks and praise, the baskets are taken up once again and they all proceed 
to the Mission hospital, where the gifts of corn, rice, cassava, and other 
field produce are distributed among the patients, Christians and heathen 
alike, many of whom are from other tribes far away. To these heathen, 
who know only hatred and fear, these loving gifts are an amazing manifesta- 
tion of the work of the Lord Jesus in the hearts of our Christian women 
and a symbol of God’s greatest Gift. 





African Christmas 


By Rev. and Mrs. Lachlan Vass, Jr. 


So deeply graven on the night blue sky 

The pointed patterns of the palm stand high. 
And darkness sleeping on the shadowed land 
Wears lustrous jewels on its outflung hand— 
The village fires sparkling sharp and bright 
Across the hillsides on this Christmas night! 

For this is the land that once welcomed Him, 
When old Herod’s swords dripped red and grim. 
It opened its dark, sun-warmed hands love-wide, 
And held the throneless little King inside. 

Once more may Afric’s mighty heart hold Thee 
Enthroned forever, as Thy will may be! 

























By Frances Hesser™ 
HRISTMAS in the middle of the 


summer—not so good” was the 
thought of the new young missionary 
just awakened by the birds before 
five o'clock. Christmas Eve had 
seemed almost right—wrapping gifts, 
decorating the little tree, going with 
the group of young people from the 
church to sing carols in the rain, to 
the surprise and delight of many. Her 
thought, “Let’s see what this green 
Christmas is like,” kept homesickness 
away as the new missionary looked at 
Christmas in Brazil through first-time 
eyes. 

The world was truly green and 
fragrant and beautiful on this summer 
morning. Taking a gift to her Portu- 
guese teacher provided the oppor- 
tunity of seeing how the Catholics 
celebrate Christmas. In one corner of 
her living room there was a manger 
scene with shepherds, Wise Men, 
animals, a water wheel, and a church, 
all in miniature, grouped around the 
Virgin and Child, and some stars and 
angels on the wall behind. Most of it 
was rather crude but a lovely idea. 

“Do most people have these 
presepios?” 

“Oh, no, very few. We keep our 
figures from year to year and love 
fixing it. Some people have theirs for 
show and make them very elaborate 
and costly. Others do it because they 
have made a promise to, if God grants 
them some special desire. Still other 


*Missionary, Patrocinio, Brazil. 


A GREEN CHRISTMAS 


people make vows to visit all the 
presepios and make prayers before 
them; in fact, we all say prayers to 
them in our homes. It is just like an 
altar.” 

“Oh!” There was disappointment 
in the missionary’s voice. That which 
was so charming had turned out to 
show again the worship tainted with 
superstition as is so much done by 
these people. 

“Really, the best part of Christmas 
comes on Christmas Eve,” continues 
the young teacher. “At the Club we 
had a wonderful dinner—roast pig 
and all kinds of delicious things; then 
we danced till midnight. But when 
time came for the Cock’s Mass you 
should have seen everybody scurry- 
ing to get ready, the girls getting our 
veils to cover their heads and every- 
body trying to put on a pious look 
before reaching the church door! 
Many returned after Mass to dance 
some more.” 

A little depressed, the missionary 
went up the street to the seamstress’ 
house, which was running over with 
children. Each child was playing 
happily with his toy, his only gift. 
The father explained: “When I was 
a child we didn’t even know what 
Christmas was, but I want my chil- 
dren to be civilized. They put their 
shoes behind the door, and Papai 
Noel puts a toy in each one. Often 
we give them clothes they need, too.” 

“But when you were a child surely 
you did something for Christmas!” 

“No, not a thing, except that we 
didn’t work because it was a holy 


day, though we didn’t even know 
why it was holy. The priests stick 
to the cities, so not even our parents 
knew what to teach us.” There was 
bitterness in his voice. 

“At my home,” the seamstress said, 
“we knew that Christmas had some- 
thing to do with Christ because there 
was a chapel just a few miles away, 
but my father didn’t believe in such 
foolishness, as he called it, so we 
didn’t even stop work. Just like any 
other day, we didn’t so much as have 
a stuffed chicken or go to visit friends 
like most people do.” 

“Are there still people who don’t 
keep Christmas?” 

“Yes, indeed,” the seamstress re- 
plied, “in the country. Even in the 
cities it is just a holiday for the poor 
because they can’t give the children 
presents or have a special dinner. 
But it is nice having a holiday.” 

The children in front of the house 
were laughing at their play, but the 
missionary was still a little despondent 
as she went on up the street. Next 
she stopped at the home of Protestant 
friends. “How are you spending 
Christmas?” she asked. 

“Mostly talking about the festa at 
the church tonight,” the mother re- 
plied, laughing, “for each child has 
a part on the program. Of course we 
started off the day with family pray- 
ers, reading the Christmas story from 
the Bible, singing Christmas hymns. 
We enjoyed that so much that we 
just kept on and on. Then the chil- 
dren went to play with their toys 
and I went to make the little chicken 












‘We Mexicans Have 


By Helen Pemberton* 


HE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

in a Mexican Evangelical church 

is the highlight and climax of the 

whole year’s program of work. 

Christmas is a purely religious cele- 

bration in Protestant churches, since 
gifts are given on January 6. 

Last year about a month before 

Christmas practices began. Every 
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a Christmas Pageant 


afternoon after school the children 
met to learn their parts and practice 
songs. Since school was out at five 
p.m. and it got dark a little after six 
in the winter months, there was 
hardly time to grab a bite of supper 
and return to the little church for 
practice of the choir and other groups 
in the program. At ten everyone fell 
into his bed exhausted. This went on 
every night, except Sunday, for a 
month before the program. How they 
did love to sing! By the end of the 


month the choir of all ages (ten and 
upwards) was able to sing “Noche de 
Paz” (“Silent Night”) in four parts! 
In the choir there were three men 
who usually got drunk every night 
of the world. But they would not 
come to the church if they were 
drinking. So every night when they 
came to practice they were out of the 
saloon for a little while at least. Two 
of them came the night of the pro- 
gram and took part all the way 
through! 
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pies they asked to have for dinner.” 

The conversation turned again to 
the Christmas entertainment which 
the Protestant churches hold on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas night and 
for which great preparations are 
made. A Christmas tree is decorated 
and on it often are placed gifts or 
little bags of candy for the children. 
All of the children and many others 
want a part on the program, so it 
usually lasts several hours. The 
church is packed with the church 
people and their friends, many hav- 
ing come a long way for this, the 
best thing in the church year. Many 
have to stand and others crowd 
around the window on the outside. 
The believers realize that their friends 
who have accepted no other invita- 
tion to go to the Protestant church 
will go to this “festa,” so the pro- 
gram has been well prepared and care 
has been taken to tell the Christmas 
story through song and Scripture and, 
perhaps, a short sermon. Even in the 
smallest churches and in the coun- 
try, wherever a group of believers 
meet, the birth of the Christ child is 
celebrated with joy. 

“His coming into our lives has 
made such a difference; I want Him 
to be born into other hearts” is the 
thought of all. 

“A green Christmas it is,” mused 
the missionary as she went home to 
prepare for her part on the festa, “for 
green in Brazil represents hope, and 
this kind of Christmas, with Christ 
loved and honored, gives real hope 
for this country.” 
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Then came the question of where 
to have the program. The year before 
the town square had been used with 
its outdoor theater, but this year that 
was impractical because of a change 
in local government. It was decided 
to use the church property, but since 
the little adobe building with its dirt 
floor would hardly seat fifty people 
it would not do for the hoped-for 
crowd. And then someone thought of 
the large yard behind the church, and 

(Continued on page 18) 


DECEMBER, 1951 

















Japanese young people bring Christmas cheer to the sick with their carols. 


Christmas—Pagan or Christian Festival? 
By Arch B. Taylor, Jr.* 


fe MOST JAPANESE, Christmas seems to be an imported festival 
from the West, a commercial opportunity for storekeepers and a merry- 
making opportunity for any who are thus minded, with Santa Claus as the 
central figure. Nevertheless, to an increasing number, the real meaning of 
Christmas is being made clear. The Good News of God’s gift of His Son 
is being brought to the hearts of more and more. 

One group which celebrated Christmas in the true spirit of our Lord 
last year was the youth and young adult organization of the Marugame 
Church. Under the leadership of Rev. and Mrs. James A. Cogswell, the 
young people met a number of times before Christmas to prepare gifts for 
the children in the leper colony nearest us. Besides this, the story of Christ- 
mas in very simple terms was printed on a leaflet, and the young people 
spent hours cutting and pasting scenes from old Christmas cards on the 
front of these leaflets, making very attractive folders. On Sundays and at 
other times they practiced together the singing of the Christmas hymns. 

About ten days before Christmas, a group from the Church visited 
Oshima, the island where the leper colony is located, to take part in their 
Christmas program and to carry thé gifts which had been made. Some 
church groups in America had sent gifts also, which were presented at the 
same time. 

On the Sunday afternoon before Christmas, the young people went out 
to sing carols. The first stop was the prefectural hospital in Marugame. 
Dr. Maruoka, head of the hospital, and an elder in the Church, met the 
group there and joined in the singing. Then he accompanied them as they 
visited in succession the Widows’ and Orphans’ Home and the Girls’ Refor- 
matory. In each place the people seemed truly thankful that the young 
people should have taken notice of them, and they greatly appreciated the 
folders with the Christmas story. In all, over one thousand leaflets were 
given out to people at the Leper Island, the hospital, the Widows’ Home, 
the Reformatory, and the local prison. 

Under the leadership of Pastor Kawata and the Cogswells, and with the 
able help and encouagement of Dr. Maruoka, Mrs. Hirano, who works in 
the office of the nearby Shikoku Christian College, and Mr. Saheki, who 
is an employee of the National Railways, this youth group of the Marugame 
Church is becoming increasingly active in many phases of Christian work, 
notably Sunday schools, visitation, and evangelism. Through them, more 
and more people of Marugame and its vicinity are coming to understand 
that Christ is the center of Christmas. 


*Evangelistic missionary, Marugame, Japan. 

















Christmas Pageant 
(Continued from page 17) 


plans were made to clean it up. 

The enterprising church members 
had sown the yard in corn and beans, 
hoping to make a few cents for the 
church expenses (a futile hope, it 
turned out). So it was necessary to 
clear off the lot. All the people of 
the church gathered for a field day, 
clearing rubbish, burning trash, mov- 
ing rocks, and smoothing the ground 
so that benches and chairs could be 
placed. About twenty men, women, 


and children worked on the project 
for two days; even the little children 
carried the small rocks and put them 
in piles. Water was carried several 
blocks in gasoline tins to water the 
soil and lay the dust; a gate was 
opened in the rock wall so the people 
could enter from the street without 
going through the church, which 
would be used for a dressing room. 

The small porch behind the build- 
ing was used for a stage. It was 
decorated with boughs and a Christ- 
mas tree of Zapote (a tree of the 
persimmon family) in the absence of 


evergreens, Which are scarce in that 
part of Mexico. The young people 
decorated the tree with tinsel, chains 
made of tissue paper, Japanese lan- 
terns, and ornaments. Of course since 
there was no electricity there could 
be no lights, as candles were too dan- 
gerous. Six sheets sewn together pro- 
vided a curtain. The only light for 
the stage and audience was provided 
by a powerful gasoline lantern. In- 
side the church light was provided by 
a kerosene lamp. 

At seven the people began to come 
and soon all the hundred seats were 
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A carol which is sung by the Japanese today. 





"Dekorasbeyans" 


By Margaret Archibald* 


| Fhe TALK about Christmas in 
Japan. It is such a happy, busy, 
joyful time, but with customs very 
different from those in America. 

There are the church Christmas, 
the Bible class Christmas, the Sunday- 
school Christmas, the school Christ- 
mas, the class Christmas—four or five 
or six of them—the YWCA Christ- 
mas, the night school Christmas, the 
dormitory Christmas—until for the 
person with connections with all of 
these, there is little left to put into 
just Christmas on December twenty- 
fifth. 

These Christmases are scattered 
through early December, becoming 
thicker and thicker as Christmas week 
approaches. Whatever Christmas it is, 
it follows a set pattern covering 
hours and hours between beginning 
and end. 

Dekorasheyan (decoration) is a 
Japanese word, too, as is also tsuree 
(tree). They are always a part of 
Christmas, and the fellowship that 
comes with assembling and putting 
them up is a part of Christmas. Many 
of the decorations for American 
Christmas trees come from Japan, so 
they are easy to get. Often you see 
old Christmas cards sent by churches 
in America strung across a black- 
board or dangling from rafters, and 
they make very effective and color- 
ful ornaments. Try them. ‘ During 
Christmas desired cards are spotted, 
and there’s a great scramble to take 
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missionary, Kinjo College, 
Nagoya, Japan. 
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taken. Boys returned to borrow the 
benches from the town hall; others 
returned to their houses for chairs 
and benches of their own. In spite of 
this about half of the more than three 
hundred people who came had to 
stand up. There were the children in 
front, their parents and friends be- 
hind them; and around the edge, 
melting into the darkness, a crowd 
of men and boys in their white pants 
and shirts, serapes, and large som- 
breros. All were looking expectantly 
at the stage. At last the curtain was 
drawn for the first part of the pro- 


gram, the children. 

Then came the Christmas story, old 
yet ever new. After a reading of the 
Scripture from the Prophets and the 
Gospels the curtain was drawn to 
show the Nativity scene while the 
choir sang one of the Christmas songs. 
The program is so familiar to us, yet 
it was the first time that many in that 
audience had heard of the Angels’ 
song, the shepherds’ visit to the baby 
Jesus, or the gifts of the Wise Men. 
All listened and looked in breathless 
silence. When the program was over 
the missionary in charge gave a brief 


message explaining the meaning of 
Christmas and God’s gift of His 
Son. Then the men were asked to 
remove their hats for the prayer of 
dedication. There was not a sound as 
a young girl who is a promising stu- 
dent in the law school in Mexico City 
led the prayer. 

Then it was over. Christmas had 
come and gone and once more men 
had heard the story of God’s love 
and many for the first time had heard 
of God’s great gift to mankind and 
His mercy toward them. 








them down and claim them when 
the formalities are completed and it 
is time to clean up. 

Always Christmas opens with a 
worship service, when the hymns 
loved by all the Christian world are 
sung, the Gospel story of the first 
Christmas read, and Christmas mes- 
sages are heard. Last year at one 
class Christmas each American teacher 
was on the program for a “massage”! 
We would have enjoyed being the 
recipients of one. ; 

Christ is never omitted from a 
Christmas celebration in Japan. Over 
and over again people praise God for 
His great love. Only those who are 
a part of some Christian group under- 
stand anything about Christmas, 
though decorations and Christmas 
trees, thick with cotton, and “Merry 
Christmas” appear in almost every 
shop window. One can feel the 
anticipation of the freshmen in Kinjo 
College as they wait for their first 
real Christmas. 

Refreshments generally follow the 
worship service. Except in the case of 
a large church or a whole school the 
group is seated in a circle on the 
floor or at tables. In front of each 
one is placed a box of food or a 
mound of food piled on a piece of 
paper. Salty rice crackers, sweet 
crackers, soft bean paste filled cakes, 
caramels, and hard candies, and may- 
be a block of cake with cream icing, 
furnish something to be eating on 
through the long program that fol- 
lows. Kettles of hot tea are kept cir- 
culating and cups are filled again 
and again. 

And now the program! For smaller 
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groups it is games. There are always 
old favorites which often call for 
individual ingenuity. An _ English 
“drama” on the Christmas story is 
sometimes presented. Oriental cos- 
tumes are easy to obtain. 

For church or school programs 
there are pantomimes, playlets, stunts, 
choruses, or something by each or- 
ganization or class. It may have some- 
thing to do with a Christmas theme, 
but more likely it hasn’t. Christmas 
is the one time in all the year when 
everybody plays together and enjoys 
sharing with others original creations. 
There was the time when a student 
asked to be allowed to act the parable 
of the woman searching for the lost 
coin. A bridal veil and a broom were 
an unusual combination, especially on 
a young Japanese man. 

Many people gather together for 
practicing and assembling of proper- 
ties! One group enjoys the other. 
What wholesome good times they 
have—all because it is Christmas! 

Next comes Santa Claus! It is the 
time when the church gives recogni- 
tion to all who have rendered any 
special service. Santa calls for the pas- 
tor and hands him an envelope. He 
does the same for the faithful or- 
ganist. Presents are given to the Sun- 
day-school superintendents, the teach- 
ers, and the president of each 
organization. In other “Christmases” 
it is the teacher or leader who is 
recognized. In many churches the 
Sunday-school Christmas for the chil- 
dren is at a different time from the 
church Christmas. There Santa Claus 
has a gift for each child. 

Sometimes all bring presents to 


exchange, or small presents are pro- 
vided for all. An interesting method 
of distribution is to draw a slip of 
paper on which is written a pun or 
riddle. The present received will 
have something to do with that. 

This is Christmas as it is celebrated 
in Japan. American home customs are 
never followed. Students often re- 
main in their dormitories through the 
twenty-fifth in order to have Christ- 
mas in their churches. Otherwise 
they would have none. In the few 
Christian homes, Christmas with its 
church-centered activities often takes 
the place of the much less meaningful 
New Year customs. They are too 
tired for both. 

A story of one young man will tell 
another part of Christmas in Japan. 

Last year on a Sunday early in No- 
vember the pastor made announce- 
ments about the Christmas baptismal 
service. A university law student 
heard the announcement and attended 
the preparatory classes. When he, 
with some thirty-five others, received 
baptism and became a member of the 
church on Christmas Sunday morning 
his face showed the light of a new 
creation in Christ. Less than three 
years before he had been aimlessly 
searching for a meaning in life, and 
if a quest is questioning, he had made 
an earnest quest. Now through ac- 
cepting the Father’s Gift to the world 
he had received new and everlasting 
life. 

In the evening there was a candle 
service when a printed program was 
followed. Here this young man found 
the way to help his family under- 
stand his own new life and to bring 
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them a feeling of Christmas joy. He 
planned a candle service of his own. 
He got simple gifts and American 
chocolate bars. Then on Christmas 
evening he followed the church 
candle service with his non-Christian 
family, going through each part him- 


self and offering a prayer for them. 
With ease and happiness he reported 
his family Christmas celebration to 
the fellow student who had answered 
many of his questions when he was 
searching for the truth. He told how 
pleased they were with the gifts and 


refreshments he had provided and 
how interested in hearing of what 
baptism means to him. 

New lives born into the family of 
God and happy, joyful fellowship in 
the name of the Christ child—that is 
Christmas in Japan. 








Christmas Carols Still Ring in China 


By Katheryne L. Thompson* 


O THINK of Christmas in China 

is to think of carol singing. Two 
weeks before Christmas we began to 
sing Christmas carols in morning 
chapel, in evening prayers, and in 
music classes. The choir began early 
to practice Christmas music, and 
often at odd times we would hear 
snatches of the well-loved Christmas 
songs. 

The Sunday before Christmas was 
a joyous day, full of music, and at 
the Program (always with a capital 
letter! ), the singing of carols by the 
students was to many of us the best 
part. 

Sweetest of all, though, was the 





*Missionary in Kiangyin, China. 


carol singing during the night of 
Christmas Eve when groups from the 
hospital and the schools came to sing 
under our windows. Compound gates 
were left unlocked so the carol singers 
could slip in quietly, and often, as we 
were awakened by the singing of “It 
Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” or 
“Silent Night,” we felt that we were 
hearing the herald angels themselves. 

This carol singing was the high 
point of Christmas to the students. 
In the old days large groups would 
go into the city early on Christmas 
Eve, sometimes walking through rain 
or snow, lanterns gleaming and young 
voices singing out the happy news 
that “Unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” 

During the Japanese occupation 


and in the tense years just before and 
after the beginning of the Communist 
regime, permission was asked of the 
authorities, and granted by the grace 
of God, for these “songs in the 
night.” 

Our last Christmas in Kiangyin was 
a beautiful one musically, and is a 
precious memory, since it proved to 
be the end of our active work in the 
school. 

For three weeks before Christmas 
our splendid young choir director had 
daily rehearsals in preparation for a 
Christmas concert. Those rehearsals 
were happy times when the students 
who loved the Lord and loved to sing 
to His glory could go into the music 
room, close the door on all the com- 
munistic hurly-burly, and relax for 
thirty or forty minutes in a clear 
Ghristian atmosphere. And how they 
would sing! 

The concert was given on Sunday 
night, Christmas Eve, in the Bible 
school chapel. To the strains of “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful” the fifty boys 
and girls, dressed in their white choir 
robes, each one carrying a lighted 
taper, walked in, took their places, 
and sang to the delight of the audi- 
ence and, I truly believe, of the 
heavenly hosts as well. 

It seemed wise that time to have 
the outdoor singing earlier than usual, 
so although they protested that “it is 
more fun around three o’clock,” by 
half past two the different groups had 
all come and sung for us, some read- 
ing their words by the brilliant moon- 
light, then had come inside for hot 
refreshments and a little time of fun. 

That was last Christmas. This year 
—who knows? But one thing is sure; 
no matter what the outward circum- 
stances may be, in the heart of many 
a Chinese Christian those same be- 
loved carols will be singing them- 
selves, and there will be rejoicing 
because the Christ Child was born. 
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THE SMALL 
CHURCH 
CHOIR 
PLANS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


By Hubert V. Taylor 


Minister of Music, 
Central Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia 


VERY FALL, choristers begin 

plans for Christmas music. Small 
church choirs sometimes feel handi- 
capped by limited vocal material, li- 
brary, and leadership. However, some 
beautiful music is sung in the small 
churches of our denomination and 
our country. Let us plan for inspiring 
musical services this year. 


SOME DO’‘’S 


Every church should inventory its 
musical resources periodically. Too 
often we feel that we can have good 
church music only if we have a choir 
of well-balanced sections of soprano, 
alto, tenor, and bass. I have heard 
beautiful and worshipful music sung 
by a choir of eight high school girls. 
The beauty of well-trained children’s 
voices cannot be surpassed. There 
are children in every congregation, 
and in many churches there are high 
school people with beautiful voices 
who have no opportunity for par- 
ticipation. Probably there are adults 
of average vocal ability who can be 
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enlisted. (Average voices make a bet- 
ter choir than a few soloists.) Christ- 
mas is a good time to enlist all avail- 
able resources in the worship of the 
newborn King. 

In addition to vocal resources many 
churches have instrumentalists. With 
the expanding music education pro- 
gram in our schools, we have com- 
petent violinists, flutists, clarinetists, 
and others who can play instrumental 
obbligatos with choir. A little extra 
search may reveal hidden talent in 
your church. 

Christmas is a time for something 
old and something new, a time to 
bring out some of the old favorites 
and a time to introduce some un- 
familiar carols. The wealth of carol 
literature is so great that there can 
scarcely be any excuse for using 
exactly the same program each year. 
Let us look for interesting ideas 
throughout the year and build a file 
to which we can refer in planning 
our programs. Music publishers will 
be glad to keep your name on their 
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mailing list and send “on approval” 
copies of publications. Music stores 
in any city have review copies of 
publications. 

Be ambitious. Your own limitations 
are your only limitations, The secret 
of a good choir is a good director— 
not good material.* A good director 
takes available musical resources and 
by patient training and inspiration 
builds good music. Set your standards 
high. Plan a challenging program for 
your singers. Make every rehearsal 
an interesting experience, never dull, 
never routine. Always do something 
unexpected, Study your music until 
its spiritual message becomes part of 
you. Then, interpret that message to 
your choir. Never start or stop with 
notes and techniques. Begin and end 
with the spiritual message of the song. 
After all, isn’t that why we sing it 
in church? 


*See “A Guide for Choral Conductors” by 
Dr. Harry Robert Wilson. Published by Silver 
3urdett Company, 45 E. 17th Street, New 
York 3, New York. 














SOME DON'TS 


Don’t be too ambitious. Remember 
that a good leader starts where his 
pupils are, leading them on a little 
further. Don’t choose music that is 
far beyond the ability of your choir. 
Choose something to call forth extra 
study and effort, but which is possible 
for your group. Don’t try to do what 
the big church choir does, what the 
radio choir does, or what you like 
because you like it. Do good carols 
that match your available resources. 
It is better to advance your choir a 
step at a time than to use the “sink- 
or-swim” method. One develops sing- 
ers—the other discourages them. 

Don’t be afraid of challenging your 
choristers. Plan a program that will 
call forth their best efforts, that will 
take extra time, and be extra good. 
Everyone enjoys a sense of accom- 
plishment and choristers rise to a 
challenge. ? 

Don’t nag. This is the blight of 
church music. Be inspiring, positive. 
Analyze difficulties and invent ways 
of surmounting them. Give your 
singers a helping hand so they feel 
each rehearsal is an accomplishment. 
Lead—don’t drive. 

Don’t plan _ entertainment—plan 
worship. The theater, radio, and 
schools can entertain. The church 
must lead in worship. Let us study 
techniques of worship, plan our serv- 
ices with much prayer, and offer 
them to the praise of God rather 
than to the pleasure of men. 


GENERAL PLANS 


If we are to plan a worship service 
we must have some idea of where we 
want to arrive in the service. We will 
not choose a group of carols at ran- 
dom just because they are interesting 
or good music. We will develop some 
thematic idea for our service and 
choose music to tell the story of that 
theme. We may tell the Christmas 
story with Scripture, interspersed 
with congregational and choral carols; 
or we may use some tableaus for 
visual aid, symbolical movement of 
our choirs, or simple lighting effects. 

Keep in mind contrast and variety. 
The Christmas story has a wonder- 
ful contrast ranging from the exultant 
song of the angels over the Judean 
plain to the lullabies by the manger. 
Use of various choirs—men, women, 
children, soloists, instrumentalists, 
readers, choric speech, will give va- 
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riety. We should plan variety of key, 
pace, meter, and mood. Follow a 
carol in three-four by one in four- 
four; one in nine-eight by one in two- 
four, etc. Contrast major and minor 
keys. Build the whole service up to 
a climax, which might be the presen- 
tation of offerings, the singing of the 
“Hallelujah Chorus,” or a carol by the 
congregation. 

Plan dynamic contrasts. Your choir 
can sing softly and achieve a beau- 
tiful pianissimo if you insist upon it. 
Loud climaxes are easier to develop. 
You need both of these within most 
carols and can contrast quiet, soothing 
lullabies with glorious alleluias. 


THE HYMNAL 


In choosing music for Christmas, 
do not overlook the carols in our 
Presbyterian Hymnal, Introduce some 
unfamiliar hymns at Christmas as 
choir carols. 

The Hymnal for Christian Wor- 
ship has an excellent selection of 
carols. Without any additional library 
—except perhaps a few descants—a 
small choir could present beautiful 
services with the carols in this book. 
They are written for congregational 
singing. Many of them will sound bet- 
ter for choir if they are raised one or 
two keys. Try it and hear the dif- 
ference. 

Use opportunities for contrast with- 
in a carol. Let the text be your guide. 
If it is meditative and quiet, use the 
women’s voices in unison, children, 
or a solo voice. If it is vigorous, use 
male voices in unison, or solo voice. 

“We Three Kings” can be sung in 
this manner: stanza 1—male voices in 
unison; stanza 2—soloist; stanza 3— 
another soloist; stanza 4—a third 
soloist; stanza 5— male voices in parts: 
basses singing bass part an octave low 
wherever possible; baritone singing 
alto; second tenors, melody; first 
tenors, tenor. All voices sing the re- 
frain in parts each time. Vary the 
dynamics on the refrain, and give par- 
ticular attention to singing on pitch 
the 7 in “wonder” and “night” and the 
ng in “leading” and “proceeding.” If 
you do not have enough men for a 
four-part male choir, divide the male 
voices between the other three parts 
and put all women’s voices on 
melody, singing it an octave lower. 

Another arrangement is to have the 
altos, basses, and tenors sing their 
parts as written, and baritones sing 
melody. 


“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” 
may be used as an antiphonal carol, 
with the full choir singing lines one 
and three in parts, and a soloist, or the 
men in unison, singing lines two and 
four. If a soloist is used, the choir 
may hum the harmony of lines two 
and four behind the soloist on one or 
two stanzas. Further variety may be 
obtained by having stanzas 1 and 3 
accompanied and stanza 2 unaccom- 
panied. 

“Q Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
lends itself to beautiful unison singing. 
Sing stanza 1 in unison without any ap- 
parent breathing point in the stanza. 
Divide your choir for breathing, hav- 
ing half the singers breathe at one 
point and the other half at another. 
The choral tone will be continuous 
with no break for breathing. Carry 
the line of tone through by singing 
all m’s, n’s, and /’s in the line on pitch. 
Sing the refrain (“rejoice, rejoice”) 
in harmony, using the second “re- 
joice” as an echo. For beautiful treat- 
ment of these carols hear the Robert 
Shaw Chorale recordings published 
by RCA-Victor. 

Vary four-part mixed voices, solos, 
two, three, and four-part women’s 
voices in singing carols. A beautiful 
effect can be obtained by having the 
adult choirs hum the harmony while 
the children sing the melodic line, 
quietly and sweetly. A pure, quiet tone 
will carry through the church, and 
a noisy child’s voice is never beauti- 
ful. 


CAROL BOOKS 

If the Hymnal for Christian Wor- 
ship is not available, or additional 
carols are desired, here are some 
suggestions: 

“Noels, Old and New” (Audi- 
torium Series #39), published by Hall 
& McCreary Co., 434 S. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago, 25 cents. Contains thirty- 
eight best-loved carols. 

“Christmas Carols for Male Voices” 
(Auditorium Series #43), Hall & Mc- 
Creary, 25 cents. A collection of 
forty-five carols arranged for average 
male voices. Altos may be used on 
first tenor and other male voices 
divided among other parts. 

“Christmas Carols for Treble 
Choirs” (Auditorium Series #56), 
Hall-McCreary, 25 cents. Fourteen 
carols for two or three-part voices. 
For use with children, young people, 
or adults, 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Let’s Consider the Students 


By Wayne A. Meeks 


<2 OPENING REMARK of 
Don Shriver, speaking as Modera- 
tor of Assembly’s Youth Council to 
the Women of the Church last sum- 
mer, has now become classic. “Bring- 
ing greetings to the Women of the 
Church,” said Cousin Don, “is like 
saying ‘Hello, Mother.’” My job is 
slightly different; I’ve been asked to 
write a message from the orphan child 
of our Church. 

Student work has long been, in the 
Presbyterian Church, an orphan child, 
but not, as some might believe, a 
prodigal son. It is only recently that 
student work has come into its birth- 
right and has begun to receive its 
full share of the paternal blessings of 
our Church. 

Let it be quickly said, however, that 
this birthright is a sturdy one, and 
those blessings are bountiful. In the 
past dozen years or so Presbyterians 
have made tremendous strides to- 
ward a full ministry to sons and 
daughters in college. It cannot be 
denied that the campus work of our 
Church compares favorably with that 
of any other religious group. How- 
ever, the measure of this work’s ef- 
fectiveness must be in comparison not 
with the efforts of other denomina- 
tions, but with the size of the job to 
be done. 

The tragedy of the campus situa- 
tion is that the students themselves 
are all too frequently orphans to the 
church. It is almost shocking to count 
the students who never missed a Sun- 


day of church, Sunday school, and 
youth fellowship. at home, yet never 
set foot in the campus church during 
four years of college, Young people 
who were wheel-horses in home-town 
youth groups decide they’ve earned 
a rest from religion, or maybe the 
new freedom of campus life, plus a 
late date Saturday night, make too 
much of a temptation on Sunday 
morning to catch another hour’s 
sleep. 

There are new ideas to be met at 
college, too. There’s the psychology 
professor who talks about an “emer- 
gent self” and scoffs at souls and such. 
Or a history prof who belittles “old 
John Calvin’s odd ideas.” The student 
mind is an inquiring one; it has to be 
fed with answers—real ones, no non- 
sense, Our Church has got to be there, 
with the answers. 

A typical Westminster Fellowship 
on a state university campus may con- 
sider itself above average if it reaches 
fifteen to twenty per cent of the 
Presbyterian students on the campus, 
to say nothing of those who give no 
church preference. The other eighty 
or eighty-five per cent are looking 
elsewhere for their answers, and the 
majority of this huge body of students 
are orphans as far as the church is 
concerned. They are seeking, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, for foster 
parents. Plenty of “parents” are eager 
to claim their young minds, too; 
plenty of homes offer beds for 
nascent life philosophies. The decision 


Wayne Meeks, a junior at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, is 
President of the Westminster Fellowship Section of the Assembly’s Youth 
Council. Therefore he is writing this message to the Church for Christian 
Student Night which will be observed throughout the Assembly December 
30. Wayne is Moderator of the Westminster Fellowship of the Synod of 
Alabama and therefore is automatically a member of the Assembly’s 
Youth Council. By virtue of his office as President of the Westminster 
Fellowship Section of AYC he serves this year as a member of the General 
Assembly’s Advisory Council on Higher Education. 
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whether to leave our sons and daugh- 
ters to these unworthy parents or to 
bring them to maturity in the church 
family ought to be obvious. But it is 
not a decision to be forgotten or 
taken for granted. This consideration 
is the why-for of student work. 

The answer to the problem lies 
partly in the new student centers 
springing up in university towns all 
over the South. It lies partly, too, in 
trained and earnest ministers entering 
student work from our seminaries 
each year. We young people our- 
selves have a large share in forming 
the answer, in our local councils and 
our planning on synod and Assembly 
levels. But like all children, what we 
desire and need more than anything 
else is understanding from our real 
parents. Student work needs, and 
must have for full growth, an in- 
tense interest and sympathy from all 
the groups and individuals of our 
Church. We don’t want to be 
orphans. 














YOUR “Toy Gift” DID BRING JOY 
TO 700 HOMES OF RETIRED MINISTERS 


Below are quotations from “Thank you” letters. 


“The check was much more than money for 


me. It was a hand across the miles which I 
needed.” 


“Your generous check has warmed us, and it 
will continue to warm us because with it I am 
putting in our winter coal.” 


“It will be necessary for me to be in the 
hospital for some time, but I trust that event- 
tually I can walk again. Thank you and my 
dear church.” 


“A Christmas offering like the Joy Gift 
which lasts throughout so many months is 
surely one worth while.” 


“Through blinding tears I thanked God for 


the check because from Him all blessings flow.” 


“T live alone and as economically as I can. 
I do most of my own work... . I have just 


passed my eighty-first birthday.” 


“When the Joy Gift check came, it really 
seemed as if Heaven itself had opened up just 
above us. From the depths of our hearts we 
send thanks.” 


“The checks are always a godsend and have 
helped me to meet so many emergencies which 
seem to be a necessary concomitant of grow- 
ing old.” 


What Will They Say Next Year? 
It Depends Upon the Measure of Our Giving. 
Give Generously That These Aged Servants of the 
Church May Have the Necessities of Life. 





Board of Annuities and Relief 


Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary 


Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 


122 South Fourth Street, Room 410, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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"Freely Ye Have Recewed...” 


By Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod 


Mrs. MacLeod, who has written this article for the PRESBYTERIAN 
SURVEY, is the widow of a former beloved minister of our church and was 
for a time Assistant Secretary of the Board of Women’s Work. She is now 
General Director of the General Department of United Church Women of 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
She and her two daughters reside in New York City. 


agi! as I was taking a taxi 
in New York City, the driver 
spoke as he pointed, “Look! You see 
those three people coming out of that 
park? They spend every night in 
some park in this town.” 

The three persons were a mother, 
a daughter of some twelve years, and 
a son about fourteen. The mother was 
turning in one direction, probably to 
work, while the son and daughter, 
carrying their earthly possessions in 
paper bags, went in another. I won- 
dered where that daughter would 
spend that day and thought, but for 
the grace of God, those young peo- 
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ple might be my own two daughters. 

Whether the driver’s statements 
were accurate or not, we know such 
conditions and worse exist in all sec- 
tions of our country. Homeless per- 
sons wander over the face of the earth 
seeking financial security, many of 
them longing fervently for that inner 
peace which is the heritage of all 
Christians. 

Such circumstances apply not only 
to those uneducated and without ad- 
vantages, and to those who may be 
shiftless and indifferent to the respon- 
sibilities of life, but also to those who 
have been making significant con- 


tributions to society. Suddenly, as a 
thief in the night, tragedy can come 
to anyone. Adverse financial circum- 
stances, the death of the family bread- 
winner, illness, old age with its in- 
creasing infirmities—these and more 
can be suffered by all human beings. 
Then pride, cherished desires, ideals, 
dreams, good intentions, earnest en- 
deavor—all, at times, bow to the 
discipline to which one must submit. 

Do you know what it is to live in 
adequate financial security one minute 
and have it utterly swept away in 
another? 

Or do you happen to be one of 
those fortunate souls who have the 
privilege and experience of saying, 
“It is more blessed to give than to 
receive”? 

Have you been in both positions? 
If so, you are blessed indeed, for you 
realize that the Lord gives and that 
He takes away. You know that there 
is no security save in Him, that 
financial security can be a reality 
again for some only when He touches 
the hearts and souls of those to whom 
He has entrusted much, prompting 
them to minister to His children 
evervwhere. 

What a jov to be one of those so 
prompted! What a joy to share with 
others some portion of one’s goods 
that the love of God may flow—yea, 
surge—through us! What a jov to 
speak thus humbly in His name! What 
a gift for the Christ child when we 
bring ourselves and our possessions to 
be used of Him through His Church 
for His children—our family in 
Christ! 

Such joy is ours as we bring our 
Jov Gift at this season. 

Those who receive some help 
through the annuity and relief funds 
of our Church will be encouraged to 
carry on with lighter hearts, thank- 
ing God for His goodness and re- 
newing their efforts to meet life and 
all that it brings in the spirit of 
Christ. Others thus aided will double 
their efforts to educate sons and 
daughters for Christian living. All 
who are entirely dependent upon this 
ministry of Christ and His Church 
will thank God for any increase in 
gifts which will help to meet living 
costs today. 

He has chosen to work through us, 
to give us the joy of bringing relief, 
help, encouragement, new life to 
others. He is depending upon us. He 
has no other way. 
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These mothers are finding the joy of time spent with this group of little boys and girls. Harold Lambert photo. 


Parents Have Privileges, ‘Too 


By Helen L. Renshaw 


W BEN I FIRST considered ap- 
proaching some of the mothers 
of the girls in my Sunday-school class 
to help me solve a problem, I hesi- 
tated. Why? Because most of these 
women already had many respon- 
sibilities. In most cases there were 
younger children in the home. I felt 
that these mothers were already over- 
burdened, so how could I ask for 
help from them? 

You see, my Sunday-school group 
had been making scrapbooks for the 
children’s hospital. Now their work 
was completed, and I had promised 
that their gifts would be delivered 
immediately. I had planned to take 
the girls to the hospital and even let 
them get acquainted with some of the 
small people confined there. Now an 
emergency in my home prevented 
my going. 

As I say, I hesitated when I phoned 
Joan’s mother. “Would you... 
could you possibly take Joan’s Sun- 
day-school class to the hospital so they 
can deliver their scrapbooks?” I asked 
timidly. 
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Joan’s mother had a lovely, warm 
voice. “Why, I'd love to,” she said 
warmly. “This working with a group 
that is doing something for others 
has done a very great deal for Joan. 
I’m truly grateful to you for heading 
such a splendid undertaking.” 

Yes, 1 admit I was weak with sur- 
prise and relief. 

“I know another mother who I 
think would like to go with me,” con- 
tinued Joan’s mother. “Let me see 
now. ... I'll go when John is home 
so he can look after little Bobby.” 

It was this experience that set me 
thinking. Perhaps I had wrongly as- 
sumed that most parents were just too 
busy to give time to outside activitv 
groups. I suppose it was a remark I 
once overheard that set me on the 
wrong trail. “It’s such a relief now 
that Mary is old enough to join 
things. I’m glad to let someone else 
take the responsibility for a while.” 

It’s true I'd heard one parent say 
this, but in the next few months I 
learned that while parents may in- 
deed welcome the time when outside 


organizations take up part of their 
child’s time, they do not necessarily 
intend to wash their hands of any 
responsibility for those groups. 

Recently my husband attempted to 
organize a group of Sunday-school 
boys for Saturday afternoons of ball 
or hobby interests. He felt that these 
boys should come together more 
often than just for an hour of Sun- 
day-school class worship. 

Nine mothers were willing for their 
sons to be included. Two volunteered 
to help at any time. Three said they 
could arrange for an occasional free 
afternoon, and two others, when 
asked, agreed hesitatingly. Not a bad 
display of interest, I would say. As it 
turned out, the fathers took the after- 
noon quite out of the mothers’ hands 
and made it a “man-to-man” affair. 

Oh, I can’t say that there were none 
who refused flatly to give time or 
made some lame excuse. Certainly 
there are some in any group who at- 
tempt to dodge responsibility, but 
these were surprisingly few, espe- 
cially when you consider the very 
busy person the average parent must 
of necessity be. 


PARENTHOOD COMES FIRST 


An unusual number of young par- 
ents, I find, are coming to consider 
parenthood their highest vocation. It 
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is not enough for these conscientious 
parents that they watch their chil- 
dren’s food, fresh air, and home play. 
They seem to know how valuable 
and necessary a thing it is for every 
child to be a member of some worth- 
while group of boys and girls. Most 
of them recognize, too, that organiza- 
tions have to be headed by competent 
adults or else they speedily go in the 
wrong direction. Mostly, | believe, 
parents see that they are the ones to 
take part in these adolescent groups 
if they are to exist at all. I have to 
pay my respect to the many parents 
who thoughtfully approach this prob- 
lem of sending their children further 
afield and outside of the immediate 
family circle. 

Boys and girls need the special 
social development which is en- 
couraged through membership in co- 
operative, character-building groups, 
and without a doubt, the Christian 
parent first considers some sort of 
organized weekday activity within 
the already established church group. 
Some larger churches have a small 
number of professional, paid leaders. 
It’s a wonderful thing to be able to 
depend on them to some extent, yet 
in most instances they attempt only 
to establish the over-all policy and 
endeavor to train many volunteer 
workers from among the church 
membership. It’s only the active, co- 
operative interest on the part of the 
parents that makes possible their 
work among youngsters. 

“Together” is a magical word be- 
cause of its splendid implications. 
Together the parent and child live. 
Together they plan; together they 
carry out plans. It’s the older child, 
the one who has already reached the 
age for responsibility in group ac- 
tivity, who is ready to “carry out” 
plans with the parent. Obviously it 
is at this stage that a parent’s duties 
are likely to increase rather than 
diminish. 

I sincerely believe that the average 
parents want those first ventures out- 
side of the four walls of the home 
to be kept safe and sane. I believe, 
too, that they are willing to make it 
that way even when it means addi- 
tional duties for themselves. There is 
no such thing as a “lazy” parent- 
hood . . . at least not a successful 
one, accompanied by great joy and 
satisfaction. 

Now then, we have admitted that 
the type of volunteer worker needed 
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is the Christian adult, the thoughtful 
parent who has watched Joan and 
Billy growing up to the point where 
they need the benefits of group mem- 
bership. Yes, these are the people to 
fill the bill because they know Joan’s 
special interests and Billy’s failings. 


PARENTS FEEL UNTRAINED 


Consider next the many conscien- 
tious parents who hesitate to work 
with a whole group. I honestly be- 
lieve they demur, and they are seri- 
ous in their conviction, because they 
are not trained to handle a group. 
Frankly, there was a time when I 
trembled at the thought of handling 
even one child. I didn’t know if I was 
qualified, but I wanted children, and 
even without any great professional 
training my family organization has 
run pretty smoothly through the 
years. I imagine any parent looking 
back over his years of parenthood 
will" be amazed by the utterly “im- 
possible” things he’s learned to do 
and really enjoyed doing, too. The 
enviable qualifications of understand- 
ing and honest concern for youth go 
a long way toward establishing a 
person’s value to a group. It’s that 
genuine interest backed by effort 
which will keep a group of energetic 
youngsters from changing into an 
unruly gang of teen-agers. 

Perhaps it will help the hesitant 
parent if he stops to consider the 
direct benefits that will come to his 
own child if a supervised group of 
some nature is begun. Just what those 
benefits will be to any particular 
child depends largely on his own 
special needs. Almost all groups try 
to offer some kind of instruction. 
They usually establish a definite pro- 
gram to be followed, and these 
programs should aim to teach high 
ideals and worthy ethical standards. 
Working with others will help de- 
velop character traits such as toler- 
ance, understanding, patience. Day 
after day, week after week, these 
things should be emphasized and on 
an entirely different basis from the 
Sunday class meeting approach, for 
this is where your child actually prac- 
tices what is preached. And then, 
your child finds friends. His friend- 
ships are established among those 
whose ideals are also Christian in out- 
look. Just as you need friendship and 
value the church as a source for fine 
contacts, your child needs these same 
associations. 


Here are some examples of what 
does happen. 

“Mother!” Susan bounced in from 
school. “Our Sunday-school class has 
divided itself into two groups. Which- 
ever collects the most money to send 
to a mission in Siam gets a surprise.” 

Susan, whom I privately consider 
downright lazy, spent every available 
minute baking cookies and trudging 
from door to door. She sold dozens 
of cookies, too. What is more im- 
portant, her free time through the 
week was bound up with her church 
and Sunday-school group. Contact 
was not lost during those six interven- 
ing days between Sunday class meet- 
ings. 

Teen-age Bill, who always has to 
be the “head one,” found to his dis- 
may that another boy was a better 
center for his Sunday-school basket- 
ball team than he was. I held my 
breath while Bill debated whether to 
junk the whole thing, go off and 
sulk, or co-operate for the good of 
the group. He co-operated and found 
to his genuine surprise how much 
fun it could be playing a part not 
necessarily of his own choosing. 

Once a month I’ve been observing 
a group of Sunday-school girls who 
meet in my basement recreation room 
to sew together. Sometimes they’ve 
actually found outside sewing proj- 
ects. Once they endeavored to re- 
outfit a small child whose parents 
had been burned out, and part of the 
time they make things just for them- 
selves. A mother of one of these girls 
assured me that her daughter was 
simply impossible with a thread and 
needle. 

“Tm afraid you won’t hold her 
interest,” she said doubtfully, and 
then added, “but she loves group 
singing.” 

So, led by this willing mother, our 
group began to devote part of their 
afternoon to singing together. Now 
their program includes sewing, sing- 
ing, a lot of giggling, and always a 
closing prayer. 

Recently this mother said to me 
with great pride in her voice, “Look! 
My daughter made this apron for 
me.” 

I have found that emphasizing the 
need for parents working and play- 
ing with their children meets with a 
most ready approval, because most 
parents know there’s no better way to 
knit themselves closely to their young. 








SHARE SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCES 

Now if you find mothers or fathers 
who still hesitate, not from lack of 
concern, but because they don’t quite 
trust their own “group” ability, try 
an “experience” meeting. °Call to- 
gether men and women who are 
working successfully to meet with the 
doubtful ones. Make the meeting so 
informal and conversational in tone 
that no one will be ashamed about 
describing his doubts and fears. 
Actually timidity is not such a bar- 
rier as one might think. It may very 
well indicate an overly conscientious 
person who holds back for fear of 
not giving to a group all that it 
deserves. These are probably the very 
ones who will welcome guidance and 
suggestions, and, generally speaking, 
their willingness to learn is all that 
is necessary. 

This parents’ meeting will pro- 
duce many who are eager to share 
their surprises and joys as well as 
those who must present disappoint- 
ments and failure. Let these success- 
ful ones form a pool of wisdom from 
which all can draw and benefit. 

Children are different—yes, they 
are. No two are alike, but I think you 
will never find one who cannot 
understand obedience. Most children, 
too, welcome authority and respect 
the guidance of a leader who obvi- 
ously is working with them and not 
“over” them. There is the cue for 
wise parents. 

There you are, parents. Stop and 
think of the possible benefits coming 
to your child and your neighbor’s 
child through a little additional effort 
on your part. Yes, you who head up 
group activity will be impressed by 
the results and thrilled by your own 
personal sense of accomplishment. 
There is truly rewarding adventure 
for every adult leader, and the places 
to serve are as plentiful as the leaves 
that fall in the autumn. 

So don’t hesitate to create that 
weekday organization of your own 
class group or give a boost to an 
already established group. Just re- 
member when you work that you are 
going to keep your group safe, sane, 
helpful . and just a little noisy, 
for then you'll know there’s life and 
gaiety and worth-while activity brew- 
ing in that band of youngsters you 
are privileged to have under your 
guidance. Can there be any richer 
reward for the Christian parent? 
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F YOU WANT to know more 

about your local church and your 
denomination, be a member of a 
seminar group! This proved to be a 
very profitable method at Second 
Presby terian Church, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, and can be verified by the 
sixteen members of the group—a 
group selected by the session and its 
religious education committee to 
study the needs and work of Second 
Church. 

The session was fortunate in secur- 
ing the services of an expert in the 
field of religious education to lead 
this seminar—Mrs, L. C. Majors, of 
the faculty of the General Assembly’s 
Training School. Every Sunday night 
for seven weeks Mrs. Majors guided 
the discussion and thinking of the 
group for one to two hours. 

Members of the seminar included: 
Fletcher Campbell, chairman, Mrs. 
Harry Matthews, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rutherford Moncure, Mrs. Stuart 
Ragland, Miss Jean Sheaffer, Mrs. 
Evelyn Strother, Mrs. William M. 
Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Wert Cole- 
man, Mrs. William Hobson, Dubose 
McLane, Harrison Marks, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Blanton, and Mrs. Joan 
Penn. 

Most of the sixteen members of the 
group were comparatively new mem- 
bers of Second Church. This seminar 
afforded them a wonderful oppor- 
tunity to get acquainted first hand, 
with the work of this large down- 
town church of almost a thousand 
members, which at that time was 
without a regular pastor. Since the 
seminar ended, Dr. Frederick Olert 
has been called as pastor. 

The first sessions were devoted to 
a discussion of what any Presby- 
terian church should be—thinking of 
the ideal arrangement. The structure 
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of the General Assembly, synod, and 
presbytery, as well as local church, 
was discussed. 

The group considered briefly the 
Christian Church—what it is, its func- 
tion, and its distinctive educational 
tasks. They became convinced that if 
church members were led to accept 
real responsibility for the unsaved 
world when they accepted Christ as 
their personal Saviour, that this 
seminar group, as individuals and as 
a part of Second Presbyterian Church, 
should be more concerned that Sec- 
ond Church be: (1) a living church, 
(2) a believing church, (3) a witness- 
ing church, (4) a teaching church, 
(5) a world-wide church, and (6) a 
church in action. 

To make a church a “living church” 
they discussed in detail the church’s 
program of worship, evangelism, 
teaching, stewardship, visitation, 
leadership education, parent educa- 
tion, missions, counseling, fellowship, 
social service, and recreation. 

These discussions pointed up the 
need for leaders, for efficient organ- 
ization, for leadership, supervision, 
and proper equipment. To help such 
a program to function, the following 
leaders were listed: pastor or pastors, 
directors of religious education, 
elders, deacons, Sunday-school officers 
and teachers, pianists, choir members, 
youth advisers, children’s work ad- 
visers, parent sponsors for Sunday- 
school classes, visitors, men’s club of- 
ficers, women-of-the-church officers, 
Scout leaders, evangelistic visitation 
teams, recreational. leaders, social serv- 
ice workers, and _ hostesses. 

When the work of the Sunday 
school was discussed, the Sunday- 
school superintendent and the direc- 
tor of religious education were pres- 
ent to answer questions and enter 
into the discussion. On several oc- 
casions, members of the session were 
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By Dubose McLane* 


also present. 

One of the most encouraging re- 
sults of the seminar was the way in 
which its members volunteered for 
church work in a variety of capacities. 
At the last meeting of the group, each 
member was handed a sheet of paper, 
listing all the various opportunities 
for church leadership, and asked to 
indicate where he would best like to 
serve. Long-time vacancies were im- 
mediately filled by these church mem- 
bers who had come to know better 
their Church, its needs and respon- 
sibilities, and channels of service. 

Before the seminar ended, the ses- 
sion asked that the group make 
specific recommendations as a result 
of its study. These recommendations 
are as follows: 


1. That the session follow the general 
practice of the Assembly, synod, 
and presbytery, and appoint a com- 
mittee of religious education to 
study the educational needs of the 
church and to direct procedures 
and activities to meet these needs. 

2. That the session annually elect or 
re-elect a Sunday-school superin- 
tendent and an assistant superin- 
tendent, and that neither the 
superintendent nor the assistant 
superintendent be eligible to suc- 
ceed himself for more than three 
consecutive years. 

3. That the Sunday-school council 
meet at least quarterly to evaluate 
work being done and plan together 
for various activities essential to 
the work as a whole. 

4. That each Sunday-school depart- 
ment officers and teachers meet 
monthly as a department to plan 
together the work of the depart- 
ment—teaching, visiting, home co- 
operation, etc. 

5. That the Sunday-school superin- 
tendent with the help of the de- 
partment superintendents and the 
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director of religious education plan 
a quarterly workers’ conference to 
include inspiration, information, and 
promotion. 

6. That an organized congregational 
visitation program be directed by a 
specially selected committee, in- 
cluding representatives from the 
church officers’ groups, the women 
of the church, and all adult classes. 
Purpose: to visit every member of 
the congregation with some in- 
spirational news concerning the life 
of the church. 

7. That careful and immediate con- 
sideration be given to providing the 
following: (a) a specific plan 
worked out in co-operation with 
the pastor for regularly welcoming 
and orientating new members; (b) 
a definite program of evangelistic 
visitation worked out and promoted 
continuously; (c) a mimeographed 
roster of the congregation with 
addresses, including a list of all 
church officers and officers of the 
women of the church, the Sunday- 
school officers and teachers, for the 
congregation and a notice of its 
being available carried in the weekly 
bulletin. 


8. That an annual church planning 
conference be held for the pur- 
pose of evaluating the present pro- 
gram and planning together to 
strengthen weak places and move 
forward. The personnel of this 
planning conference to include rep- 
resentatives from: the session, the 
diaconate, men of the church, 
women of the church, all adult 
classes, and youth groups. 


9. That the committee of religious 
education take the initiative in plan- 
ning for groups similar to the one 
which we have participated in, and 
that the persons asked to par- 
ticipate not be limited to a given 
number. 


Some Suggestions 
for Prayer 
Let us include in our praying this 
month the following petitions: 


That each of us this glad season may 
say from our hearts— 


“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior. 


Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for be has visited and redeemed his 
people.” (R.S.v.) 


That in this season Christians may 
serve as forerunners of Jesus, wit- 
nessing “to make a people prepared 
for the Lord.” 


That parents and all adults may so 
plan for the celebration of Christmas 
that in all our homes we may feel His 
presence near and hear His whisper in 
our hearts “The Lord is with you.” 


That there may come to each of us 
through this Christmastide an ex- 
perience that will lead us to the point 
of renewed and complete consecration 
to Christ, whereby we will come to 
say “Be it unto me according to thy 
word”’—Thy will. : 


That we be used through our prayers 
and some special service this Christ- 
mas to tell others of the “good tidings 
of great joy ... to all people.” 


That with the turbulent world about 
us the people of the Church will, at 
this great Advent Season, remember 
that “with God all things are pos- 
sible” and look unto Him continually 
for His will in our world. 


That all Christians the world around 
may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and so love, and live, and serve, and 
endure, that is be “to the glory and 
praise of our God.” 


“*Tis not enough that Christ was born 

Beneath the star that shone, 

And earth was set that holy morn 
Within a golden zone. 

He must be born within the heart 
Before He finds a throne, 

And brings the day of love and 

ood, 
The reign of Christlike brother- 
hood.” 
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Among this group of bright faces may be that of a blind child. How different is he 
from the others? H. Armstrong Roberts photo. 


The Blind Child 


and His Friends 


By Mattie A. Adair 


er YEARS AGO, a little girl 
of five came to our school for the 
blind. She was totally blind and had 
been in a family with other children 
but had never been told that she was 
any different from them. She had 
gradually learned to do things for 
herself as other children do and was 
not aware that she had any more 
difficulty than they in doing them. 
Two weeks after she came to us, she 
was helping the other children and 
feeling sorry for them because appar- 
rently there was something “wrong” 
with them. She grew up to take part 
in all school activities, and this year 
she graduated from high school as 
valedictorian of her class. 

The little girl’s parents had the 
right idea; all those who work with 
handicapped children should make 
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this attitude a « irting point in their 
dealings with . m. The handicapped 
child has th same feelings and 
desires, the s.....e interests, and with 
a few limitations, he enjoys the same 
things as the normal child. The little 
blind child has the same need for 
love, security, and a sense of accom- 
plishment as his sighted friends. He 
wants to please, to have fun, to have 
friends, to have treasures of his very 
own, to work and play, to laugh and 
sing and run and shout. And he does 
all these things with as much joy and 
satisfaction as his sighted brothers 
and sisters. 

In a special school for the blind, the 
child learns alongside children like 
himself, and there is no embarrassing 
comparison with the accomplishment 
of a sighted child. But when this same 
child is with sighted people at home 
during vacation or before he attends 
school, the attitude of his sighted col- 
leagues, his parents, or his church- 


school teachers and classmates is most 
important. 

Sometimes parents will indulge a 
blind child, feeling that he should be 
excused from small home duties that 
are expected of other members of the 
family. This may cause resentment on 
the part of brothers and sisters, and 
give the child himself a feeling of not 
being “on the team.” Parents may 
even expect the others to serve the 
child—doing things for him that he 
could learn to do himself, thus deny- 
ing him the very sense of achieve- 
ment that acts as a challenge to fur- 
ther success. Children take their cue 
from those around them, and the 
parents should help other members of 
the family to accept the blind child 
as an equal member of the working 
group. He should be encouraged to 
be independent. He should be given 
tasks to do. He should be allowed to 
taste success and praise, not for tasks 
invented to suit him, but for real jobs. 

Orderliness and routine that are 
good for any child are essential for 
the blind child. He must have a “place 
for everything and everything in its 
place” so that he can find things with- 
out help. Routine gives him a sense 
of security because he knows what 
to expect. 

Sound, of course, is very important 
to the blind child. A pleasant, low- 
pitched, but clear voice should be 
used in addressing him. Blind people 
are very sensitive to voices. My stu- 
dents all address me by name on the 
campus, with only my “Good morn- 
ing” to judge by. Music is good, and 
any inclination toward accomplish- 
ment in this field should be warmly 
encouraged. If no gift is apparent, 
then appreciation of good music can 
be-cultivated. The radio is a help, but 
too much use of it should be dis- 
couraged. The blind child can become 
too passive in his participation of 
pleasures. Every child can sing, and 
a piano in the home would perhaps 
be better than a radio. 

A great deal of joy and real excite- 
ment can be found in cultivating a 
good ear. One of my small, totally 
blind boys who is restless, noisy, and 
mischievous, can be silenced in a flash 
if he hears a bird song through the 
open window in the spring. He can 
identify many of the bird songs, too, 
and his imitation of crickets and 
locusts and grasshoppers has the class 
entranced. Nature study day is no 
problem in this class of usually rather 
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unruly boys. One day I saw my same 
little friend on the campus with one 
of his partially-sighted friends, “show- 
ing” him a bird on a branch that he 
had located by its song. They were 
both cocking their heads and listening 
with all their hearts. On another oc- 
casion a frightened young robin flew 
into the classroom. What a thrill it 
was to this child to hold the bird 
and free it at the open window! 
Naturally, along with the joy of 
listening are those of smelling and 


_ touching. The sensitive fingers trained 


to read Braille touch with gentle ap- 
preciation the lovely texture of a 
flower or a baby’s hand or a fine new 
textile or the rough bark of a tree 
or the soft, thick fur of a dog. The 
fragrance of a flower is a delight 
more precious to them than to us. 
A little blind child can have lots of 
fun in the kitchen with mother, learn- 
ing to distinguish the smells of the 
various condiments and foods. It is 
good training too. 

Blind people of all ages are much 
less concerned or sensitive about their 
handicap than most people expect, 
but they do not like to be pitied. 
There are some things we must do 
for them, and any kind of help 
should be given with understanding 
and tact, and in a natural way. Al- 
ways indicate by a greeting of some 
kind your entrance into a room, giv- 
ing your name if the person does not 
know your voice well. Teach the 
blind child to face toward the 
speaker by locating the voice. When 
walking with a blind person, have 
him take your arm and walk half a 
step ahead of him so that he antici- 
pates a step up or down by your 
movement. Most people feel that they 
should take the arm of a blind person 
and “pilot” him, but it is much more 
conspicuous and not nearly as helpful. 

In the church school, a blind child 
should be included in all activities. 
He usually memorizes well, and when 
he is old enough, he should have 
definite parts in plays, pageants, wor- 
ship services, and so forth. Part of 
my work at the school for the blind 
is the directing of dramatics and as- 
sembly programs. I have staged all 
kinds of plays and pageants, and folks 
in the audience have said that they 
wouldn’t have realized that the actors 
were blind if they had not known 
beforehand. Stage settings and proper- 
ties should be placed carefully; then 
the blind child can be shown once 
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or twice just where everything is. 
Care should be taken to replace things 
in exactly the same position at rehear- 
sals. The Christmas story has tre- 
mendous appeal, and a blind child in 
the church school should have the joy 
and satisfaction of taking part in such 
a play or pageant. My blind shep- 
herds, angels, and Wise Men have 
brought the Christmas message to 
hundreds of their friends in a very 
real way. 

Whether you are a parent, a 
teacher, or a friend of a blind child, 
you will guide him so that he may 
adjust himself to the world in which 
he must live. You will see to it that 
he has an opportunity to do as many 
things as possible which his sighted 
friends do. You will help him to de- 
velop an “all-round” personality. And 
you will encourage his spiritual 
growth by acquainting him with the 
best Guide—the one who promised, 


“I will bring the blind by a way 
that they know not; 

In paths that they know not will 
I lead them; 

I will make darkness light before 
them, and crooked places 
straight. 

These things will I do, and I will 
not forsake them.” 





The Small 
Church 
Choir 
Plans for 
Christmas 


(Continued from page 22) 


“Three Christmas Carols,” Sets 1 
and 2. Arrangements by Lara Hog- 
gard of Fred Waring Organization. 
(Shawnee Press, East Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania. ) 

One, two, or three voices on a 
lovely descant add interest to a carol. 
Children love to sing them. They 
create new interest among singers and 
congregation. Try “Descants on 
Christmas Carols,” Hall-McCreary 
(Auditorium Series #47), 25 cents. 





You can have all sopranos sing these 
descants while the congregation sings 
melody. For variety, use violin, flute, 
or solo stop on organ. 


OTHER MUSIC 


One of my favorite carol arrange- 
ments, simple enough for any choir, is 
“Silent Night,” arranged by Harry 
Robert Wilson (Hall-McCreary). 
Harp, piano, or piano and organ ac- 
companiment may be used. The 
descant may be done by voice, violin, 
or both. It may be obtained for treble 
choir (#2534), or- mixed choir 
(#1624), 18 cents, 

Another carol of exquisite beauty, 
not too difficult, is “While Stars 
Their Vigil Keep,” Morton Luvaas 
(C. C. Birchard, #343). This takes 
a good choir, but may be done by a 
small group. 

Don’t overlook the possibilities of 
SAB anthems if your number of men 
is. limited. Much Christmas music is 
arranged for these voices. Get listings 
at your local music store. If you have 
few tenors and many altos, have some 
altos sing tenor. If you have few 
altos and many sopranos, have some 
sopranos sing alto. It isn’t necessary 
to push voices to sing these parts. 

“While by Our Sleeping Flock” 
(“Song of the Shepherds,” E. C. 
Schirmer, Boston, #1685) is an echo 
carol which can be done by any alert 
four-part choir. It can be obtained 
for women’s voices (#1848) or SAB 
(#2235). 

When rehearsing children for 
Christmas music, the records of the 
St. Luke’s Boy Choristers, released by 
Capitol Records, may be used. Your 
children will get ideas of tone and 
phrasing from the work of these boys. 
There is also a recording of “Silent 
Night” by the Vienna Boy Choir 
which may be used if you can find it. 
H. Royer Smith Company, Tenth 
and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia, can 
supply rare records if .your dealer 
does not have them. 

No one can sing our songs of praise 
for us, and the praises of our con- 
gregation are more acceptable than 
professional praises of finest singers. 
The music of a small choir can be 
beautiful. Resources are available in 
any church. Let us take inventory of 
our resources, plan wisely, pray for 
inspiration, and- lead our people in the 
paths of musical beauty and peace at 
this Christmastime. 
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The women who attended the Women’s 
Training School of Snedecor Memorial 
Synod, held at Stillman College last sum- 


mer. 


Dear Friends, 


Just as the Epistle of James is writ- 
ten in “letter style, present tense, and 
shows the use of practical expres- 
sions,” I want this message to come 
to you to bring alive the Women’s 
Training School, Snedecor Memorial 
Synod, held at Stillman College, 
August 7-14, 1951. 

What did we see? What did we 
hear? What are we doing? Such inter- 
rogations may well keep the 139 dele- 
gates of the Seventh Annual Stillman 
Training School safely sheltered 
“under His wings,” for “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye df ye do 
them.” 

Yes, it was the best school we have 
ever had, showing improvement in 
every respect. We wonder why— 
maybe because the realization was 
apparent all around that God “hath 
made of one blood all nations.” He 
is no respecter of persons. This fact 
was definitely brought out in the 
communion and fellowship together. 
Is not this the time for Christians to 
witness for Him? 

Where was the training. accom- 
plished? In effective places, impres- 
sive places in the Prayer Room; under 
the guidance of the dean of the train- 
ing school, Mrs. John L, Parkes, and 
the assistant dean, Mrs. Arena L. 
Devarieste; in Wéinsborough Hall 
where Mrs. Ben Knox, Mrs. H. Q. 
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Huie, and Mrs. Spencer Murray 
guided registration and gave informa- 
tion on credits, and where Miss Mary 
Blue, Synodical President, assisted 
also; in the new, beautiful Activities 
Building where classes were held; and 
in the Brown Memorial Presbyterian 
Church where worship services drew 
us nearer to God. 

Early in the morning the strains of 
organ music called us to worship. In 
silence we approached the throne of 
grace while different members of the 
worship class conducted the devo- 
tional period under the supervision of 
our beloved Miss Myrtle Williamson. 
The Bible Hour followed, and we 
read, heard, saw, and resolved to do! 
As a method for doing these things 
Wwe were encouraged to tell what we 
saw in the book of James, even as the 
great scientist Agassiz required his 
pupil to study the fish and tell what 
he saw. It brought our thoughts to- 
gether to study God’s Word in the 
Bible Hour under’ Rev. Albert C. 
Winn. Now we know the Royal Law 
is “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” 

The class, “How to Study the 
Bible,” taught by Rev. C. H. Wil- 
liams, presented many helpful meth- 
ods for studying the Bible. 

In the class on Christian citizen- 
ship, each was reminded that to be 


a good citizen, one must be a Chris- 
tian citizen. 

From the teachings, discussions, 
and notebooks returned for use, those 
who pursued the class in organization 
and work, under Mrs. Devarieste, 
know they can be “doers of the 
word.” 

In the class in Christian witnessing, 
Rev. Alex. Batchelor brought out that 
to build the bridge of faith, we must 
have two pillars: “Know God” and 
“Know people.” Then this bridge of 
faith can be built by those who strive 
to be effective Christians, with faith in 
His written Word, the Bible, and 
faith in the living Word, Christ. 

In Miss Evelyn Green’s class, 
activity in song and games were used 
as a means of training us in Missions 
in the Local Church. During the 
school Miss Louise B. Miller, who 
had a large part in starting the Negro 
Women’s Training School at Still- 
man, sent best wishes to us in a tele- 
gram. She had arrived from Korea 
in the United States, and we wished 
she could have seen this school. 

In recreation we had fun under Miss 
B. Lewis’ leadership and then before 
the close of our recreation hour we 
were carried back to the Cross by 
visual education as a picture of the 
cross was thrown on the screen and 
we sang together a hymn of the cross. 
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Miss Lewis also gave our “Book 
Chats” which were most helpful and 
were the means of more interest for 
class assignments, since the instructors 
required research work from the 
book display. Credits were received 
only on approval of all work handed 
in to instructors, and attendance at 
classes. Real training! 

“Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only,” the theme of our train- 
ing school, was emphasized in the 
welcome extended by Dr. Sam B. 
Hay, president of Stillman College, 
and the address by Mr. Batchelor on 
Tuesday evening, August 7, as the 
school opened. We know more about 
Stewardship through the excellent 
dialogue presentation by Miss Janie 
W. McGaughey and Rev. Bob 
Hodges, Jr., and delegates must be 
better stewards as they return home. 

Miss Mary B. Crawford, missionary 
from the Congo, gave many interest- 
ing details of the work there and 
the improvement Christianity has 
brought. The picture, Congo’s To- 
morrow, we will not forget, nor the 
dress of the female Congo native. 

Our concert artist, Mrs. Rosa Page 
Welch, gave a recital that touched 
the hearts of all who heard her. She 
was ably accompanied by Mr. G. 
Richard Washington, organist of 
Brown Memorial Church. Mrs. Welch 
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also led our afternoon conferences 
on church music. This was a rich 
experience for all who attended. 
We are so proud that Mrs. Welch 
can be heard by the Africans through 
the recordings Miss Crawford made 
to take back to Congo with her. On 
Saturday night following the concert, 
a social hour was enjoyed with the 
Women of the Church of Brown 
Memorial Church as hostesses. 

The annual meeting of the Women 
of the Church of Snedecor Memorial 
Synod took place on the second day 
of the school. At this time Mrs. H. A. 
Martin was elected president, Miss 
M. E. Van Meter, recording secre- 
tary, and Mrs. J. Carr, corresponding 
secretary. The officers were installed 
by Mrs. Paul Buckles, past chairman 
of the Women’s Advisory Council. 
During the School, the synodical of- 
ficers had an Officers’ Training Class 
led by Mrs. Buckles, Mrs. T. Smith 
Brewer, chairman of the Board of 
Women’s Work, Miss Annie Tait 
Jenkins, Director, Field Program De- 
partment, Board of Women’s Work, 
and Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Exe- 
cutive Secretary, Board of Women’s 
Work. 

Snedecor Memorial Synodical will 
continue until Snedecor Region is or- 
ganized; then officers will be elected 
for Snedecor Region. The Region 





plan was explained by Mr. Batchelor, 
Secretary, Division of Negro Work, 
Board of Church Extension. 

How fortunate we were to receive 
the blessing brought through one of 
the vice-moderators of our Church, 
Dr. Marion A. Boggs, pastor of 
Second Presbyterian Church, Little 
Rock, Arkansas, as he preached Sun- 
day morning on “The Christian Mes- 
sage of Today,” taking ‘his text from 
II Corinthians 5:20. Mrs. Welch was 
soloist and Mr. Williams presided 
and conducted the impressive Com- 
munion service. 

Nine certificates were awarded, and 
six diplomas, with gold stars for 
memorizing Bible verses, went to 
twenty-five delegates. Two hundred 
fifty-two credits were earned. Mrs. 
Brewer gave an inspiring message on 
“The Path and the Pattern” on the 
final evening of our school during 
the Consecration Candlelight Service. 
This service made us remember we 
were as lights shining in a darkened 
world. 

What did we see? What did we 
hear? What are we doing? The days 
ahead will be the answer. 

Sincerely, 


Valena §. Parrish 
Mrs. Vaughn Parrish 
Vice-President, Women of the Church, 
Snedecor Memorial Synod. 










This brief account gives insight into youth work on one of our 
mission fields, its similarities to and differences from youth work 


in America 





TO SHOW 





TO GOD 


By Mrs. J. A. McAlpine 


Missionary to Gifu, Japan 


THE WAY 








HEN WE STARTED our 

Christian Youth Center work in 
Gifu in February a year.ago, it was 
strictly on an experimental basis. No 
one in the Mission had ever tried a 
Youth Center. No one knew how it 
would work out. But everyone agreed 
that we must have more room for 
our youth program, 

With an overflow crowd of ninety 
at our college Bible class, forty or 
fifty others every Tuesday night at 
another Bible class, and another sixty 
or seventy every Sunday afternoon 
for Sunday school, the old residence 
at Kokonoe-cho was literally “burst- 
ing at the seams.” 

The solution to our problem seemed 
to be to rent a good-sized room some- 
where. Fortunately we were able to 
do this, securing the use of the audi- 
torium of Seibi Girls’ School, located 
a short distance from the center -of 
the city. Needed carpentry, new 
plaster, and fresh paint gave the place 
such a face-lifting that it was prac- 
tically unrecognizable! In order to 
achieve a homey look, we put in 
shelves for books and magazines and 
bought a few easy chairs. The school 
allowed us the use of their Ping-pong 
tables. Young people’s groups sent us 
puzzles, checkers, and parchesi. On 
the walls we hung three beautiful 
Hofmann prints sent by friends in 
Graham, Texas. Now we were all set. 
Would anyone come? 

That question was soon answered, 
as we have been too busy to count 
them all! We have even lost track of 
the different kinds of meetings that 
have been held in the Youth Center. 
There have been big meetings and 
little meetings—all the way from the 
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World Day of Prayer Meeting in 
February to a Sunday-school teachers’ 
retreat. Early in May we held a com- 
mittee meeting for women from the 
different churches.of Gifu interested 
in doing personal work, such as house- 
to-house calling and hospital visita- 
tion. On May 5, Children’s Day, we 
had a party for orphan children and 
their relatives. Even the grandmothers 
enjoyed trying to pin the tail on the 
donkey! 

Youth Center-ites are not all youth. 
They range in age from toddlers who 
can barely talk to bald-headed “old- 
sters.” At a Sunday evening service 
there last winter, a man who said he 
had been running away from God for 
thirty-five years decided to give his 
heart to God. 

They come for Sunday school on 
Sunday morning at 8:30, some 140- 
strong. No chance for a Sunday 
morning snooze for anyone in that 
neighborhood! Since practically all of 
these youngsters come from non- 
Christian homes, one of our big 
projects is to call on their parents 
and introduce them to Christ. What 
a challenge! 

They come on Tuesday after- 
noons, about 120 of them—mostly 
high school students, with a few 





brave junior highers (shaky over their 
newly-acquired English), and some 
still braver employed young people, 
afraid they have forgotten all they 
ever knew! Of course they are curious 
at first. Just what is the Youth Cen- 
ter? Just what is the Bible? Just 
what are missionaries? But after the 
first time, many come back, bringing 
their friends with them. 

On Fridays the college and uni- 
versity young people come, not quite 
so many in numbers, but just as en- 
thusiastic and interested. Some seven 
or eight schools are represented. 
These students assume complete 
charge of the program except for 
the Bible lesson itself. They have a 
committee with representatives from 
each school which plans the activities 
of the Bible class. This is Christian 
democracy in action. 

Is all of this really worth while? 
Is it worth while for hundreds of 
young people to own and read the 
Bible? Is it worth while for them 
to meet together weekly to sing, and 
talk, and pray together? Is it worth 
while for them to learn of God and 
sin and salvation? Is it worth while 
to get to know them personally and 
to urge them to go to church? Is it 
worth while to give them Christian 
literature, newspapers, tracts, to take 
home and share with their families? 

We feel that it is. If we achieved 
nothing more than to put the Word 
of God in the hands of each of these 
young people, we feel that we shall 
have given them the most precious 
possession they will ever own. But 
that is only the beginning. Already 
some of their mothers have joined 
the Women’s Bible study class held 
monthly in Japanese. Already some 
of the young people have found their 
Lord and Saviour and been taken 
into the church. Graduates from 
these Bible classes have gone out all 
over the prefecture, taking their Bibles. 

“To show the way to God”—that’s 
what we’re trying to do at the Gifu 
Christian Youth Center. 
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OUR PROTESTANT HERITAGE 
SNS 


By J. B. Bisceglia 


Director of the Italian Mission, Kansas City, Missouri 


N JUNE, 1951, the Associated 

Press related that James N. Gape, 
a Detroit salesman, was informed that 
his cousin in England had left him 
an inheritance of $254,000, on con- 
dition that he and his family would 
move to England for life. The 
temptation was very great, especially 
since the family background is en- 
tirely English; but after much thought 
and prayer, he decided that he would 
remain in the United States and 
renounce the English inheritance, 
since he considered the American 
heritage much greater for himself and 
his American-born wife and children. 

There came a time in my life when 
I also had to make a momentous deci- 
sion, whether or not to turn my back 
on all that had been dear to my 
ancestors, and renounce my Italian 
citizenship for the American heritage, 
and start on my great adventure in 
Christ. I want to say clearly and 
emphatically that I have never re- 
gretted such a decision, that I am 
increasingly happy in my adventure, 
and that although I have chosen one 
of the least remunerative and the least 
glamorous vocations, Home Mission 
work among a foreign-speaking peo- 
ple, yet I feel richer beyond the 
dreams of avarice because of the in- 
valuable bequests I have found in this 
most glorious Protestant heritage. 


Dr. Bisceglia delivered this message Sunday 
evening, August 19, 1951, during the Conference 
on Church Extension, at Montreat, North Caro- 
lina. Additional copies of this message may be 
obtained by the Department of Promotion, 
Board of Church Extension, 605 Henry Grady 
Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. 
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1 AM RICHER BECAUSE OF 
PROTESTANT AMERICA 

In recent times I have heard minis- 
ters and publicists, educators and 
sociologists describe in vivid colors 
all the faults they have discovered in 
the American life, from the number 
of divorces to the number of crimes, 
from drunkenness to drug addiction, 
from cheating in school to political 
corruption. Now I am well ac- 
quainted with these conditions, since 
I have lived in Kansas City—“The 
Heart of America”—for many years. 

Since I was born neither an Amer- 
ican nor a Protestant, I think I am 
able to look at Protestant America ob- 
jectively ‘and appreciatively. There- 
fore, even at the risk of being labeled 
unrealistic, prejudiced, or ignorant, I 
am going to dwell on the good that 
I find in Protestant America. 

Today, I feel richer because as I 
stood on Plymouth Rock, I flew on 
the wings of my imagination to the 
Mayflower and saw- the Pilgrim 
Fathers beginning their covenant with 
the words, “In the name of God, 
Amen.” I am richer because when I 
visited Mt. Vernon, there appeared 
on the walls of my memory a picture 
of Washington praying at Valley 
Forge. I am richer because when I 
walked through Jefferson’s home, 
Monticello, I appreciated as never 
before the spirit of the Declaration 
of Independence. I am richer because 
as I bowed at Springfield, Illionis, at 
the tomb of Lincoln, and at Wash- 
ington and Lee University in Lexing- 


ton, Virginia, before that of General 
Lee, I felt a kinship with those two 
great spirits in their great love for 
America. I am richer because as I 
walked in the manse of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Staunton, 
Virginia, where Wilson was born, and 
visited his tomb in Washington, I 
felt his heart breaking as his dream 
for the League of Nations was blasted. 
I am richer because of the fine men 
and women, boys and girls, who have 
honored me with their friendship as 
they entertained me in their homes, 
in their churches, and on their con- 
ference grounds, and they have given 
me an excellent demonstration of the 
proverbial Southern hospitality. 

I rejoice that this new nation was 
first settled by the Pilgrim Fathers, 
the Dutch Reformed, the French 
Huguenots, the Italian Waldensians, 
the Scotch Presbyterians, the German 
Lutherans, and other Protestants, who 
gave us the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, the Constitution, the Bill 
of Rights, and the very form of our 
Government. Because of this rich 
heritage millions of people around 
the world are most anxious to ex- 
change places with us. 


| AM RICHER BECAUSE OF 
AN OPEN BIBLE 
Few can understand better than 1 
do, perhaps, the joy experienced by 
Martin Luther when he discovered 
the Bible which had been chained in 
a monastery, since I did not see a 
Bible until I came to this country. 
You can imagine my thrill when I 
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Christian Youth Center work in 
Gifu in February a year.ago, it was 
strictly on an experimental basis. No 
one in the Mission had ever tried a 
Youth Center. No one knew how it 
would work out. But everyone agreed 
that we must have more room for 
our youth program, 

With an overflow crowd of ninety 
at our college Bible class, forty or 
fifty others every Tuesday night at 
another Bible class, and another sixty 
or seventy every Sunday afternoon 
for Sunday school, the old residence 
at Kokonoe-cho was literally “burst- 
ing at the seams.” 

The solution to our problem seemed 
to be to rent a good-sized room some- 
where. Fortunately we were able to 
do this, securing the use of the audi- 
torium of Seibi Girls’ School, located 
a short distance from the center of 
the city. Needed carpentry, new 
plaster, and fresh paint gave the place 
such a face-lifting that it was prac- 
tically unrecognizable! In order to 
achieve a homey look, we put in 
shelves for books and magazines and 
bought a few easy chairs. The school 
allowed us the use of their Ping-pong 
tables. Young people’s groups sent us 
puzzles, checkers, and parchesi. On 
the walls we hung three beautiful 
Hofmann prints sent by friends in 
Graham, Texas. Now we were all set. 
Would anyone come? 

That question was soon answered, 
as we have been too busy to count 
them all! We have even lost track of 
the different kinds of meetings that 
have been held in the Youth Center. 
There have been big meetings and 
little meetings—all the way from the 
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World Day of Prayer Meeting in 
February to a Sunday-school teachers’ 
retreat. Early in May we held a com- 
mittee meeting for women from the 
different churches of Gifu interested 
in doing personal work, such as house- 
to-house calling and hospital visita- 
tion. On May 5, Children’s Day, we 
had a party for orphan children and 
their relatives. Even the grandmothers 
enjoyed trying to pin the tail on the 
donkey! 

Youth Center-ites are not all youth. 
They range in age from toddlers who 
can barely talk to bald-headed “old- 
sters.” At a Sunday evening service 
there last winter, a man who said he 
had been running away from God for 
thirty-five years decided to give his 
heart to God. 

They come for Sunday school on 
Sunday morning at 8:30, some 140- 
strong. No chance for a Sunday 
morning snooze for anyone in that 
neighborhood! Since practically all of 
these youngsters come from non- 
Christian homes, one of our big 
projects is to call on their parents 
and introduce them to Christ. What 
a challenge! 

They come on Tuesday after- 
noons, about 120 of them—mostly 
high school students, with a few 





brave junior highers (shaky over their 
newly-acquired English), and some 
still braver employed young people, 
afraid they have forgotten all they 
ever knew! Of course they are curious 
at first. Just what is the Youth Cen- 
ter? Just what is the Bible? Just 
what are missionaries? But after the 
first time, many come back, bringing 
their friends with them. 

On Fridays the college and uni- 
versity young people come, not quite 
so many in numbers, but just as en- 
thusiastic and interested. Some seven 
or eight schools are represented. 
These students assume complete 
charge of the program except for 
the Bible lesson itself. They have a 
committee with representatives from 
each school which plans the activities 
of the Bible class. This is Christian 
democracy in action. 

Is all of this really worth while? 
Is it worth while for hundreds of 
young people to own and read the 
Bible? Is it worth while for them 
to meet together weekly to sing, and 
talk, and pray together? Is it worth 
while for them to learn of God and 
sin and salvation? Is it worth while 
to get to know them personally and 
to urge them to go to church? Is it 
worth while to give them Christian 
literature, newspapers, tracts, to take 
home and share with their families? 

We feel that it is. If we achieved 
nothing more than to put the Word 
of God in the hands of each of these 
young people, we feel that we shall 
have given them the most precious 
possession they will ever own. But 
that is only the beginning. Already 
some of their mothers have joined: 
the Women’s Bible study class held 
monthly in Japanese. Already some 
of the young people have found their 
Lord and Saviour and been taken 
into the church. Graduates from 


these Bible classes have gone out all 
over the prefecture, taking their Bibles. 

“To show the way to God”—that’s 
what we’re trying to do at the Gifu 
Christian Youth Center. 
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| AM RICHER BECAUSE QF 
PROTESTANT AMERICA 


In recent times I have heard minis- 
ters and publicists, educators and 
sociologists describe in vivid colors 
all the faults they have discovered in 
the American life, from the number 
of divorces to the number of crimes, 
from drunkenness to drug addiction, 
from cheating in school to political 
corruption. Now I am well ac- 
quainted with these conditions, since 
I have lived in Kansas City—The 
Heart of America”—for many years. 

Since I was born neither an Amer- 
ican nor a Protestant, I think I am 
able to look at Protestant America ob- 
jectively ‘and appreciatively. There- 
fore, even at the risk of being labeled 
unrealistic, prejudiced, or ignorant, I 
am going to dwell on the good that 
I find in Protestant America. 

Today, I feel richer because as I 
stood on Plymouth Rock, I flew on 
the wings of my imagination to the 
Mayflower and saw. the Pilgrim 
Fathers beginning their covenant with 
the words, “In the name of God, 
Amen.” I am richer because when I 
visited Mt. Vernon, there appeared 
on the walls of my memory a picture 
of Washington praying at Valley 
Forge. I am richer because when I 
walked through Jefferson’s home, 
Monticello, I appreciated as never 
before the spirit of the Declaration 
of Independence. I am richer because 
as I bowed at Springfield, Illionis, at 
the tomb of Lincoln, and at Wash- 
ington and Lee University in Lexing- 


ton, Virginia, before that of General 
Lee, I felt a kinship with those two 
great spirits in their great love for 
America. I am richer because as I 
walked in the manse of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Staunton, 
Virginia, where Wilson was born, and 
visited his tomb in Washington, I 
felt his heart breaking as his dream 
for the League of Nations was blasted. 
I am richer because of the fine men 
and women, boys and girls, who have 
honored me with their friendship as 
they entertained me in their homes, 
in their churches, and on their con- 
ference grounds, and they have given 
me an excellent demonstration of the 
proverbial Southern hospitality. 

I rejoice that this new nation was 
first settled by the Pilgrim Fathers, 
the Dutch Reformed, the French 
Huguenots, the Italian Waldensians, 
the Scotch Presbyterians, the German 
Lutherans, and other Protestants, who 
gave us the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, the Constitution, the Bill 
of Rights, and the very form of our 
Government. Because of this rich 
heritage millions of people around 
the world are most anxious to ex- 
change places with us. 


| AM RICHER BECAUSE OF 
AN OPEN BIBLE 
Few can understand better than I 
do, perhaps, the joy experienced by 
Martin Luther when he discovered 
the Bible which had been chained in 
a monastery, since I did not see a 
Bible until I came to this country. 
You can imagine my thrill when I 




















learned that it was God’s letter to 
me, and—what is equally important— 
that in all the intervening years | 
have been the recipient of all the 
blessings contained in His precious 
promises, and I have discovered that 
the Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation to all those who believe. 

A certain boy came to the Mission 
over twenty years ago, He attended 
Sunday school and church, and one 
day he asked us to give him a Bible 
in the Italian language for his mother. 
The boy grew into young manhood 
and married outside of our com- 
munity. It proved to be an unfor- 
tunate marriage, and he was lost al- 
most completely to us. One day Mrs. 
Bisceglia and one of our workers 
were asked to visit a family living 
several blocks from our new church. 
Providentially, the woman was not 
in, and they proceeded to inquire 
about her from a near relative. They 
took advantage of this opportunity 
and invited her and her husband to 
come to church. Surprise of all sur- 
prises in our community, there was 
an immediate acceptance of the in- 
vitation. The following Sunday hus- 
band and wife were in attendance at 
the evening service in Italian. In due 
time they: accepted Christ as their 
personal Saviour, and when we visited 
in the home she took out a large, 
worn-out New Testament in Italian, 
and reminded us that she was the 
woman to whom we had sent the New 
Testament twenty years ago. They 
told us of a visit from the local priest, 
and upon receiving an invitation from 
him, they informed him that they 
had the Gospel which is “the power 
of God unto salvation to all those 
who believe,” to which he answered 
that twenty thousand Bibles would 
not be able to save them without bis 
forgiveness. This fine old couple is 
very happy in Christ today and, what 
is equally important, they brought 
back their boy and his wife to Christ. 
Truly His word shall never return 
to Him void. God works in a 
mysterious way His wonders to 
perform. 


| AM RICHER TODAY BECAUSE OF 
THE FREEDOM OF MIND AND 
CONSCIENCE 


Jesus said, “If ye abide in my word, 
then are ye truly my disciples; and 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.”* I am reminded 


of the following story in the Talmud. 
One day a king asked four princes to 
tell him-what was the strongest thing 
in the world. The first answered, 
“The king is the strongest, because 
he has the power of life and death 
over millions of people.” The second 
said, “Woman is the strongest, be- 
cause she can make kings and slaves 
do what she pleases.” The third said, 
“Wine, because when we drink 
enough, it brings men and women 
to the same level.” The fourth said, 
“Neither king, woman, nor wine, but 
truth, since it can never be destroyed 
and will ultimately triumph in the 
world.” 

Absolute truth, found only in God, 
who is revealed in Christ who said, 
“lam... the truth,” must be sought 
in freedom. The reason why Prot- 
estant America has been such a fertile 
soil for freedom is that where there 
is the Spirit of God, there is liberty. 
In Italy, instead, when Savonarola 
spoke the truth, he was burned alive 
in Florence; when Bruno described 
what seemed to him new philosophic 
truths, he was burned at the stake in 
Rome; when Galileo taught that the 
earth revolved around the sun, he was 
tortured until he retracted—although 
as he ascended the inquisitorial palace 
he exclaimed, “And yet it moves.” 
Bohemia burned alive John Huss, 
France slaughtered the Huguenots, 
and England exiled, imprisoned, or 
killed some of the noblest spirits who 
had sought truth and found it in 
God. I recall the prophetic words of 
Latimer. As they were about to light 
the fagots under his feet, he called to 
his friend and said, “Be of good cheer, 
Master Ridley, and play the man, for 
we shall this day light such a candle 
in England as I trust by God’s grace 
shall never be put out.” 

We Protestant Americans believe 
and teach that truth must not only be 
sought in freedom, but we must 
“speak it in love”; therefore, when- 
ever we engage in controversy or 
answer attacks made by the hierarchy, 
we do not call names or vituperate 
personalities, but we discuss facts and 
ideals in fairness and in love. Those 
who style themselves as our enemies 
attempt to destroy us with their 
tongues or with their pens, as at one 
time they used to destroy people with 


*This Scripture quotation from the American 
Standard Version of the Bible is copyrighted, 
1929, by the International Council of Religious 
Education and is used by permission. 





fire and swords. You recall how an 
American Cardinal vituperated Mrs. 
Roosevelt because she disagreed with 
him; how the President of Argentine 
destroyed one of the finest news- 
papers in the Spanish language, La 
Prensa, for speaking out the truth; 
and how recently a bishop in Wis- 
consin excommunicated a member of 
the school board because he voted to 
build a public high school and not a 
parochial high school. 


1 AM RICHER BECAUSE | BELIEVE 
IN THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 
In Italy I learned to pray, “Hail, 

Mary, mother of God.” If I was afrajd 

of the lightning, I invoked St. Barbara; 

if I had eye trouble, St. Lucy; if in 
danger of fire, St. Anthony; if bitten 
by a dog, St. Rocco; and as we have 

seen, especially during World War II, 

many boys had a medal of St. Chris- 

topher hanging from a chain around 

the neck. And now you may see a 

similar medal hanging near the wind- 

shield of the automobile because the 
occupants believe it protects them 
during their journeys. I used to see 

God depicted as an old man, a glori- 

fied Santa Claus, and I was taught 

that the Pope wears a triple diadem 
as King of the Vatican and ruler of 
the world and the universe. 

In the Bible I found the emphasis 
entirely on God, and I soon dis- 
covered that God Omnipotent 
reigned, who made heaven and earth 
and will have the last word in this 
old world of ours instead of some 
sawdust god, be his name Nero or 
Attila, Napoleon, Hitler, Mussolini, 
or Stalin. Jesus gave the finest dem- 
onstration of the Sovereignty of God 
when He declared that He had come 
to do the will of His Father, when 
He demonstrated His power over 
nature in stilling the tempest, His 
power over disease in making people 
well, and finally in His victory over 
sin and the grave. 

I learned, “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me” and “Thou 
shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image,” in contrast with idolatry not 
only among those who bow down to 
wood and stone, but among those 
who put wealth or pleasure, power 
or human affection, before God. Al- 
though we still engrave on all our 
coins the legend, “In God we trust,” 
many people just add one letter and 
make it read, “In gold we trust,” or 
in armies, navies, and in the H bomb. 
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Is it any wonder we live in fear and 
trembling when we should be able to 
live in quietness and confidence? For 
if God be for us, who can be against 
us? 

Our concept of God shapes our 
thinking, directs our actions, and de- 
termines our destiny. Sometime ago a 
young woman from the Treasury De- 
partment of Park College worshiped 
with us one Sunday morning. During 
the week she wrote me a fine letter 
in which she praised our services and 
closed by saying that two phrases 
from the morning prayer held the 
focus of her attention in the interven- 
ing days: “Man may destroy what he 
has made but cannot destroy what 
God has created,” and “God will still 
have the last word in this old world 
of ours.” Yes, if we can say, “For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain,” 
then we can face every tomorrow 
with Him in silence and in confidence. 

We believe that God intervenes in 
human affairs in His own good time. 
And if God still sits on His throne, 
why be afraid of what Russia or 
China might do? When Philip II was 
going against Protestant England, 
God intervened and destroyed his 
mighty Armada; God intervened 
when Hitler was crushing the Eng- 
lish and the French and failed to 
pursue them across the channel; God 
intervened at Waterloo and sealed the 
fate of Napoleon. Victor Hugo asked 
the question, “Was it Wellington who 
defeated Napoleon? Was it Blucher 
who failed to arrive?” And his an- 
swer was, “No, it was God.” 


| AM RICHER BECAUSE | BELIEVE IN 
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 

As a boy I was horrified when I 
learned that a child who had died 
without having been baptized had 
been condemned eternally to the 
Limbo (Limbus infantorum), This is 
a place close to a limbo for pagan 
philosophers and one for fools, My 
young mind could not understand 
why a loving God would condemn 
such a child just because his parents 
had been negligent. Hence, you can 
imagine my joy when I read that 
Jesus took children in his arms, 
blessed them and said: “Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom 
of God.” 1 believe in infant baptism 
but not in the condemnation of in- 
nocent babies. 

During my adolescence I learned 
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with dismay that a rich uncle was 
persuaded on his death bed to will all 
his property to the local church for 
masses in order to free his soul from 
purgatory. You can easily understand 
my joy when I discovered that the 
blood of Jesus Christ shed for us on 
the cross cleanses us from all our sins. 
I knew that my God as revealed in 
Jesus could not be so unjust as to 
send people to “purgatory” from 
which the rich could buy their way 
out by purchasing the accumulated 
merits of Jesus and the saints for the 
benefit of unscrupulous priests and 
their superiors. As someone has justly 
said, “Purgatory is the greatest and 
safest racket in America.” Since there 
is no such place, no one knows how 
long the penalty lasts, and no one 
returns to claim the money which 
has been deceitfully taken from him. 

Sometimes we brand as medieval 
the sale of indulgences which aroused 
Martin Luther and others, but during 
World War II an enterprising bishop 
in Canada sent a pastoral letter to all 
his parishioners urging them to buy an 
insurance policy which would free 
their boys and girls from the flames 
of purgatory in case they died in war. 
The cost was $40.00; to be paid $2.00 
down, and $2.00 per month. 

About five years ago an elderly 
woman to whom we had given a 
copy of the Bible many years before 
came to see us and offered us four 
dollars saying, “Please use this money 
for some poor family.” Before leaving 
she said: “As you know, my only boy 
died while participating in the auto- 
mobile races at Indianapolis. Each 
year I had masses said for his soul, 
but in reading the Bible and with the 
aid of a friend I have learned that we 
are justified by faith, and that there 
is no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, as Jesus 
Christ with His sacrifice on the cross 
remits not only our guilt but our 
penalty. Hence I have decided to 
give something to the poor each year.” 
In due time she accepted Christ as her 
Saviour. 

I am proud of my Protestant 
heritage because I know in whom I 
have believed and I am_ persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto Him against 
that day; that Jesus is my Redeemer 
and the only mediator between man 
and God; that when He died on the 
cross, the curtain of the Temple 
separating the Holy of Holies was 





rent in twain, with Jesus becoming 
our High Priest, having offered Him- 
self once for all and all the believers 
becoming priests in the Temple of 
God. 


| AM RICHER BECAUSE PROTES- 
TANTISM PROCLAIMS THE 
DIGNITY OF MAN 


The father of modern philosophy, 
Descartes, convinced himself that ani- 
mals have no souls, therefore, no feel- 
ings, and their cries when abused are 
purely mechanical; hence he pro- 
ceeded to whip his dog without any 
compunction. Starting with the same 
premises, some people concluded that 
since certain human beings had no 
souls they corralled’ Negroes and 
sold them into slavery; the Nazis 
killed millions belonging to the 
“despised mob”; so-called Christian 
countries wrote black pages in the 
annals of colonization; religious 
groups exploited natives around the 
world; and Communists likewise take 
advantage of their satellites as well 
as their own proletariats. 

If we accept the hypothesis that 
man evolved from a unicellular or- 
ganism and is nothing more than a 
glorified ameba, a dizzy fly on a crazy 
spinning world, what difference does 
it make if he is used as cannon fodder 
to satisfy the ambitions of crafty men 
or as slave laborers in China and 
Siberia, in gas chambers or in prosti- 
tution? On the other hand, if we 
accept the doctrine that man is a 
special creation, or, as a prominent 
scientist said, the crowning event in 
creation, and that God sent His only 
begotten Son to stake His life on the 
cross to redeem him from sin and 
eternal punishment, then we have 
proper respect and appreciation for 
his intrinsic worth as well as for his 
potential value as a child of God. As 
Jesus put it, “What shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his soul?” From this we 
derive the doctrine of the universal 
priesthood of believers, the elimina- 
tion of the odious distinction in the 
presence of God between religious 
and secular work, and the application 
of the Golden Rule, “Do unto others 
as you would have others do unto 
you,” or, still better, “Bear ye one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the 
law of Christ.” 

It is related that several years ago 
Dr. Abernathy welcomed in _ his 
church in Washington, D. C., Chief 





















Justice Hughes and a Chinese laun- 
dryman. They say that he exclaimed: 
“There is still level ground around 
the Cross.” Protestantism teaches the 
equality of all believers, including 
their ministers, and presents equal 
opportunity for all. Yes, Protestant 
America not only teaches but prac- 
tices the brotherhood of man. 


| AM RICHER BECAUSE PROTES- 

TANT AMERICA INSISTS ON THE 

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND 
STATE 


The formula of the great Italian 
statesman, Cavour, “A, free Church in 
a free State,” has never been a real- 
ity for poor Italy. American Prot- 
estantism, however, has remained 
adamant on the proposition that the 
Church must not become subservient 
to the State as it was in Germany 
during the Nazi regime or as it is in 
Russia today; nor must the State be- 
come subject to the Church as it is 
in Italy and in Spain. Since the Roman 
Catholic Church teaches that any 
potentate must swear allegiance first 
to the Pope and only second to the 
constitution of his country, when Al 
Smith ran for the presidency in 1928 
he was justly defeated; and as long 
as such a condition exists no Roman 
Catholic should be elected to the 
highest office within the power of our 
people. It is for the same reason that 
America should not send an ambas- 
sador to the Vatican. 

Let me clear three fallacies. Many 
people claim that the Roman Church 
is the oldest or the only church in 
the world, since the Protestant 
Church was started by Luther and 
hence is a spurious church. Naturally 
we do not see any virtue in mere 
antiquity, but we wish to make it very 
clear that the churches in India, in 
Ethiopia, in Armenia, and in Russia 
make similar claims; and further- 
more, whereas the Roman Church 
goes back to Constantine in the fourth 
century, our spiritual lineage goes 
back to Christ. Protestantism is based 
on the confession of Peter, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” and the affirmation of Jesus, 
“Thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the gates 
of bell shall not prevail against it.” 
Let me compare the church to a 
brook coming down the mountain 
side. Somewhere along its course it 





deviates from its path and its waters 
become contaminated and no longer 
fit to be used. Above the point of 
contamination, however, a rivulet con- 
tinues its straight and narrow course 
which in time grows in proportion. 
These waters are not contaminated 
like the first, nor can we say that 
they originated elsewhere, since they 
spring from the same pure white 
snows covering the mountain above. 
We had a common origin, but where- 
as we preserved our purity, others 
instead adulterated their testimony 
by absorbing pagan doctrines and 
practices. 

The second fallacy that they try 
to inculcate in the minds of our 
young people is a dislike for the word 
Protestant and the usage of the term 
non-Catholic. Our Church is truly 
catholic because it is not limited by 
the adjective “Roman,” which creates 
a contradiction in terms, for catholic 
means universal. There are two con- 
notations to the word Protestant. 
Negatively, it is used in its historical 
meaning, namely, to protest against 
wrong, sin, corruption, falsehood, 
and abuses, and here you find your- 
self in the company of Elijah who 
protested against the murder of 
Naboth, of John the Baptist who 
protested against Herod’s living with 
the wife of his brother, of Jesus who 
protested against the contamination 
of the Temple of God, and of all the 
noble spirits in every age and under 
every sky. No one protests against the 
good, the pure, and the beautiful. 
Etymologically the term Protestant is 
derived from two Latin words, pro 
and testis, which mean for and 
witness—a testimony in favor of the 
Lord Jesus, And what can there be 
better than to be a witness for Christ? 

The third fallacy is that we are 
helplessly divided. I am not approving 
or condoning divisions, but let me 
state clearly and forcefully that ap- 
parently we are divided and the 
Roman Catholic Church is apparently 
united. I say apparently advisedly, for 
when one reads of 256 denominations 
one is truly appalled, but in reality 
eight or nine major denominations 
include almost 95 per cent of all the 
members, while the small remainder is 
distributed among all the mushroom 
groups, which is the glory and the 
weakness of Protestantism. The ap- 
parent unity of the Roman Church 
is not real to anyone who is ac- 
quainted with the history of the 





white and black popes often at war 
with each other, or to one who is 
familiar with the many orders of the 
church “stabbing each other in the 
back.” Protestantism, on the other 
hand, is working for a real unity in 
its national and world councils. We 
are all united under the same Head 
of the Church, Christ, and whenever 
we face a great challenge affecting 
our mutual interest or our common 
security, we march as a mighty army 
against the foe, even as the army, the 
cavalry, the navy, and the air force of 
America march under the same flag 
and obey orders of our Commander 
in Chief. 

We are familiar with the phrase 
that vigilance is the price of liberty, 
and if we wish to preserve this 
precious heritage bought by the blood 
of martyrs and the tears of saints we 
must guard it with our very lives. 

Let me conclude with an illustra- 
tion. Knute Rockne, the famous coach 
of Notre Dame, had watched his team 
march from one victory to another, 
but one day his men seemed unable 
to carry the ball for a touchdown 
and at the end of the first half the 
score stood 10-0 against Notre Dame. 
Knute Rockne went before his men, 
took out his billfold, drew out an 
old newspaper clipping and said, 
“You have heard of Gip, one of the 
finest boys that ever played on our 
team. He became sick at the height 
of the season and died in a short time. 
Before he went away he called me 
and said, “Coach, I am not afraid to 
die, but some day when the going is 
hard, ask the boys to try and hit the 
line a bit harder and win the game 
for Gip.” Then in his staccato voice 
he said, “Men, you will be the first 
team to go back on me,” and he 
walked away. The game was resumed, 
each man hit the line hard, and when 
the whistle blew the score stood 10-14 
for Notre Dame. 

I am not asking you to win the day 
for me or for our beloved Church, 
not even for Protestantism, but I am 
asking you to do it for the Lord Jesus 
who has the only remedy that will 
save men and women from destruc- 
tion, but who needs consuming. pas- 
sion for lost souls in the hearts of 
men and women who in a concerted 
effort will go out to win America for 
Him and then through Christian 
America make the kingdoms of this 
world the Kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus, 
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— were crowing. A 
rosy streak in the eastern sky 
made dim light shine through the 
small window. Wearily George Dore 
sighed, sat up in bed. Slowly he 
reached for heavy gray cotton socks 
where he had dropped them the night 
before, each on top of a stout work 
shoe. 

Mattie, his wife, stirred, then asked, 
“Time to get up?” 

“Daylight,” was the laconic reply. 

“You, G. W.!” the woman called 
loudly. “You wake?” 

“Yes’m,” came a sleepy reply to 
the question. 

“Get up,” she shouted, in an effort 
to rouse their son sleeping in the attic 
bedroom over them. 

Breathing in gasps, George Dore 
was a long time lacing his shoes after 
he had donned a faded and mended 
pair of overalls. 

“Asthma any worse?” His wife was 
concerned. She saw the effort it took 
for him to dress. 

“Didn’t sleep hardly none last 
night,” the frail little man stated 
simply. 
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“Couldn’t get your breath, could 
you?” Mrs. Dore had seen her hus- 
band forced to sit up many nights in 
his struggle to breathe. 

“Tired’n I wuz when I went to 
bed,” was the patient explanation. 

“G.W., you go help your Daddy 
with the milkin’, He ought not to be 
up,” Mrs. Dore told the boy when 
he came to the kitchen. She had the 
fire going to cook breakfast. Lorene, 
the teen-age daughter, never had to 
be called. She picked up a bucket and 
joined her brother to follow Mr. Dore 
to the barn, to help with the milk- 
ing. Breakfast was ready when the 
three came back. 

When the meal was nearly finished, 
Lorene spoke suddenly, “Daddy, be- 
fore you go to town, you tell G.W. 
he’s got to bring the water for 
Mamma’n me to wash.” 

“I don’t mind pumpin’ all them 
tubs uv water’n helpin’ tote ’em, but 
the trouble is I have to have a fight 
ever’ time I go to the well.” 

“Why, son, you don’t,” Mr. Dore 
sighed as he spoke. 

“Well, what must I do?” The boy 
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honestly wanted to know. “Jud 
chunked a big rock at me yestiddy 
evenin’.” 

“Aw, sho’ he didn’t do that?” Mr. 
Dore turned weak blue eyes, with 
lids red and swollen from his sleep- 
less night, toward his son. 

“Yes he did, too!” G.W. exclaimed. 
“Taint’ the firs’ time, neither.” 

“We’ve got as much right to get @= 
water at that well as Jud Brown’s 
folks,” Mrs. Dore exclaimed indig- 
nantly. “When you rented this land, 
Mr. Beasley told you the well was 
put down halfway between these two 
houses so the folks livin’ on his farm 
could get water from one well.” 

“It’s as much ours as it is Jud’s,” 
Lorene declared. 

“You go with me then,” G.W. sug- 
gested. “I'll get some big rocks and 
while I pump you watch. If Jud 
comes near enough to chunk me, you 
can throw straight as he can,” G.W. 
assured his sister. 

“Now! Now!” Mr. Dore got up 
from the table. He had no appetite. 
His frail body showed the results of 
his months of gasping efforts to get 
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a satisfying, deep, full breath. 
“Shorely to goodness it ain’t come to 
the place we have to have a fight for 
every drink of water we git,” he 
murmured. 

As he drove his pony hitched to 
the light farm wagon into town, Mr. 
Dore yielded completely to despond- 
ency. “When you can’t breathe a free 
breath, ’n you can’t get all the water 
you want ’out fightin’, life just ain’t 
worth livin’.” The thought was in- 
disputable. His mood was one of 
black despair. 

After hitching his horse on the 
back street of the small county seat 
town, he soon sold his farm products. 
Wearily he joined some men sitting 
on the curb in front of the drugstore. 
He took no part in the conversation. 
His mind was engrossed with the 
utter futility of life in his condition. 

“There ain’t nothin’ to live for,” 
the dismal reflection would not be 
dismissed. “If things keep gettin’ 
worse with me, I'll jus’ git down ’n 
be a burden on Mattie ’n the 
chillun.” 

Whittling always had a seothing 
effect on his nerves. He pulled a small 
white piece of wood out of his 
pocket. His sharp knife soon had small 
shavings falling while he continued 
his miserable thoughts. “Wish I could 
lay down ’n go to sleep ’n never wake 
up. . . . Don’t keer one thing “bout 
livin’ forever. . .. Hope I don’t have 
ter drag out eternity... .” 

“Got a chew?” the man next to 
him asked. 

Without replying, George pulled a 
plug of tobacco from his pocket, 
handed it over, then resumed his 
whittling. 

“Sleeping forever” brought another 
idea to mind. “There’s stuff in that 
drugstore could put me so sound er 
sleep I'd never wake up, but I don’t 
know what ’tis. . . .” He suddenly 
sat up straighter, closed his knife with 
a snap, put his small piece of plank 
in his hip pocket. He was startled 
at the thought. “Won’t sleep for- 
ever ... gonna be a judgment day.... 
Is there a God?” He almost shuddered 
that such a question had even entered 
his mind. Never before had he 
doubted the Creator. Hardly know- 
ing what he did, he walked slowly 
into the dry-goods store next to the 
drugstore. He waited for the slender 
white-haired clerk to finish wrapping 
a customer’s package. 

“How are you, Mr. Dore?” the 
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lady asked. Her brown eyes were 
warm with friendly interest as she 
spoke. 

“Mrs. Long, are you a child of 
God?” 

W hat does he mean? she wondered. 
For a long moment she looked at the 
questioner. Is he trying to be funny? 
That is almost sacrilege. These 
thoughts raced through her mind. 
She studied his face. There was evi- 
dence of emotional strain. No, he 
isn’t trying to be funny; he is sincere, 
she concluded. “With all my heart I 
believe I am,” her voice carried con- 
viction. 

“Well, I need a child of God to 
pray for me.” The man’s voice was 
low but distinct. ; 

“Come back here behind this shoe 
rack,” she invited, leading the way. 
“Will you tell me your trouble?” she 
asked in the semiprivacy afforded 
by shelves of shoes. 

“No, ma’am,” his tone was positive. 
“But I’ve got to have someone pray 
for me.” 

Mrs. Long saw that he was tense. 
Her voice was soothing when she 
replied, “I'll be glad to pray for you. 
I believe in prayer.” 

“But I want you to pray right 
now,” he said. 

She was still for a moment, then 
spoke earnestly. “Our Heavenly 
Father knows our needs. You don’t 
have to tell me. The Lord we wor- 
ship can look down into our. hearts 
and know every one of our problems. 
We can lift our hearts up and fix our 
minds on the Creator of the whole 
universe, any time, anywhere. Just 
think! He has all power, all wisdom, 
all love. He revealed Himself as our 
Father. He delights to give good gifts 
to His children. He is concerned 
about us. He cares for us. We can 
trust Him. Let us commit your prob- 
lem, every worry to Him. He knows 
the answers.” The prayer of praise 
had been uttered so softly, no one 
except Mr. Dore was aware of what 
was going on. “Suppose we read some- 
thing from His Word. Let Him speak 
to us while we listen.” 

She went to her desk in the office, 
brought out an old Sunday-school 
book. She turned the pages, wonder- 
ing what they should read. 

“IT have always loved the story of 
Isaac and his determination to have 
peace.” A lesson in the Sunday-school 
book brought it vividly to her mind. 
“You remember the story.” She read 





the printed Bible verses aloud: 

“And Isaac digged again the wells 
of water, which they had digged in 
the days of Abraham his father; for 
the Philistines had stopped them after 
the death of Abraham: and he called 
their names after the names by which 
his father had called them. 

“And Isaac’s servants digged in the 
valley, and found there a well of 
springing water. 

“And the herdmen of Gerar did 
strive with Isaac’s herdmen, saying, 
The water is ours: and he called the 
name of the well Esek; because they 
strove with him. And they digged 
another well, and strove for that also: 
and he called the name of it Sitnah. 
And he removed from thence, and 
digged another well; and for that 
they strove not: and he called the 
name of it Rehoboth; and he said, 
For now the Lord hath made room 
for us, and we shall be fruitful in 
the land.” 

Mr. Dore followed her reading 
with eager interest. There was a 
peculiar expression on his face when 
he asked, 

“May I take that book with me?” 

“Certainly,” she replied. “That is 
the reason I bring them to the store, 
to hand them to someone to read.” 

An expression of peace had come 
over the man’s face. The tense lines 
had relaxed. As he turned to go, he 
requested, 

“Will you pray for me at five 
o'clock this afternoon?” 

“I certainly will,” she promised. 

A few days later Mr. Dore entered 
the store again. He was smiling. 

“I want to thank you for what 
you did for me. I want to ask you to 
keep on prayin’,” he said. 

“I surely will,” Mrs. Long spoke 
reverently. “Prayer does things to us 
and for us.” 

“The other day,” he explained, “I 
had been so bothered. I was sittin’ 
on the curb in front of the drugstore 
wonderin’ what kinda poison I might 
take to end my life. All of a sudden 
somethin’ inside me said, ‘Go talk to 
Mrs. Long.’ If you had been too busy 
that day or if you had refused to 
pray for me, I would have committed 
suicide before night.” His voice was 
calm. 

“Why, Mr. Dore!” Mrs. Long ex- 
claimed. “What on earth made you 
feel so terrible?” 

“Well, the farm I live on has a well 
that furnishes water for two houses. 
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My chillun bring our water from it. 
They’ve had a lot uv trouble, fussin’ 
and fightin’ with the chillun at that 
house. When you gave me. those 
Bible verses about Isaac bein’ a man 
of peace ’n refusin’ to fight over wells, 
1 knew the Lord had sent me to you,” 
he declared. 

Utterly amazed, she said, “Well, 
surely the Lord did answer our 
prayer. He gave you the message you 
needed, didn’t he?” 

“He shore did,” was the emphatic 
reply. Then he added, “That was a 
miracle! My health’s been bad and I’m 
awful nervous. It got to be more’n 
I could stand to have to hear about 
a row every bucket of water we got.” 

Mrs. Long listened with keenest in- 
terest. 

“After you give me that piece I 
got all the kids together and read it 
to ’em, and it made ’em ashamed. 
When we prayed together I felt bet- 
ter that day. I went in the drugstore 
and got some medicine. It helped my 
asthma lots.” A smile flashed on the 
pale face lines of suffering had 
furrowed. “The words come back to 
me, ‘My grace is sufficient” That 
night 1 got down my Bible and read 
the passages in it that was in the 
Sunday-school book. Then I got 
down on my knees and thanked the 
Lord. It was a pure miracle.” 

After the man left the store, Mrs. 
Long busied her hands with straight- 
ening stock. Her mind went over 
every detail of the strange story. 

“He’s right,” she thought, “it was 
a miracle.” 
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These words fresh from the experience of an active German minister 


today give Presbyterians insight into the German Protestant view of 


the world situation 


Church and Communism in Germany 


By Heinrich Jochums* 


_— IS NO sympathy with 
Communism among the church 
people of Germany. We have learned 
not to like any kind of dictatorship. 
We had our experience during the 
dictatorship of Hitler, and we think 
the dictator Stalin is no better than 
Hitler. 

But most of the Protestant Churches 
of Germany—in contrast to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church—do not see 
their task in preaching the rearming 
for resisting Russian Communism, in 
calling the people to defend Western 
culture and the so-called “Chris- 
tianity” by war, and in calling Chris- 
tians for a crusade against Soviet 
Russia. Our task is to do everything 
we can do for sustaining the peace 
and for avoiding war. We have 
learned during the past that there is 
no blessing received from God if men 
take arms so quickly. We have 
learned that arming almost always 
leads to war. We have learned that 
also armaments for defending the 
country generally lead to an attack 
on the enemy, that is, to a preventive 
war. 

Dr. Martin Niemoller, president of 
the Evangelical Church in Hesse and 
chairman of the Council of Brethren 
of the Protestant Churches of Ger- 
many, some months ago said: “We 
Germans, generally speaking, in the 
year 1951 are no longer the nation of 
1914 or the people of 1939. I dare 
say we have done with war as a 
means to get anything good, and we 
no longer believe that war can pos- 
sibly improve our position or inter- 
national relations. . . . The nation 


*Pastor at Eisernstrasse, Germany. 
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has come to see what war is and to 
see that it does not help to any con- 
structive end, ... There is a fear of 
war and, springing from this, a new 
recognition that war is not a means 
of helping in any direction.” Espe- 
cially the younger people have no 
desire to enter into the militaristic 
spirit. The Church in Germany has 
tried to emphasize this fact and to 
deepen it. We cannot believe that 
after two wars you can arm and 
avoid war. 

Besides this, we know that there 
never is a holy war, that Western 
culture is not holy in itself, and that 
it is not possible to defend Chris- 
tianity by taking the sword. These 
who take the sword often hide their 
bad motives behind Christian phrases. 

And above all, we heard by Jesus 
Christ: “Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you.” We hear the word 
of the Lord saying to us: “Put up 
again thy sword into his place: for 
all they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword.” We have a 
new and deeper understanding of the 
Commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” 
And the Church must do all it can 
to make God’s law once more the 
basis for the life of the nation. 

On the other hand, the Protestant 
Church of Germany has not accepted 
a superficial idea of a pacifism with- 
out any condition. We have noticed 
that so-called pacifists sometimes 
were influenced by ideologies and 
powers which they may or may not 
have understood—but which lead to 
war. We are dissatisfied with the 





pacifism which did not resist the 
propaganda of nationalistic ideologies 
in decisive situations. We believe that 
there may be situations where men 
are allowed to defend or must defend 
themselves and others against the 
aggressors; for instance, it was neces- 
sary to resist Hitler. We can say that 
a so-called preventive war is against 
God’s word and command. But we 
cannot say that it never would be 
allowed under any consideration to 
resist violence. 

The Protestant Church of Germany 
does not mean that in the present sit- 
uation war is inevitable. War is not 
inevitable until it begins. We there- 
fore should do all we can do to avoid 
a war with Soviet Russia. As Chris- 
tians we must none of us shrink from 
doing everything in our power to 
stop war. The German Church ac- 
cepts with great seriousness the re- 
sponsibility to do all we can to pre- 
vent another war, particularly because 
we know, and freely confess, that 
people from our own nation bear 
great guilt for the last terrible war. 

Many of us think the rearmament 
of Western Germany would not help 
to increase safety, but safety would 
be reduced and imperiled by rearm- 
ing the one half of Germany. It is 
doubtful, said Dr. Niemoller, whether 
great standing armies really bring the 
security which they are supposed to 
bring, and a thought to bear in mind 
is the fact that once these armies are 
actually in being they have a tendency 
to march forward, because they are 
dynamic forces. Should these forces 
start to march, the demarcation line 
which divides them would early be 
turned into another 38th Parallel. 
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Dr. Niemoller put forward the sug- 
gestion that as a table prevents two 
opponents from attacking each other, 
so could Germany act were she to 
be neutralized. Germany divided as 
she is now is dangerous, but this 
danger could be removed. The pres- 
ent situation in Germany has a dread- 
ful similarity to the situation that 
existed for five years in Korea. There 
is widespread fear that the cold war 
might in the near future become a 
hot war, and we have to do all we 
can to remove the danger. 

-- Besides this we believe that Com- 
munism threatening the world cannot 
be overcome by arms, but by creating 
good social conditions and by erect- 
ing social justice. Therefore the 
nations of the Western world should 
put all their time and all their 
strength on these tasks. They should 
give their money therefore for im- 
proving social conditions instead of 
giving it for useless rearmament. “I 
think that Russia shrinks from the 
idea of war in Central Europe,” said 
Dr. Niemoller, “but Russia has an ef- 
fective system of propaganda, and is 
being aggressive in this way and not 
by force. What we need is a propa- 
ganda for peace to fight this aggres- 
sion.” What we need is preaching the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Gospel 
which includes social justice and 
peace. 

This attitude of the Protestant 
Church of Germany is the back- 
ground of the fact that Dr. Gustav 
H. Heinemann, chairman of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Protestant 
Church of Germany, gave up his post 
as Minister of Inner Affairs in West- 
ern Germany, and that there has de- 
veloped a hard conflict between Dr. 
Martin Niemoller and Dr. Adenauer. 
It is worth noticing that two of the 
best and widest known and most es- 
teemed Protestant Christians of Ger- 
many are opposed to the present 
policy of the state of Western Ger- 
many for the sake of peace. Behind 
both men large parts of the Protestant 
Churches of Germany are standing, 
especially the so-called Bekennende 
Kirche (Confessing Church: i.e., those 
parts of all Churches of Germany 
which resisted Hitler). That they 
agree with Dr. Niemoller became 
obvious, as the meeting of the Coun- 
cil of Brethren of the Protestant 
Church of Germany, after a political 
discussion, unanimously _ re-elected 
Dr. Niemoller as chairman. 
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Prisoners— Yet Ambassadors 


for Christ 


N THE PRISONER of war en- 

closure filled with north Koreans 
was one tent, and in it were gathered 
the leading Christians of the large 
enclosure. From it they visited the 
whole stockade and preached. Then 
came a day when the enclosure was 
moved and the prisoners were broken 
up into smaller units. The Christian 
leaders being together at the church 
tent found themselves in one of the 
smaller units without access to the 
other units, These prisoners could re- 
main together in the joy of their own 
Christian fellowship where they could 
encourage one another in song and 
prayer. 

But the realization that most of the 
theological and Bible school students 
were now in the one _ enclosure 
troubled them, and they asked me, as 
their Chaplain, to have some of them 
transferred to other enclosures. This 
request was easily arranged. 

With several who would remain 
in the home church tent as escort we 


* Missionary to Korea. 
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By John E. Talmage* 


set out with this group of “apostles” 
who would go into these other “coun- 
tries.” Each carried his possessions— 
two blankets, a rice bowl, a raincoat, 
a Bible, and a hymnbook. A note of 
sadness was in the proceedings as they 
bade farewell to their fellow workers 
with whom they had formed such 
close ties in these months of confine- 
ment. While not’ far from one another 
the possibility was there that many 
would not see each other again before 
the great General Assembly in heaven 
itself, 

Then we dropped them off in pairs 
at each of the other enclosures. Here 
would enter a seminary student and 
a deacon, there an evangelist and a 
Bible student, yonder a Presbyterian 
elder and a Methodist steward, until 
at least two workers had been placed 
in every enclosure. There they would 
search out the Christians and witness 
to the non-Christians until a church 
tent with a cross above it would rise 
in that stockade, too, for the gather- 
‘ing together of the followers of, 
Christ. 

Even though in a prisoner-of-wait 
enclosure these young men sent forth” 
the ambassadors of Christ to the very 
ends of the realm. 
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MEDITATION 


The Stewardship of Graciousness 


Matthew 20:1-16 


“The words of a wise man’s mouth are 
gracious.”—Ecclesiastes 10:12. 

Seldom do we come upon a word whose 
sound is so like its meaning as the word 
“gracious.” It is pleasant to the ear, and it 
is beautiful in its concept! Since it is derived 
from the Latin word gratia, meaning favor 
or free gift, we can immediately apply to it 
the Scriptural use: God’s grace shown to 
us in sending His Son to atone for our sins; 
His ‘anmerited favor to us His children. 

So, as the recipients of His grace and 
love, we ourselves would be gracious, 
generous in our dealings, and sympathetic 
in our judgment. Not doubting another’s 
worth nor searching for unbecoming 
motives; simply rejoicing in the good for- 
tune of a fellow man. 

Blessed is the child who, early in life, is 
taught the verse, “In honour preferring one 
another”; for verily he is started on the 
path of graciousness. 

To possess the quality of true gracious- 
ness one must have the component parts: 
unselfishness, courtesy, tact, respect, appre- 
ciation, kindliness, and gentle breeding. 
What is more to be desired than to achieve 
a personality which has bound up within 
it all that makes life full and abundant? 

At this blessed season of Christmastide this 
quality of graciousness expands into warm- 
heartedness, tenderness, boun benev- 
olence, and good will. Our charitableness 
seems to increase and overflow as Christmas 
draws near; we find ourselves aglow with 
love toward everyone, and we long to ex- 
press its true meaning. As we walk down 
Main Street we look for the answering 
smile that says, “Peace to all men of good 
will,” and we wish that everyone had the 
contentment that our own heart holds. For 
we know that we possess this free gift of 
love, this unmerited favor of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God.”—Ephesians 2:8. 

How much more meaningful Christmas 


would be for all believers if that fact were 
uppermost in our thinking as we prepare 
for and celebrate our Saviour’s birth. The 
material worth of our gifts would not 
matter, for we would consider only suit- 
ability and appropriateness. Only love 
would motivate our selection of gifts. 

As “the best things in life are free,” our 
list might include many of the things that 
money cannot buy. Why not, for instance, 
time allowed for an unhurried visit; an 
evening of baby-sitting for a young couple 
continuously housebound; letters to long- 
neglected friends; the little jars of jams and 
jellies made and put aside for Christmas 
gifts; in short, all the things that express our 
own personality and individuality that also 
are a true expression of love to the One 
we honor with our gift? 

How different this will be from the “lady 
bountiful” who gives out alms to the poor 
and checks off her list of favors received 
last Christmas! How distasteful is the tinsel 
of superficiality with which the world cele- 
brates our Lord’s birthday! 

There is the “Christian Paradox” whose 
truth we should prove this Christmas. Why 
not try it and be the gracious giver and 
the grateful receiver? 


“It is in loving—not in being loved,— 
The heart is blest; 

It is in giving—not in seeking gifts,— 
We find our quest. 


“If thou art hungry, lacking heavenly 
food,— 
Give hope and cheer. 
If thou art sad and wouldst be com- 
forted,— 
Stay sorrow’s tear. 


“Whatever be thy longing and thy need,— 
That do thou give; 


So shall thy soul be fed, and thou indeed, 
Shalt truly live.” 


(Mrs. W. J.) Margaret McKay Powell, 
Thomasville, Georgia. 
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COLLEGE DIRECTORY 





1849 AUSTIN COLLEGE 1951 
Sherman, Texas 


Austin College has completed over one hundred years of 
unbroken service to the Church and nation. 

Austin is a coeducational Christian liberal arts college 
and makes its appeal to the best of our youth. 


Write for catalogue to 
W. B. GUERRANT, President 





DAVIS AND ELKINS COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


An accredited four-year college for men and women 
offering A.B. and B.S. degrees 
Beautiful campus—Modern buildings—Delightful climate 
Christian culture and thorough scholarship 
Personal attention to students 


R. B. PURDUM, President 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


A liberal arts college for women interested in a general 
cultural education in addition to training for vocations and 
professions. A.B. and B.S. degrees. 


Charlotte, North Carolina 


FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 
Red Springs, N. C. 


Standard Senior College for Women 
A. rich educational experience 
in a 
joyous Christian atmosphere 


MARSHALL Scott Woopson 
President 








MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Senior College Courses, Emphasis on Christian Living 
and Service * Also Two-Year Business Course 


Beautiful Buildings and Grounds 
in Western North Carolina 


Cost low enough for any parents to give 
their daughter a Christian education 
For further information write: 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President 
Montreat, N. C. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S 
TRAINING SCHOOL 


Prepares young persons for Christian service in 
local churches and wider areas, on mission fields, 
and in Bible teaching. 


Graduate and senior college students admitted to 
courses leading to bachelor’s and master’s de- 
grees. 
Write to: 
Henry WaApE DuBose, President 
3400 Brook Road Richmond 27, Virginia 





SCHREINER INSTITUTE 
Kerrville, Texas 
A Military High School and Junior College for Boys 


High school and junior college departments 
accredited through Southern Association 
Owned and controlled by Southern Presbyterian Church 


Reservations now being received for 1951-52 school year. 
For literature and information write: 


THE REGISTRAR, Box T 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 
Statesville, North Carolina 
Coeducational. Distinctive in Christian ideals. 
Presbyterian. Founded 1856. 


Accredited—first two years of college. Music, business. 
Dormitories for women. Liberal scholarships. Rate $600. 


Send for catalogue S. 
JOHN MONTGOMERY, President 





The Tutorial Plan 
of 
Southwestern at Memphis 


Provides individualized study under guidance of 
outstanding Christian professors. Complete arts, 
science, and music curriculum. Coeducational. 


PEYTON N. RHODES, President 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 
FOR NEGROES 


Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
Ministerial Training (two years) 


For catalogues and information, write: 
SAMUEL BURNEY HAY, President 








KING COLLEGE 


Fully accredited four-year college. 
Coeducational. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1867. 

Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 

(1) Competitive (3) Grant-in-Aid 
(2) Academic (4) Remumerative Work 
Summer session. Intramural sports. 
Dormitories. Catalog. 
R. T. L. LISTON, President 
Box S, Bristol, Tenn. 
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PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Clinton, S. C. Box F MarsHALL W. Brown, President 
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“Education has always yielded 
her best fruit when associated 
with religion.” 

—Wooprow WILSON 


Davidson College 


Joun R. CUNNINGHAM, 
President 


Davidson, North Carolina 








CENTRE COLLEGE 
ranks very high in the per- 
centage of graduates listed 
in Who’s Who! Women 
and men alike leave Cen- 
tre destined for high posi- 
tions. Fully accredited Lib- 
eral Arts and Sciences. 
Co-ordinate plan of edu- 
FOR GIRLS AND BOYS WHO cation under Christian in- 
WANT SUCCESS .... A Centre fluences. Write today for 
Diploma really means something! new view book to 


CENTRE COLLEGE OF KENTUCKY 


Director of Admissions, Box 401-S 
DANVILLE, KENTUCKY 





































“How to Select 
a Bible” 


You can make no more 
appropriate gift than a Bible. 
But do you know which Bible 
will best meet the individual 
needs of the person you have 
in mind and the particular 
occasion? Now, an illustrated 
handbook, “How to Select a 
Bible,” has been prepared to 
help you make exactly the 
right choice. It shows you 
how to judge values and 
what to look for in bindings, 
type size, paper, study helps, 
etc. Write to Suite J3, Oxford 
University Press, for your 
copy today. It’s FREE! 
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An ideal gift for both young peo- 
ple and older persons is Oxford’s 
text Bible number 01462x. It is 
printed in clear Topaz type on 
ultrathin India Paper so that it is 
particularly easy to read and of 
convenient carrying size. Bound 
in French Morocco, gold edges. 
$8.00 at your bookstore 
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FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


What to Do for Pains of | ee 


ARTHRITIS \—\ J. P_ REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 194 SCRANTON 2,PA. 
Try This Free 











If you have never used “Rosse Tabs” for 
pains of arthritis, neuritis, rheumatism, we 
want you to try them at our risk. We will send 
you a full-size package from which you are 
to use 24 Tabs FREE. If not astonished at the 
palliative relief which you enjoy from your 
sufferings, return the pocenge and you owe 
us nothing. We mean it: SEND NO MONEY. 
Just send name and address and we'll rush 
your Tabs by return mail. 


ROSSE PRODUCTS CO., Dept. 569 
2708 Farwell Ave. e Chicago 45, Ill. 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
_————"8._DEPT. 131 SCRANTON 2, PA. 





















RELIGIOUS FREEDOM is one of the most cherished pos- 
sessions of our American way of life, and tolerance of 
another's spiritual beliefs is its practical expression. 


but-are You too tolerant? 


@ When under the cloak of religion a group undermines 
the political, social and economic welfare of our nation, 
there can be no tolerance by sincere Americans. 

@ The ultimate design of the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
is such a threat. Get the facts about their undemocratic 
practices to achieve this goal . . . facts vital to every 
American citizen. Subscribe today to THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE. Only $2. per year (10 issues). 


Write Dept. PS. 


PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 
























emma 








Church Extension at Work 














(Section 2) 


SYNOD OF KENTUCKY 


Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery 
Barton, Rev. C. T., Georgetown 
Bell, Miss way, | Elizabeth, Boyd 
Logan, Rev. Charles A., Lexington 

+Rhea, ‘Rev. Thomas C.. ” Lexington 
Smith, Rev. W. e Moorefield 
Taylor, bag 1 J.P. ” Sh aron 

We Rev. Raymond, Lexington 


Louisville Presbytery 
nate ge Rev. Sg R., Ludlow 
rd, Mr. W ., Louisville 
a ein Rev ib D. R., Walton 
Pe ry Rev. R. ., Louisville 
ute 1 
Ramsey, Rev. W. A., Bloomfield 
Sener Rev. Edward, Louisville 
0 
+Rock, Rev. Edwin N., Louisville 
109 E. Broadway 
Thorpe, Rev. E.N., 
3309 Richard 


Muhlenburg Presbytery 


Hardy, 7 R. W., Herndon 
Stewart, Rev. J. T., Browder 
Taylor, ‘nev. Gon e H., Jr., Cleaton 
*Watson, Rev. Gee M., ‘Hopkinsville 


Transylvania Presbytery 
McLean, Rev. C. E., McAfee 
Wailes, Rev. R. A., Paint Lick 
Eslinger, Mr. Troy, Springfield 
James, Mr. Joe, Berea 


Louisville 


SYNOD OF LOUISIANA 


Louisiana Presbytery 
Darden, Rev. Henry, Baker 
*Earnest, Rev. R. D., Maplewood 
Edmundson, Rev. Virgil, DeRidder 
Smith, Rev. Hugh, Kolin 
Tomb, Rev. C. B., Bayou Current 
Wilson, Rev. Parks W., Baton Rouge 


New Orleans Presbytery 


Ash, Rev. A. L., New Orleans 
239 Ridgewood Drive 
Kilgore, Rev. R. E., Raceland 
McGehee, Rev. J. A., Abbeville 
Palachek, Rev. Joseph, New Orleans 
P. O. Box 6002 
*Southall, Rev. T. B., New Orleans 
1225 Octavia Street 
Wells, Rev. H. H., Jr., 


Red River Presbytery 

Cates, Rev. A. R., Rayville 

Currie, ng John W., Winnsboro 
McCown, phe Tas — 
*O’Neal, Rev. D . Lio: Ruston 
Smith, Rev. R. Mc air, Shreveport 

1817 Fairfield Avenue 

Stokes, Rev. Alwin, Winnfield 
Wharton, Rev. Conway, Natchitoches 


Gretna 


SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


*Bedinger, Rev. R. D., Jackson 
Bashaw, Rev. W. N., Ackerman 
Boyce, Rev. W. 8., Edwards 
Caldwell, Rev. W. J., Forest 
Clark, Rev. Fred, Jackson 
Giddens, Rev. W. E., Jr., Lebanon 
Moffett, Rev. A. N., Jackson 
Whitaker, Rev. A. W., Jr., Itta Bena 
Wiggins, Rev. B. H., Weir 


East Mississippi Presbytery 


Anderson, Rev. B. * Pontotoc 
Daffin, Rev. Robt. D “0 ipl 
Jorgenson gS L.C ton 
Kincaid, Rev. nak i, ‘Potnoeie 
McGehee, Rev. eM ., Amory 


Meridian Presbytery 


Bagby, Rev. W. W., Sandersville 
*Beckman, Rev. L. A., Jr., —* 
Blackwelder, aor. L. N., 

pews Rev. William E., Bay Gorines 

, Waynesboro 
Mount Olive 
Meridian 


ey Rev. G. Hi. " Jr., 

Oo ary Rev. F.B » Ses 

Reid, Rev. E. W., Mag 
bertson, Rev. 


R. Pp ‘Ellisville 
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Mississippi Presbytery 
Duck, Rev. A. W., Wesson 
McNutt, Rev. J. W., Woodville 
Stuart, Rev. J. Leigh ton, Jr., Summit 
Wardlaw, Rev. O. W ., Magnolia 


North Mississippi Presbytery 
Green, Rev. Julian B., pando 


Lemly, Rev. T. “ 
*McLain, Rev. H. M ., Oxford 


SYNOD OF MISSOURI 


Lafayette Presbytery 


Crockett, Rev. Lenox, Sweet Springs 
Drake, Rev. Louis P., California 
Robb, "Rev. W. Luther, Longwood 


Missouri Presbytery 


Barbee, Rev. T. M., Mexico 
‘Gunn, Rev. C. G., Fulton 
Lemly, Rev. Robert M., Paris 


Potosi Presbytery 


Guthrie, Rev. H. T., Perryville 
Mecklin, Rev. J. L., Fruitland 
Vanlandingham, Rev. John, Clarkton 


St. Louis Presbytery 


Griffin, Rev. N. C., Pattonville 
Johnson, Rev. A. it., it. Louis 
1717-A Goode 
*Watson, Rev. H. H., St. Louis 
7515 Melrose Avenue 


Upper Missouri Presbytery 


Bowman, Mr. Locke, Independence 
Hunt, Rev. E. C., St. Joseph 

2202 S. 11th St. 
Rowe, Mr. Harold §8., Independence 
Smith, Mrs. Wm. M., Independence 
Thorpe, Mr. Robert, North Kansas City 


SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
ee Rev. E. E., Greensboro 
P. O. Box 1124 


Albemarle Presbytery 


Baker, Rev. R. T., New Bern 
Coates, Rev. Edwin S., Farmville 
Corkey, wl Harold, Goldsboro 
+Hassell, Rev. J. Ma Greenville 
Hines, Rev. J.C , Washington 
Holladay, Rev. Dupuy, Lucama 
Route 2 

Lowry, Rev. James I., Williamston 
Martin, Rev. A. R., Tarboro 
Patterson, Rev. C. a. Greenville 
Pickard, Rev. George M., Ahoskie 
Williamson, Rev. E. C., Greenville 
Willis, Rev. George J., Snow Hill 


Concord Presbytery 


Boyle, Rev. W. Pat, Lenoir 
Burdette, Rev. Al 8., Kannapolis 
pina oy Rev. R. i» Marion 

Cook k, Rev. J. 8., Harmony 
Faust, Rev. M. B., Salisbury 
Ford, Rev. Robert, Ht Bleck hes 
Gruver, lack Mountain 
Schoen, Bev 35 x Marion 
Ricks, Rev. tikes A. China Grove 
Smith, Rev. J. Hector, Morganton 
Stimson, Rev. Jamie D., Hickory 
+Turner, Rev. Robert, Morganton 
West, Rev. Charles C., Concord 


Fayetteville Presbytery 


Blue, Rev. Frank §., Linden 
Carswell, Rev. A. D., Spring Lake 
Ewart, Rev. 8. A., Raeford 
+Gibbs, Rev. C. M., Fayetteville 
McBath, Rev. Harvey A., 

Eagle ag 3 
Nelson, Rev. W. O., Robbins 
Ramsey, Rev. R. R., Jackson Springs 
Shannon, Rev. B. 0., Fayetteville 
Solomon, Rev. C. W., Fayetteville 
Ste henson, Miss Margaret E., Angier 
Taffe, Rev. C. K., Cameron 


Granville Presbytery 


Blevins, Rev. Denver 8., Kenly 

Heaton, Rev. G. W., Roxboro 

McChesney, Rev. Chas. 8., Townsville 

Parrish, Rev. Chas. E., Kenly 

Phipps, Rev. J. Robert, Varina 

Ruppenthal, Rev. H. P., Durham 
tWool, Rev. James C., Raleigh 


Kings Mountain Presbytery 


Hayward, Rev. George, Tryon 
Matheson, Rev. W. H., Davidson 
Plexico, Rev. J. C., Dallas 
Pollard, Mr. Hugh; Saluda 
Young, "Rev. Troy, Ellenboro 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Anderson, Rev. Leon, Charlotte 
445 Fairview Homes 

Baker, Rev. W. L., Waxhaw 

Baker, Rev. Walter, Charlotte 
210 Gardner Avenue 

Carter, Rev. H. B., Jr., Charlotte 

Carlton, Rev. Don, East Rockingham 

Cowan, "Rev. L. F., Stanfield 

Crosswell, Rev. Gower, Jr., Marshville 

Huneycutt, Rev. Q. N., Indian Trail 

ae Ange Rev. W. J., Monroe 
Hamilton, Rev. C. ae Monroe 

Hunt, Miss Kathryn, Charlotte 
Morris a 

Little, Rev. C. H., Charlotte, Rt. 2 

Mabe, Miss Vivian, Rockingham 

Matson, Miss Florence, Charlotte 
832 Seigle Avenue 

Smith, Miss Willoden, Charlotte 
210 Gardner Avenue 

Snyder, Rev. R. 8., Charlotte 


**Stone, Rev. R. H., Charlotte 
Box 2537 

Tapp, Rev. C. R., Charlotte 
Marsh Road 


Topham, Rev. M. L., Troy 


Orange Presbytery 
Boyle, + tg Gaston, Jr., Sanford 


oute 

Cheshire, Rev. Clarence, Burlington 
Ensign, Rev. John E., Chapel Hill 
Jennings, Rev. Wesley, 

Wentworth, N. C. 
McGinnis, Rev. James W., Greensboro 
MecNatt, Rev. J. P. H., High Point 

tPatterson, Rev. T. Henry, Greensboro 

407 Hillcrest Drive 
Piephoff, Rev. Z. T., Greensboro 
Rock, Rev. Robert B., Broadway 
Sapp, Rev. Samuel E., Yanceyville 
Westerfield, Rev. W. H., Burlington 


Wilmington Presbytery 


Craig, Rev. Carl B., Jacksonville 
Farrior, Rev. N. P., Pink Hill 
Goodman, Rev. Walter H., Beulaville 
Marrow, Rev. J. A., Rocky Point 
Myers, Rev. C. C., Wilmington 

308 Wrightsville Avenue 
Taylor, Rev. ., Wilmington 

209 N. 13th Street 

aggett, Rev. . M., Southport 

Wit row, Rev. J. D., Leland 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 


Acheson, Miss Evelyn, 
Glendale Springs 

Boyle, Rev. Gaston, Pine Hall 

Brown, Rev. R. F., Jefferson 

Davison, Miss Zeta, Lexington 

Hilderbrandt, Mr. Richard E., Sparta 

Hollenhead, Rev. G. M., Lansing 

Luke, Rev. John W., Glendale Springs 

Maury, Rev. C. H., Yadkinville 

Onque, Rev. L. M., Mt. Air 

Pollock, Rev. Kenneth E., 

Pooley, Rev. R. C., Jr., Mt. Airy 
+Smith, Rev. W. R., Jr., Winston-Salem 

Stark, Rev. ne Jr., Pilot Mountain 

Voyles, Rev. C. M., West Jefferson 

Young, Rev. T.A., nie NorthWilkesboro 


‘ooleemee 


SYNOD OF OKLAHOMA 


Durant, Oklahoma 


Downing, Rev. W. A., Holdenville 
*Firebaugh, Rev. R. M., Hugo 
Lazenby, Rev. Hervey, Jr., Madill 
Miller, Rev. Ha: , Coalgate 
Wise, Rev. Harol G., Durant 


Mangum Presbytery 
Jackson, Rey. Lyndon, Lawton 


SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


+Patterson, Rev. Leslie H., Columbia 
First Presbyterian Churc 


Bethel Presbytery 
Grier, Rev. T. F., Chester, Route 1 





Robinson, Rev. J. 8., Liberty Hill 


Charleston Presbytery 

Barr, Rev. L. L., Moncks Corner 
Brearley, Rev. C. D., Jr., Allendale 
Dendy, Rev. Wm. H., Summerville 
Frierson, Rev. Wm. C., Denmark 
Goodman, Rev. W. H., Edisto Island 
Horton, Rev. T. W., Mt. Pleasant 
Koelling, Rev. H. W., McClellanville 


Congaree Presbytery 


Groves, Rev. John W., Fairview 
MacEachern, Rev. John, Lugoff 
McCutcheon, Rev. L. O., Johnston 
Newman, Rev. W. L., Bethune 


Enoree Presbytery 


Ford, Rev. W. M., Wellford 
Harmon, Rev. Fred J., Inman 
*McIntyre, Rev. J. A., Inman 
Quarles, Mrs. T. T., Spartanburg 


Harmony Presbytery 
Knox, Rev. H. A., Andrews 
Wilkinson, Rev. E. Bert, Sumpter 


Pee Dee gy 


Arnold, Rev. W. D., Lo 

Brearley, Rev. C. D. a Myrtle Beach 
Coble, ev, C. P., Claussen 
Kirkpatrick, Rev. G. F., Blenheim 
Littlejohn, Rev. A. N., Timmonsville 
Plowden, Rev. C. M., Society Hill 


Piedmont Presbytery 
Brown, Rev. J. F., Liberty 


South Carolina Presbytery 


Brown, Rev. L. W., Goldville 
Coker, — Roy W., Gray Court 
ute 


SYNOD OF TENNESSEE 


*Wilson, Rev. G. A., Nashville 
141 Windsor Drive 


Columbia Presbytery 
Bird, Rev. Taylor O., Dellrose 


Crabb, Rev. lumbia 
*Fleming, Rev. Jos. E., Lynville 
Howze, Rev. T. M., Spring Hill 


Nash, Rev. 8. I., Lawrenceville 
Walker, Rev. Fred, Belfast 


Memphis Presbytery 


Baker, Rev. B. W., Atoka 

Dickson, Rev. R. M., Bethel Springs 

Harper, Rev. Chas. A., Union City 

Hill, Rev. Solon T., Memphis 
Route 3, Box 181-A 

Hunter, Rev. Alex W., Memphis 
3727 Wayne Avenue 

James, Rev. J. E., Bolivar 

Phillips, Rev. Carl C., Memphis 
Route 9 

Williams, Rev. Glenn A., Trenton 
Route 1 


Nashville Presbytery 


Arbaugh, Rev. R. C., Buffalo Valley 
Booth, Rev. J. A., Rock Island 

Cox, Rev. James, Nashville 
Graham, Rev. O. L., Nashville 
Hooker, _ Floyd, Nashville 
Leland, Rev. ioe Woodbury 
Miller, Rev. E. P., Clarksville 
Miller, Rev. Priestley, Harpeth 
Ralston, Rev. C.N., Allisonia 
Tucker, Mr. E. B., Wartrace 


SYNOD OF TEXAS 


*Dean, Mr. E. A., Austin 
520 Scarborough Bldg. 


Brazos Presbytery 


Boyd, Rev. C. M., Orange 
es Rev. E. G., Houston 10 
Longview St. 
Cunningham, Rev. H. N., Houston 
606 Bound “| 
Helsley, Rev. Ernest, Lake Jackson 
Mitchell, Rev. E. W., Aldine 
*Purcell, Rev. M. L., Bellaire 
Parse, Rev. J. E., Pasadena 
Ruhmann, Rev. Albert E., 
Lake Jackson 
Smith, Rev. C. H., Alvin 
Hempstead 





Solomon, Rev. R. , *: 
Watts, Rev. Thos. G., Bryan 





















Central Texas Presbytery 


Bailey, Rev. Henry M., Eureka 
Caldwell, Rev. C. +, Robinson 
Holmes, Rev. W. B., , Gatesville 
Kidd, Rev. John P.. Fl 
Lennington, Rev. George C., Llano 
O’ Kelley, Rev. W. F., Marlin 


Dallas Presbytery 


Armendariz, Rev. G. M., Dallas 
Fernandez, Rev. Alberto, Dallas 
tLang, Rev. Cecil H., Dallas 
2606 Fairmount 
Yeargan, Rev. M. C., Iowa Park 


El Paso Presbytery 


Brinkley, Rev. Chas. B., Seagraves 
Brown, Rev. Chas. H., Levelland 
Galloway, Rev. Emmett, Van Horn 
Greenlees, Rev. W. G., Lovington, 


McCown, Rev. Roy L., Lubbock 
McDonell, Rev. Harry G., Jr., Odessa 
Peake, Rev. C. D., Ruidoso, N. M. 
Petmecky, Rev. L. G., El Paso 
Ramsay, Rev. John C., Jr., Crane 
Vinson, Rev. T. Chalmers, Barstow 


Mid-Texas Presbytery 


Allen, Rev. H. W. W., Bridgeport 
Bennett, Rev. H. O., Handley 
Brandon, Rev. Earl B., Fort Worth 
Box 7073, Sylvania Sta. 
Gray, Rev. Aes ew, Brownwood 
Guerrero, , Fort Worth 
Hestir, Rev. B. a Carlsbad 
Secrest, Mr. E. L., "Fort Worth 
*Tenney, Rev. B. K., Fort Worth 4 
2232 Harrison Avenue 


Paris Presbytery 


Barton, Rev. Max., Paris 

Elder, Rev. T. R., Gladewater 
Galbraith, Rev. W. F., Jr., Kilgore 
George, Rev. T. Frank, Centre 
Frerking, Rev. C. Monroe, 

Wake Village 

Hancock, Rev. C. Fred, Hallsville 
McGehee, Rev. J. P., Troup 
Pagan, Rev. W. /; George, Texarkana 
*Salmon, Rev. 8 {t. Pleasant 





Western Texas Presbytery] 
Alexander, Rev. Robert, Natalia 
Crown, Rev. Frank L., Crystal City 
Deloteus, Rev. Palmer W., Sinton 
Faison, Mr. George T., Pleasanton 
Hoffman, Rev. C. F., Cotulla 
Lindsey, Rev. E. A., Elsa 
Pearce, Rev. J. S., Catarina 
Richardson, Rev. L. A., Raymondville 
Slaymaker, Rev. F. L., Lavernia 
*Van Dyke, Rev. Paul S., San Antonio 

335 E. Melrose Drive 
Van Vleck, Rev. James, Waelder 
Walker, Rev. Frank, Leon Springs 
Wilkins, Rev. L. L., Rocksprings 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 
East Hanover Presbytery 


Bridgeman, Miss Mary Frances, 
Hopewell 
Bowling, Rev. M. C., Burkeville 
Elliott, Rev. Edwin P., Roxbury 
McDaniel, Rev. James, Richmond 
24, Route 7 
McDonald, Rev. W. T., Belona 
McLeod, Rev. John D., Jr., Sweet Hall 
Sthreshley, Rev. L. F., Chester 


Lexington Presbytery 
Blain, Rev. C. R., Circleville 
West Virginia 

Clemmons, Rev. J B., Fairfield 

Daffin, Rev. T. H ., Falling Spring 

Helm, "Rev. D. F., Hot Springs 
tJamison, Rev. W. C., Staunton 

Miles, Rev. Robert 8., Elkton 

Morrow, Rev. Guy M., Williamsville 

Rector, Rev. George H., McDowell 

Smith, Rev. Roy, Valley Center 


Montgomery Presbytery 


Childress, Rev. R. W., Willis 
Childrey, Miss Harriet, Callaway 
Hamilton, Miss Velinda, Thaxton 
Houchins, Miss Evelyn, Willis 
McCorkle, Rev. Fre 3), Stuart 
Mowbray, Rev. T. K., Callaway 


Russell, Rev. R. Y., Buchanan, R.F.D. 


Sherman, Rev. John W., Pearisburg 
Vinson, Rev. J. W., Rocky Mount 
Williams, Rev. J. T., Indian Valley 











*Whiteley, Rev. G. L., Roanoke 
2117 Rosalind Avenue 
, Iron Gate 


Zehmer, Rev. R. 
Route 4 


Norfolk Presbytery 
Bowman, Rev. John, Newport 


A., Roanoke 


Brown, Rev. R. Allen, East Ocean View 
Rev. W. E., Newport News 
Emurian, Rev. 8. K., Norfolk 5, 


Davis, 


550 E. owe bg Road 
Flitton, Rev. H . Norfolk 


Lehmann, Rev. J. Meller: So. Norfolk 6 


1204 Park Avenue 
Traynham, Rev. T. T., Zuni 


Potomac Presbytery 
(In Maryland) 


Gault, Rev. Edward, Inverness 


*Hammond, Rev. D. Kirk, Balt 
312 St. Dunstans Road 
Heim, Mrs. Hazel, Baltimore 
Armistead Gardens 


Owen, Rev. Julian T., Sykesville 


(In Virginia 


Cowsert, Rev. Charles C., Arlington 
Fairley, "Rev. R. A., Alexandria 
Myers, Rev. Jesse W., Alexandria 
Plitt, Rev. Edward T., Hartwood 
Winn, Rev. Albert C., ‘Nokesville 


Roanoke Presbytery 


Alexander, Rev. Eugene, Victoria 


Gear, Rev. A. S., Rustburg 
Guthrie, Rev. J. E., Phenix 


7. a A. J., Lynchburg 
u 
Roberts, Rev. E. H., Danville 


531 Kemper Roa 


Young, Rev. John W., Martinsville 


Thompson, Rev. Jas. G., Pam 


Washburn, Rev. Frank T., Schoolfield 


26 Baltimore Avenue 
Wood, Rev. A. W., Keysville 


West Hanover Presbytery 


Day, Rev. Sherwood S., Amherst 
Francis, Rev. A. T., Massie’s Mill 
, Louisa *Superintendent of Home Missions. 


Hutcheson, Rev. R. G., 
Williams, Rev. W. Tiesenen 
Appomattox 








r 


General Assembly: Rev. E. C. Scott, D. D., 
Stated Clerk and Treasurer; Rev. P. J. Garrison, 
Jr., Assistant Stated Clerk and Treasurer; Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. 

The General Council, 324 Church S&t., 
Georgia: Rev. J. G. Patton, Jr., D.D., Executive 
Secretary; Rev. Bob 8. Hodges, Jr., Associate 
Secretary; Mr. Harvey H. Walters, Director of 

Celeste L. Jackson, 


Public Relations; Mrs. 
Treasurer. 


Board of World Missions, 113—16th Ave., South, 
Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee: Rev. C. Darby 
Fulton, ’D.D., Executive Secretary; Rev. D. J. 
Cumming, Educational Secretary; Rev. Paul B. 

melery of Gomreoes Relief and Inter- 

. Hearn, Treasurer. 

Board of Church Extension, - He 
Building, avai 8, Georgia; Rev. 

Ezecutive Secretary; — 
Secretary of Promotion; 


Freeland, S 


church Aid; Mr. Curry B 


Broyles, i r., Th.D., 
years Bt Gibbousy, 


Mr. G. B. Strickler, reasurer. 


Division or Home Misstons, 605 Hen 
Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. Claude 
Pritchard, D.D., Secreta ; Rev. 


, Secretary 
M. Carr, Th. ‘D., Secretary 


t of Urban Church. 


Homer Me- 
—— Rev. Jz mes 

Department of Town 
and Country Church; Mr. Hal Hyde, Secretary, 


Building, A 


Decatur, 


Thompson, D.D., 


D.D., Secretary. 


Grady ing, 8 N. Sixth St. 
"Vernon rd D 


Virginia: Dr. Edwa 


Grad 


Jr., Secretary. 


Agencies of the Church 


Drviston or Necro Work, 712 Henry Grady 
tlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. Alex R. 
Batchelor, Secretary. 


Drviston oF CuristiAN ReExatTions, 605 Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. 


Drvision oF Evanceuism, 712 Henry Grety 
Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. H. H. 
Secretary. 


Board of Christian Biaegion. Presbyterian Build- 


tary; Mr. John 8. Grant, Treasurer. 


Division or Men’s Wore: Dr. 8. J. Patterson, 








Winchester Presbytery 
Bailey, Rev. Paul E., Martinburg 
Bird, Rev. dg BD Springfield 
Duckwall, Rev. J. M., Lost River 
Murray, Rev. W. _ 

Hancock, Maryland 
Reed, Rev. Ben, Burlington 


News 


SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 


+Harrop, Rev. W. E., Charleston 
P. O. Box 1027 


Bluestone Presbytery 
Childs, Rev. W. Hobart, Lansing 
Daniel, Rev. Francis H., Bluefield 
Manning, Rev. Fred, Lashmeet 
Rodrian, Miss Joan, Landgraff 
imore 12 


Greenbrier Presbytery 
Arbuckle, Rev. J. D., Sinks Grove 
Denham, Rev. C. D., 

White Sulphur Springs 
Gray, Rev. Robert R., Union 
Rice, Rev. Roger M., Jr., Richwood 
Salango, Rev. James, Hinton 
Shiflet, Rev. A. B., Gap Mills 


Kanawha Presbytery 
Bowman, Rev. G. C., McConnell 
Christie, Rev. Fred W., Charleston 
Clay, Rev. Thos. C., So. Charleston 
Churton, Rev. Daniel B., Huntington 
Davis, Rev. L. A., Eleanor 
Jones, Rev. Herman, Charleston 
MacKenzie, Miss —_ n, Comfort 
Murray, Rev. B.A , Alloy 
lin Powell, Rev. Richard V., > Glenville 
Ryburn, Rev. Frank M., So. Charleston 
*Weiglein, Rev. D. R., St. Albans 
Watson, Rev. Ira B., Belle 
White, Miss Mary Jo, Eleanor 


**General Secretary. 
TExecutive Secretary. 

















Drvision oF Rapto, 712 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. John M. Alexander, 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, 
D. Grant, Executive Secre- 


Drvision or Reuicious Epucation: Rev. John 
L. Fairly, D.D., Secretary. 


Trustees of the General Assembly and Presb: 


Drvision oF Pusutcation: Mr. Clinton Harris, 
General Manager. 


Board of Annuities and Relief, 410 Urban Building, 
Louisvil 


le 2, Kentucky: Rev. Wade H. Boggs, 

D. oe Executive Secretary; Rev. Bernard A, 

Metthan nany D.D., Assistant to Executive; Rev. 
Hopper, D.D., Treasurer. 


Board of Women’s Work, Henry Grady Building, 


Atlanta 3, Georgia: Dr. Janie W. McGaughey, 
Executive ‘Secretary; Mrs. John L. Parkes, Assis- 
tant Secretary; Miss Mary S. Quidor, Treasurer. 


General ee ge 3 Training School for Lay Work- 


ers, 3400 B Richmond 27, Virginia: 
Rev. Henry Wade en D.D., President, 


Foundation, Inc., a ag = Bank Bldg., Char- 
lotte, N.C.: Mr. T. 8. McPheeters, President; 
Mr. George M. Rose, Secretary-Treasurer. 


ae Fy gy a. North Carolina: 


Mr. T. H. Spence, ir., Director 


Mountain mupest Association, Montreat, North 


Division or Hiauer Epvucation: Rev. Hunter 
B. Blakely, Th.D., Secretary. 





Carolina: a = McG: i Oe 
upert regor, 
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The Greatest News for the 
Human Race in 








a, 


1850 





Man’s Lengthening 67 ey 
YEARS we 


Life Span_____ 





1900 








Here’s to Longer Life... May 
Yours Be Healthy and Happy! 





Long life means little without good Health! 


Proper nutrition is important to good 
health. As people grow older, they need 
more of certain food elements to keep up 
their strength and vitality. 


Since adequate amounts of these needed 
food elements are often lacking in the 
diets of older people, there is a widespread 
need for an easily digested food supple- 
ment such as Ovaltine to supply the miss- 
ing elements. Besides filling in this nutri- 
tional gap, Ovaltine can frequently be 
helpful when elderly people begin to have 
— with digestion or mastication or 
sleep. 
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1900 Years! 


Science Gives You LONGER 
LIFE... New Booklet Offers 
You Hints for Better Health 
to Enjoy Your Later Years! 


Longer life is yours today—thanks to 
modern science! 

Here is the amazing record— 

Since the turn of the century, over 
18 years have been added to a man’s 
average life span! 

In the days of the Roman Empire, 
the average length of life was 23 
years. In the United States it climbed 
to 40 years by 1850... to 49 years 
by 1900 ... and now the average life 
span here is over 67 years and life 
expectancy is still increasing. 

This tremendous increase in life 
expectancy gives us many more years 
to enjoy the blessings of the earth. 
But—we cannot be completely happy 
in those later years unless we are 
enjoying good health. 

To point the way to the good health 
you must have to fully enjoy longer 
life, the makers of Ovaltine have pre- 
pared an informative booklet, which 
is yours for the asking. 


FREE Booklet Gives Pointers on 
How to Get the Most out of Life After 60! 


Learn how you can best enjoy the 
longer life that science gives you 
today. Get your copy of a fascinating 
new 24-page illustrated booklet filled 
with tips and pointers on how to get 
more out of life in the later years. 

The booklet is a storehouse of val- 
uable information on many subjects 
of interest to older folks and those 
who care for them. Besides a discus- 
sion of such things as the nutrition 
problems of elderly people and signs 
of dietary deficiencies, the booklet 
contains general health rules and 
other priceless information to help 
older adults live out their ‘Golden 
Years” in health and happiness and 
contentment. 


Valuable Free Booklet Offers 
Guide to Health and Happiness 


Send for your copy of this free 
24-page, illustrated booklet ‘‘Longer 
Life... and Better Health To Enjoy 
It!’ Use coupon at right. Do it now! 







Send for 
YOUR 


FREE 


copy 


Loewen wanansaal 


OVALTINE— |—4 
360 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 1, Ill. 


Please send me a FREE copy of your 
illustrated booklet, ‘‘Longer Life . 
and Better Health To Enjoy It!” 
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“They cried ...and God heard... .” 


Bakwanga Chapel in Congo 


“A great door and effectual is 
opened ...” (I Corinthians 16:9) to us 
at the diamond mines about fifty miles 
from Bibanga Station. Sometime ago 
word was received that all of the 
Christian evangelists and teachers ex- 
cept one had to leave the mining 
camps. Over 15,000 Congolaise of 
many different tribes and tongues col- 
lected together in a small radius with 
only one worker to minister to their 
spiritual needs—this is the picture that 
confronted the missionaries at Bi- 
banga. An interview held immediately 
with the director was disappointing. 
He said that the schools of the Mis- 
sion were no longer needed nor 
wanted because the officials of the 
mines had opened schools to which 
all the children were required to go. 
Roman Catholic “fathers” and “broth- 
ers” and “sisters” had been engaged in 
these “Company” schools. This meant 
that the Protestant children were not 
only taught daily by the Roman 
Catholics, but also that they had no 
place for worship on Sunday. After 
having exhausted every argument pos- 
sible, it seemed that the missionaries 
were defeated. One finally said that 
it was a bit peculiar that our evange- 
lists should be dismissed from their 
homes and ministry without any noti- 
fication to the Mission. The Director 
saw this, and then agreed to allow 
these men to remain in the camps, but 
with the understanding that they 
could not teach school. 

The missionaries continued to seek 
ways of furthering the Gospel of 
Christ and of ministering to the Chris- 
tians. Application was made to erect 
chapels, but on every side there were 
hindrances and obstacles. It seemed 
that Satan was thwarting our pur- 
poses. Our efforts were undergirded 
with prayer, and we constantly sought 
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By William T. Mulcay 


Missionary to Africa 


the will of the Lord. 

The African Christians got together 
a petition and asked the Mission to 
build them a chapel. They offered to 
contribute as much money as they 
could to help in the construction. 
Again attempts were made to secure 
permission to build, but in each case 
we were refused. 

The officials of the mines had in- 
augurated a program for raising the 
standards and living conditions of the 
employees. They had begun to build 
nice, permanent homes in contrast to 
mud and stick huts. This was as it 
should have been, but it tended to 
focus the attention of the Africans on 
civilization rather than Christianity. 

Then an adinterim director, whom 
I had known previously, came for 
six months. After much prayer an- 
other request was made. He gave us 
permission to build two permanent 
chapels and a temporary one. God 
answered prayer, and the temporary 
chapel was begun! Students from 
neighboring schools were sent out to 
gather grass for the roof. Sticks and 
poles were carried from Bibanga. The 
students helped the village Christians 
to build the chapel. From early morn- 
ing to dark sticks and poles were tied 
together. Grass was tied to make the 
roof, walls were plastered with mud, 
and the dirt floor was beaten down 
to make it hard. A temporary chapel 
has been built and dedicated! 

A special “called” meeting of our 
Mission was held in connection with 
the building of one of the permanent 
chapels. Money was borrowed with 
the expectation that the Birthday Gift 
of this year would reimburse us. The 
first permanent chapel is on its way 
to completion. Soon we shall have a 
dedication service for it! Just as soon 
as the money is available we hope to 


build another chapel. 

The Roman Catholics are building 
a large cathedral which will cost 
about ten million francs. This is a 
beautiful Gothic structure that com- 
mands the view of the entire country- 
side. We expect our chapel to be fin- 
ished and dedicated before the Cathe- 
dral is completed. It will be modest 
beside the cathedral, but His Word 
shall be preached from it! We be- 
lieve that many souls will be saved 
and many Christians established in 
the faith. 





I wish you could all come to be 
with me a while. Surely there would 
never be any question in your minds 
as to “Why Missions?” There is such 
a difference in those who, though liv- 
ing in the same village, fear their 
witchdoctors, fetishes, lightning medi- 
cines, evil spirits, their neighbors, and 
life itself; and those who have come 
to trust the Lord, put away many 
needless fears, have learned to give 
and share, to put more trust in each 
other, and enjoy life. These last ones 
are the ones you usually find in the 
schools seeking wisdom and useful- 
ness. When the pastor whom we took 
with us last Sunday week needed 
some food in a new and strange vil- 
lage, he came back to the car to get 
his Bible to carry with him for it was 
through it that he would be able to 
find fellowship with a group in the 
village. To be sure, others by their 
own tribal laws would not entertain 
a stranger nor associate with him. It 
is our own Christian heritage perhaps 
that sometimes makes it hard for us to 
realize what life would be like with- 
out Christianity. 

—Ruth Phipps, Lubondai, Africa. 
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Missionary Points to “Signs of Hope” 


Rev. Lawrence G. Calhoun has just returned from his furlough in the States to Lavras, 
Minas, Brazil, where he is a missionary for the Presbyterian Church, U.S. His first 
letter since his return points out “some signs of hope in our Church in the United States 
and in Brazil that we thought you might like to see.” 


I came away from the States this 
time with several definite encouraging 
impressions with regard to the Home 
Church which are, I think, “signs of 
hope.” Even though you may be 
aware of these facts, I want to call 
them to your attention. 


IN THE UNITED STATES 


First of all, there is evidence of the 
increasing participation of laymen in 
the work of the Church. This is 
seen in their co-operation in the pro- 
gram of visitation evangelism, as well 
as in the general work of the church. 
This is most encouraging and augurs 
well for the future of our beloved 
Church. 

In the second place, I was glad to 
see the expansion of the Presbyterian 
Church. Surely this is evidence of the 
fact that the Church is following the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Third, the construction of new 
buildings, both for church auditoriums 
and for Christian education, has in- 
creased the usefulness of the educa- 
tional program and has contributed to 
a more worshipful atmosphere in the 
Sunday services. 

Next, it seems to me that there is 
an increasing consciousness on the 
part of the Church with regard to 


her supreme responsibility in facing 
the race problem. I sensed also that 
the Church, for the most part, is at- 
tempting courageously to solve the 
problem as Christ would have her do. 
I saw definite proof of the fact that 
the Church is coming to a fuller un- 
derstanding of the Gospel in connec- 
tion with this difficult problem. 

Last but not least, there were signs 
that the tide is moving slowly but 
relentlessly in the direction of a full 
conception of the Gospel message for 
the world today through re-union 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
and through an increasing spirit of 
ecumenicity. These “signs of hope” 
warm our hearts and encourage us 
as we face the problems which sur- 
round us. 


IN BRAZIL 

As in the States so in Brazil there 
are many “signs of hope.” 

The Presbyterian Church is actively 
engaged in a campaign of evangeliza- 
tion in preparation for the celebration 
of her centennial commemorations in 
1959. 

Although there has been an appreci- 
able increase in the number of min- 
isters in the last few years, the num- 
ber of new churches exceeds the 
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number of pastors available. Whereas 
there were 292 churches for 142 pas- 
tors five years ago, there are today 
339 churches for 180 ministers. Al- 
though the situation is somewhat im- 
proved, there is still too large a num- 
ber of ministers who are compelled 
by financial considerations to seek 
part-time employment in other pro- 
fessions in order to support them- 
selves. 

The Presbyterian Publishing House, 
organized just a few years ago, seems 
to have gotten well started, having re- 
cently published two volumes dealing 
with the early life of the Presbyterian 
Church in Brazil. These are real con- 
tributions to Brazilian Evangelical 
church history. 

The enrollment in Mission schools 
continues to grow and many oppor- 
tunities for further needed expansion 
are lost because of the lack of funds 
and personnel. 

The program of evangelization car- 
ried on by the National Board of Mis- 
sions, in which the Nashville and New 
York boards co-operate, continues to 
have the increasing support of the 
people of the Brazilian Church, and 
is doing an excellent job in the proc- 
lamation of the Gospel in the vast un- 
reached hinterland of the country. 
The Board has recently expanded its 
work in both the extreme North and 
the extreme South. These are some of 
the “signs of hope” in this great 
“country of the future.” 
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Thompson Resigns 
Evangelism Post 


Dr. H. H. Thompson, secretary of 
the Board of Church Extension’s Divi- 
sion of Evangelism, has accepted a 
call to the pastorate effective Decem- 
ber 1, according to an announcement 
by Dr. Vernon §S. Broyles, Jr., board 
executive secretary. 

Secretary of evangelism since June 
1944, Dr. Thompson will go to the 
Ruston Presbyterian Church, Ruston, 
Louisiana. Ruston is the home of 
Louisiana Tech. The church has five 
hundred members. 

The first secretary of Evangelism 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S., Dr. 
Thompson has traveled more than 
45,000 miles a year visiting churches, 
presbyteries, and synods and promot- 
ing the popular program of visitation 
evangelism. 

A native of Mississippi, Dr. Thomp- 
son held pastorates at Natchez, Missis- 
sippi, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and 
Bristol, Tennessee. His last pastorate 
was at the First Presbyterian Church 
in Bristol, a church of more than one 
thousand members. 


Synods Vote to 


Dissolve Snedecor 


The Church’s only Negro synod 
will cease to exist on April 1, 1952, 
if the Assembly’s commission for the 
dissolution of Snedecor Memorial ap- 
proves the recent action of the synods 
of Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, and 
Snedecor Memorial. 

Rev. Harry K. Holland, chairman 
of Assembly’s commission and pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Marietta, Georgia, said the last synod 
to approve dissolution was Snedecor 
Memorial, which met late in Septem- 
ber. 

Because of the expense involved in 
bringing together the twenty-six mem- 
bers of the special commission, Hol- 
land said members have been asked 
to report their votes by mail and that 
they are now considering the matter. 
Final action by the commission should 
be complete within the next sixty 
days. 

In its action for dissolution Snede- 
cor Memorial asked that the commis- 
sion set April 1, 1952, as the official 
date of dissolution, “so that Negro 
presbyteries can be absorbed by the 
synods of Alabama, Louisiana, and 
Georgia at the beginning of a new 
church year.” 

The plan for dissolution of the 
synod was approved by the 1951 
General Assembly meeting at Or- 
lando, Florida, but was subject to 
approval by the four synods involved 
and then by the Assembly’s special 
commission. 


Presbyterians Plan Hymnal 

Plans for a new joint Presbyterian 
hymnal were mapped at a meeting in 
Philadelphia recently of representa- 
tives of five Presbyterian bodies. 

The meeting decided to appoint an 
editorial committee of twelve with 
proportionate representation from the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., United Presby- 
terian Church, Reformed Church in 
America, and the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church. 





Deans Appointed 
Publication Head 


Cameron D. Deans, for the past 
three years an Associate in the Divi- 
sion of Men’s Work of the Board of 
Christian Education, in mid-October 
was named Manager of the Division of 
Publication. He succeeds Clinton Har- 
ris, who was appointed secretary of 
an expanded Department of Church 
Relations, which will direct promo- 
tion of the education work and 
financial interests of the Board in the 
field. Mr. Harris’ duties will also in- 
clude the leading of the million-dollar 
centennial campaign of the Board of 
Christian Education approved by the 
General Assembly which met last 
June in Orlando, Florida. 

Mr. Deans was in charge of the 
church officer training program and 
editor of Presbyterian Men while with 
the Division of Men’s Work. A lay- 
man from North Carolina, he served 
in management and sales capacities 
with several large companies before 
joining the Board in 1948. His new 
post includes direction of the John 
Knox Press, the Board’s book stores, 
and the departments handling the 
production and distribution of the 
Church’s numerous periodicals. 
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Churches Urge Aid 
for Arab Refugees 


More vigorous governmental action 
for an adequate solution of the Arab 
refugee problem and for an easing of 
tensions in the Near and Middle East 
was urged by the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs at 
the Paris meeting of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly in November. 

Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New York, 
the Commission’s director, said that 
Protestant and Orthodox church 
groups in a number of countries are 
pressing for acceptance of recom- 
mendations adopted at a recent Con- 
ference on Arab Refugee Problems 
convened at Beirut by the World 
Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, of which 
the Commission is a joint agency. 

Rev. Paul B. Freeland, Secretary, 
Overseas Relief and Inter-Church 
Aid, represented the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., at the Beirut conference 
last May. He reported on this meet- 
ing in the October Survey. 

The Beirut recommendations call 
for adequate provisions to meet im- 
mediate relief needs of Arab refugees, 
recognition of the right of repatria- 
tion but also of the need for extensive 
resettlement and reintegration and a 
release of frozen bank accounts. They 
also urge compensation to meet the 
claims of justice for individuals as 
well as groups, an international guar- 
antee of frontiers, and the assurance 
of such continuing financial support 
from governments as is essential to 
long-range planning. 

On behalf of these church groups, 
the Beirut proposals were brought to 
the attention of United Nations dele- 
gates at their recent Paris meeting. 


LS me PRESBYTERIAN NEWS SURVEY 





Dr. Fulton and Mr. Shaver at the meeting in Campo Belo. 


Fulton Meets with Mission Committee 


On September 26 representatives 
from our Church’s North, West, and 
East Brazil Missions met in Belo 
Horizonte to draw up plans for a 
co-ordinating committee of the three 
Missions. Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Board of 
World Missions, flew to Brazil to be 
present at this meeting which marked 
a step forward in co-operative work. 

The co-ordinating committee, which 
will be made up of two representa- 
tives from each of our three missions, 
will give a concerted voice to our 
Brazil Missions in their relations to 
the Presbyterian Church of Brazil 
and the Board of World Missions. 
This committee will receive represen- 
tations from the Brazilian Presbyterian 
Church and other bodies and pass 
them on to the Board with counsel 
for action. They will also answer, in 
behalf of the three missions, the 
Board of World Missions’ requests 
for counsel and advice in regard to 
matters dealing with the work in 
Brazil and will undertake such things 


as may be referred to it by the in- 
dividual missions in Brazil. The com- 
mittee will meet once a year unless 
other meetings are called for special 
purposes. 

Representatives from the missions 
present at this meeting were: Rev. 
Frank F. Baker and Mr. John Whee- 
lock of the East Brazil Mission; Rev. 
E. R. Arehart and Rev. Wm. M. 
Moseley from the North Brazil Mis- 
sion; and Rev. George Hurst and 
Rev. J. R.” Woodson of the West 
Brazil Mission. The two mission treas- 
urers, Robert C. Shane and Kenneth 
C, Shaver, were also present. Mr. 
Shaver was elected president of the 
group for the coming year and Mr. 
Arehart secretary. 

On September 29 following this 
meeting another meeting was held 
with representatives of the Central 
Brazil Mission of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. At this meeting plans 
were made for a similar co-ordinating 
committee from the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A.., to be set up. 


ARP CHURCHES PUSH MERGER MOVE 


Another Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian church in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, has taken action looking to- 
ward eventual affiliation with the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

First Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church voted to petition the 
denomination’s First Presbytery to 
seek such affiliation for all the 
churches which comprise it or, “if 
this is not possible, then dismiss First 
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Church to the Mecklenburg Presby- 
tery of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.” 

The resolution, which was adopted 
by a vote of 209 to 4o, further asked 
the Presbytery if it would not seek 
affiliation as a unit, to endorse the 
First Church’s petition “to the Gen- 
eral Synod for release of its house of 
worship and manse.” 

A similar action was taken in 
August by the Sardis Presbyterian 


Church near Charlotte, which also 
voted to ask admission into the Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. 

Meanwhile, the Tabernacle ARP 
Church adopted a resolution calling 
on the Presbytery to petition the. 
moderator of the ARP General Synod 
to call a special synodical meeting 
before February, 1952, to consider 
church union. —RNS. 
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Martha Beggs. 





Charles Turner. 


Protestant Youth Answer Call 


Thirty young men and women 
have been trained by the General 
Council of the United Christian Youth 
Movement as key field workers for 
The Call to United Christian Youth 
Action in a nationwide interdenomina- 
tional Protestant youth program for 
which recruiting will begin this fall. 

The Presbyterian Church, US., is 
well represented by Miss Martha 
Beggs, of Memphis, Tennessee, stu- 
dent at the Assembly’s Training 
School and former president of the 
Synod of Tennessee youth Council. 
She has been assigned to Virginia and 
West Virginia to help organize local 
Call Committees. Other youth field 
workers for The Call serving in the 
south are: Charles Cox, Alabama and 
Mississippi; Rosemary Evans, Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee; Kenneth Mc- 
Call, Texas; Lee Pearson, Florida and 
Georgia; Neewannah Schmidt, Ar- 
kansas and Louisiana; George Sow- 
erby, North and South Carolina; 
Charles Wilson and Joan Watzke, 
Oklahoma; and Nancy Hicks, Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. Charles Turner, a student on 
leave from Union Seminary and 
former president of the Assembly’s 
Youth Council, is serving as National 
Co-ordinator for The Call in the 
headquarters of the United Christian 
Youth Movement in Chicago. Still a 
third leader from our Church is Mr. 
Donald W. Shriver, Jr., who is Chair- 
man of the United Christian Youth 
Movement, and is vitally concerned 
that The Call shall lead the Christian 


youth of our land to a deeper dedica- 
tion to Christ and awareness of their 
oneness in Him. 

The Call field workers, whose aver- 
age age is twenty, met with the Coun- 
cil to learn about the structure and 
operation of the UCYM, which serves 
as the youth branch of the National 
Council of Churches. 

Representing nearly all the thirty 
denominations participating in the 
movement, the group will spend the 
next half year on area assignments 
blanketing the country. They will 
work to promote the interest of local 
youth organizations in a call to Chris- 
tian service and evangelism for which 
it is hoped to recruit a million Ameri- 
can boys and girls. 

In what was termed the most sig- 
nificant venture ever undertaken by 
Protestant youth in this country, 
young people will be urged to make 
a “renewing commitment” to Jesus 
Christ and His Church, to engage 
personally in co-operative service pro- 
jects, and to give one dollar for Chris- 
tian youth work in this country and 
around the world. 

The recruiting phase of the pro- 
gram will climax in the UCYM-spon- 
sored National Youth Week to be 
observed next year from January 27 
to February 3. Youth Week will also 
mark the launching of the second 
phase of the program, during which 
the young people who have responded 
will be put to work in projects of 
youth evangelism, community service, 
and world Christian citizenship. 


Churches Urge 
Japan to Join U.N. 


The churches, the first of many or- 
ganized groups to send good-will and 
reconciliation teams to Japan after 
the war, again demonstrated their 
concern for harmonious international 
relations recently by advocating 
Japan’s membership in the United Na- 
tions. 

The action was taken at the first 
fall meeting of the General Board of 
the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A., a body 
composed of 125 representatives from 
the Council’s twenty-nine constituent 
communions. The meeting was held 
in New York City. 

The General Board, under the 
chairmanship of the Rt. Rev. Henry 
Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church and 
president of the National Council, also 
took action on the plight of migratory 
labor, reviewed the churches’ work 
in behalf of Arab refugees, offered 
the Council’s co-operation in helping 
restore the churches in Midwest 
flood-stricken areas, endorsed the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the Bible 
to be published next year, and assigned 
Dr. Earl Frederick Adams, an ad- 
ministrative secretary, to direct the 
Council’s Washington office. 

A letter addressed “to our fellow 
Christians in Japan” and sent to the 
National Christian Council of Japan, 
was approved by the General Board. 
It offered an “earnest prayer that the 
comradeship which is ours in Christ 
may contribute toward the establish- 
ment of an enduring peace in Asia 
and throughout the world.” 

“The renunciation of war as a na- 
tional policy, envisaged in your con- 
stitution, is a goal of all men of good 
will,” the letter stated. “This goal can 
be achieved through the collective ef- 
forts of the United Nations and we 
share with you the hope that once 
the Treaty of Peace has come into ef- 
fect, Japan may become a member of 
the United Nations.” 

The letter stressed, however, that 
agreements such as the Peace Treaty 
can only partly help to overcome the 
dangers threatening world peace at 
this time. 
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Four New Missionaries Appointed 


Dr. and Mrs. William W. Beckner, 
Jr., and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bor- 
chert were appointed to missionary 
service at the meeting of the Board 
of World Missions on October 9. 

Dr. and Mrs. Beckner have been 
appointed for service in the Belgian 
Congo, and Mr. and Mrs. Borchert 
in Japan. 

Dr. Beckner, who was born in 
Rockbridge Baths, Virginia, attended 
Hampden-Sydney College and is a 
graduate of the Medical College of 
Virginia in Richmond, Virginia. He 
took his intern work in the Panama 
Canal Zone and at the present time is 
doing residence work at Duke Hos- 
pital, Durham, North Carolina. 

Mrs. Beckner is a graduate of Mon- 
treat Junior College and the Assem- 
bly’s Training School. The Beckners 
are members of the Overbrook Pres- 
byterian Church, Richmond, Virginia, 
and have two small children. They 
plan to attend the Appointee’s School 


in Montreat in the summer of 1952 
and will then be ready to go to the 
field. 

Mr. Borchert is a native of Holland, 
Michigan and attended Wofford Col- 
lege and received his degree from 
Louisiana College, Pineville, Louisi- 
ana, At the present time he is com- 
pleting his work at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, 
and is serving as student pastor of the 
Ingleside Presbyterian Church, Scott- 
dale, Georgia. He is a member of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Mrs. Borchert is from Pineville, 
Louisiana. She is now taking work at 
Columbia Seminary in preparation for 
her mission service. She is a member 
of the Ingleside Presbyterian Church 
in Scottdale. The Borcherts have one 
child. They also plan to attend the 
Appointee’s School in Montreat prior 
to proceeding to their field of service. 





Senate Approves 
Tax on Gambling 


The Senate, overriding strong pro- 
tests from church groups, approved 
a tax on gambling and bookmakers 
which Senator Estes Kefauver (D.- 
Tenn.) charged would have the effect 
of legalizing gambling in the United 
States. 

Speaking on behalf of the special 
crime investigating committee which 
he headed, Mr. Kefauver charged that 
“we are attempting to tax an illegal 
way of life.” 

“If we do that, are we going to start 
placing a special tax on burglary 
tools?” he asked the Senate. “Would 
we want to share the tax that could 
be collected from prostitutes in the 
operation of prostitution? Where is 
the stopping point going to be?” Sen- 
ator Kefauver emphasized the concern 
of moral leaders in America over or- 
ganized gambling. 

The measure which the Senate ap- 
proved will place an “occupational 
tax” on bookmakers and numbers op- 
erators, and will levy a special ten per 
cent tax on their profits, over and 
above other taxes that might be as- 
sessed. —RNS. 


Senate Defeats 
Liquor Tax Plans 


The Senate turned down two legis- 
lative amendments by Senator Paul 
H. Douglas (D.-Ill.) that had strong 
support from religious temperance 
groups. 

Mr. Douglas offered an amendment 
to the new bill which would have 
removed liquor from the items for 
which a deduction can be made for 
business expenses. 

The amendment was defeated by a 
voice vote after chairman Walter 
F. George (D.-Ga.) of the Senate 
Finance Committee charged that “this 
is all part of a program to harass 
American business.” 

Mr. Douglas’ amendment to the 
State Department appropriation bill 
also was defeated. It would have cur- 
tailed the purchase of liquor for en- 
tertainment of guests out of public 
tax funds. 

The Illinois Senator said he would 
offer a new amendment to the mili- 
tary appropriation bill seeking to re- 
duce the amount of liquor that can be 
purchased from tax funds for the en- 
tertainment of military officers. 

—RNS. 
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Dr. George A. Buttrick (left) presents 

to Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill the 

first book of a twelve-volume Bible com- 
mentary, The Interpreter’s Bible. 


Bible Commentary 
Being Published 


The first book of a twelve-volume 
commentary known as The Inter- 
preter’s Bible, published recently by 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, is being 
widely acclaimed throughout the 
country. 

Designed to “make the Bible more 
useful in Christian living today,” the 
work has been compiled by an edi- 
torial board headed by Dr. George A. # 
Buttrick, pastor of Madison Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, New York. The 
series of twelve books will feature the 
work of 146 editors, contributors, out- 
standing Bible scholars, and preachers 
from many major evangelical denomi- 
nations and from various countries. 

Seven years have been spent in 
preparing the commentary, and the 
last volume is expected to be ready in 
1957. Intended to enlighten Christian 
preaching and teaching with the fruits 
of recent Biblical research, commen- 
tary pages are characterized by a for- 
mat which consists of the King James 
and Revised Standard Versions of 
the Bible in parallel columns, fol- 
lowed by the exegesis (text clarifica- 
tion) and exposition of the Scriptural 
passage. The total number of words 
in the commentary has been estimated 
at eight million. 
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Alexander Appointed R. E. Director 





New regional director of religious 
education for the Synods of Alabama 
and Tennessee is Rev. James J. Alex- 
ander of Shreveport, Louisiana, who 
assumed his duties October 1. 

Mr. Alexander’s office is located at 


the Woodlawn Presbyterian Church, 
5624 First Avenue North, Birming- 
ham 6, Alabama. The synods of Ala- 
bama and Tennessee have been with- 
out a director of religious education 
for more than two years. 

A graduate of Southwestern Louisi- 
ana Institute and of Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, 
Mr. Alexander has been assistant pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Shreveport, Louisiana, where he has 
had responsibility for the religious 
education program. He was formerly 
pastor of the St. Joseph and Water- 
proof Churches in Louisiana. Before 
entering the Navy in 1944 he was for 
several years a geophysicist with the 
Carter Oil Company and later assis- 
tant professor of physics at South- 
western Louisiana Institute. 


Laubach Begs U.S. to Win Asian Masses 


Dr. Frank Laubach, pioneer liter- 
acy expert, told a dinner meeting of 
nearly two hundred church and busi- 
ness leaders here that there will be “a 
dozen more Koreas” all over Asia un- 
less the United States can win the 
loyalty of the masses of Asian peo- 
ple. 

The dinner, given in Dr. Laubach’s 
honor, was sponsored by the Com- 
mittee on World Literacy and Chris- 
tian Literature of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

Dr. Laubach, who recently returned 
from a seven-months’ working tour 
of Asia, warned that “our everlasting 
advertisement of our terrible weap- 
ons is losing the cold war.” 

“We are losing the masses of Asia 
and Africa,” he said, “because they 
read and hear only how we are using 
our money to make hydrogen bombs 
and jet fighters. This will not awe 
them into submission. It makes them 
hate us. It drives them toward the 
Communists.” 

Not military strength but technical 
skills and resources used in “compas- 
sionate service,” can save Asia from 
becoming “an island of freedom sur- 
rounded by a hostile sea of Commu- 
nism,” Dr. Laubach said. “The masses 
will welcome any nation that unsel- 
fishly offers to help them and has the 
good sense to drive shrewd bargains. 


Dr. Laubach was recently awarded 
a 1951 Roosevelt Medal of Honor for 
his distinguished service in the ad- 
vancement of social justice. Dr. Lau- 
bach has made a unique contribution 
to Christian missions through his lit- 
eracy campaigns which have taught an 
estimated sixty million people to read 
and write. His methods for teaching 
people to read and write in more than 
two hundred languages throughout 
the world have combined picture-sy]- 
lable charts and the “each one teach 
one” idea. —RNS. 


Church Workers Earn Less 


Churches and religious organiza- 
tions are employing fewer workers 
today and are paying them poorer 
salaries in comparison with private 
industry than they did twenty-two 
years ago, according to a U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce release. 

In 1950 the average income per 
full-time employee was $2,276 per 
year. The average for all occupational 
groups in the United States was $3, 
024 per year. In 1929, the first year 
in which the government kept com- 
prehensive statistics on national in- 
come by occupations, the average 
church employee made $1,610 per 
year. In 1929 the average for all oc- 
cupations, however, was only $1,421. 


Plans Made for CO 
Non-Military Duty 


Selective Service has set up a new 
classification for conscientious objec- 
tors, Class 1-O, in preparation for a 
call for objectors to perform civilian 
work as an alternative to draft serv- 
ice. 

The old classification, [V-E, which 
has been in existence since 1940, has 
been abolished by the order. 

At the same time, Selective Service 
instructed local draft boards to give 
conscientious objectors exactly the 
same physical examination as those 
registrants classified 1-A. 

“This provision is based on the 
theory that if a man is not physically 
and mentally qualified for military 
service, he should not be required to 
perform work in lieu of induction,” 
the Selective Service announcement 
declared. 

Draft boards were told to begin 
immediately reclassifying all religious 
objectors. Those with dependents, or 
with agricultural or occupational de- 
ferments, are to be classified accord- 
ingly the same as other registrants. 
Those who would normally be called 
for military duty, were it not for 
their objections, are to be classified 
1-O. 

As soon as President Truman is- 
sues the long-awaited regulations 
spelling out the type of civilian work 
CO’s are to be directed by their local 
boards to perform, the calling of men 
in Class 1-O will begin. 

An additional classification, 1-W, 
has been set up for those objectors 
who are performing, or who have 
completed, the civilian work required 
in lieu of induction. 

Objectors rejected on _ physical 
grounds will be classified 4-F the 
same as those rejected for military 
service. 


—RNS. 





SEND IN YOUR NEWS 


Any news items for inclusion in the 
“Presbyterian News Survey” should 
be sent to the Department of Public 
Relations, The General Council, 324 
Church Street, Decatur, Georgia. 
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Groups for Young 
Adults Increase 


Programs for young adults have 
been started in 622 churches since 
January, 1950, bringing the total num- 
ber of young adult groups in the 
Assembly to 1,862. 

These figures were made available 
by Rev. William P. Anderson, direc- 
tor of Young Adult Work, Board of 
Christian Education. Mr. Anderson 
said a recent survey conducted by his 
department showed that during the 
past twelve months new church pro- 
grams for young adults have de- 
veloped at an average rate of more 
than eleven new programs per week. 

Mr. Anderson said that during the 
same period twenty-seven presbytery 
rallies had ministered to 2,566 young 
adults; nine synod conferences were 
attended by 882 young adults; the 
annual Assembly’s young adult con- 
ference at Montreat registered 233 
young adults. 

Largest synod conference for young 
adults was held at Mo-Ranch, Texas, 
this year, where 279 people were 
registered. Virginia ran a close second 
with 276 delegates at Massanetta 
Springs. The Synod of South Caro- 
lina was third with 225 registered 
young adults. West Virginia and Mis- 
souri were next. 

Mr. Anderson said the statistics in- 
dicate the young adult movement is 
a dynamic part of our Church’s total 
program. He said growth has been 
most rapid at the local church level. 
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Tithing Adventure Proving Success 
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The certificate awarded to each presbytery securing 90% enlist- 


ment in the Tithing Adventure. 


As the SurvEY news section went to 
press, Program of Progress headquar- 
ters had begun receiving encouraging 
signs that the great majority of 
churches are to complete the three- 
month Tithing Adventure program. 

First tangible results came in the 
form of a fifty-dollar check and let- 
ter of encouragement from Rev. C. 
W. Rule, retired minister of La 
Grange, Kentucky. Mr. Rule’s check 
was the first personal contribution to 
the adventure. 

Not long afterwards, according to 
Mr. Clarence Johnson, director of the 
adventure, a check for $1,000 was re- 


Observer, Survey Lead in Readership 


Returns from a recent questionnaire 
circulated in the Synod of Texas 
showed that the Christian Observer is 
the church paper most widely read 
by church officers in the Synod of 
Texas. Next highest in readership was 
the PResBYTERIAN SURVEY. 

Twenty-four per cent of the elders 
and deacons reported they read the 
Christian Observer regularly and 
twenty-two per cent said PResBy- 
TERIAN Survey is their source of 
church information. 

Presbyterian Men, a comparatively 
new publication, ranked third among 
church officers in Texas. Following 
Presbyterian Men in the following 


order were The Presbyterian Out- 
look, The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, and Presbyterian Action. 

The report estimated the combined 
circulations of the six papers to be 
in excess of one hundred ten thousand. 
It also estimated that more than one 
hundred thousand Presbyterian fami- 
lies do not read any church magazine. 

The basic publication of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., is the monthly 
PRESBYTERIAN SuRVEY. This is the of- 
ficial spokesman of the Church, 
through which is presented the con- 
tinuous story of the whole church 
program. 
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ceived from the Sunset Hills Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina. 

On October 1, a check for $20,000 
was received from the First Presby- 
terian Church, Augusta, Georgia. On 
this same date, 1,310 Presbyterian 
churches had decided to participate 
in the program designed to strengthen 
religious education, home and for- 
eign missions, and the individual mem- 
ber’s interest in regular tithing. A 
number of presbyteries had already 
reported that almost 100% of their 
churches were going to participate. 


Mrs. Henderlite Dies . 


Mrs. Langdon Henderlite,. of our 
North Brazil Mission, died on Sep- 
tember 14 in Recife. Rev. W. G. 
Neville, her fellow missionary, writes 
of Mrs. Henderlite: “Courtney Frisk- 
horn Henderlite spent twenty-three 
years as a missionary of our Church 
in Brazil. Those years were filled 
with usefulness to our mission and of 
real service to the national church. 
She will be sorely missed by her 
fellow missionaries and the Brazilians 
for whom she did so much. She lived 
in many houses, but her home was 
always the same. It was open at all 
times to guests, nationals and mis- 
sionaries. All were entertained in a 
beautiful way, and immediately eased 
into feeling ‘at home.’ ” 



















“Like a good book—interesting, at- 
tractive, friendly and arranged so that 
you can find what you’re looking for” 
—that’s Manager Otis G. Henry’s de- 
scription of the new Presbyterian 
Book Store which held its formal 
opening September 23-24 at 1814 Main 
Street, Dallas, Texas. 

The new $250,000 store is modern 
in design and decoration from its 
plate glass front to the tan-and-brown 
zebra wood which lines its back wall. 
Pastel walls, an acoustical ceiling and 





Before formal opening September 24, 
new Dallas store looked spic and span. 
Manager O. G. Henry and staff spent days 
and nights ironing out last-minute de- 
tails. The camera is looking toward the 
front of the store. 
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scientific lighting are intended to 
make things comfortable and quiet for 
the browser, who will find books ar- 
ranged in units according to subject 
matter—from a complete line of re- 
ligious books to the latest in the gen- 
eral book field. 

The new building, which has a base- 
ment and two upper stories in addition 
to the retail area on the ground floor, 
is air-conditioned throughout. The 
basement contains receiving and stor- 
age space, and the upper floors are 
devoted to shipping and accounting 
offices, mail order and periodical de- 
partments, and offices of the synod’s 
regional director of religious educa- 
tion and the executive secretary of 
Dallas Presbytery. 

Of reinforced concrete frame con- 
struction, the building is faced with 
Indiana limestone on its upper stories. 
Pillars of Kasota stone, a soft-textured 
pink material quarried in Minnesota, 
flank the plate glass which extends 
diagonally across the entire width of 
the store front. 

The interior walls are painted in 
soft shades of peach and grey-green, 
and the floor is of green asphalt tile. 

In addition to flourescent lighting in 
the ceiling, neon cove lights have been 
installed above the bookshelves and in- 
dividual ceiling spots are directed on 


New Dallas S$ 


By Larry Denton 


The Daily Times Herald, Dallas, Texas 
Photos By Presbyterian News Service 


Left, modern front of new Presbyterian Book 
Store in Dallas. Heavy plate glass wall and door 
offer to shoppers and prospective browsers full 
view of attractive book displays. 


each of the shelves and book display 
stands, which are built of natural wal- 
nut. 

Besides being a point of distribution 
for all John Knox books, the store also 
carries in stock books from all pub- 
lishers and a full line of Bibles, Sun- 
day-school, and church supplies. 

In the general book field the store 
carries a large and growing selection 
of business and technical books, for 
children and teen-agers, biographies, 
poetry, and a selection of current 
fiction. 

Because of the new building is ex- 
pected to serve as a gathering place 
for Presbyterians of the Southwest, a 
combination chapel and conference 
room was constructed on the third 
floor. 


The store’s southwestern history be- 
gan some forty years ago when the 
church established an outlet in Tex- 
arkana, Arkansas, then considered by 
many to be the most promising young 
city in the region. 

Moved to Dallas in 1943, the store 
occupied a forty-year-old building at 
its present site until February of last 
year, when it was razed to make way 
for the present structure. The store 
moved to temporary quarters at 2010 
Commerce Street, occupying its new 
building in May of this year. 


PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 










—_— a 




















ore Has Qualities of a Good Book 











Unaware of crowd or photographer at opening 
of store, Stuart and Leith Taylor, daughters of 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Taylor, Durant, Oklahoma, 
find a secluded corner for private reading of popu- 
lar children’s books. 












Dr. Edward D. Grant, Executive Secretary of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, visits Manager O. G. Henry in the latter’s office on 
third floor. 


Hiram Isom prepares a book for mailing in 
modern book mail-order department, second floor. 


Pastor and author Dr. J. J. Murray autographs 
copy of his book, A Faith for Youth, for book 
store hostess. Dr. Murray is chairman of the Communion ware and collection plate display is well-lighted and 
Board of Christian Education. attractively arranged. 
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News Briefs 





NAMES IN THE NEWS 


* Washington, Arkansas—The oldest 
Presbyterian minister in the South in 
active service, Dr. John C. Williams, 
celebrated his ninety-third birthday 
recently. An active pastor for sixty- 
six years, he has been pastor of the 
Washington Presbyterian Church for 
twenty-six years, chairman and treas- 
urer of Arkansas Synod’s Home Mis- 
sion committee for forty-one years, 
and chairman and treasurer of the 
Home Mission committee of Ouachita 
Presbytery for fifty-eight years. 


* Clarksville, Arkansas—Dr. Fred A. 
Walker resigned recently as president 
of The College of the Ozarks. He has 
accepted the position of religious su- 
perintendent for the Presbyterian 
Orphanage at Farmington, Missouri. 


* Winchester, Virginia—Mrs. A. P. 
Jones of Roanoke was named presi- 
dent of the Women of the Church for 
the Synod of Virginia at its recent 
meeting here. She succeeds Mrs. Paul 
K. Buckles of Newport News. 


* Louisville Kentucky—Dr. William 
A. Benfield, pastor, Highland Presby- 
terian Church here, has been given 
leave by his session to do part-time 
teaching of homiletics at the Baptist 
Seminary in Louisville until a full-time 
Baptist professor can be found for the 
position. 


* Roanoke, Virginia—Dr. Robert A. 
Lapsley, Jr., pastor, First Presbyterian 
Church, Roanoke, has announced plans 
for retirement because of poor health. 
Pastor of the First Church for the 
past twenty-one years, Dr. Lapsley 
will sever the pastoral relationship 
December 31. 


* Orangeburg, South Carolina—Dr. 
Frank B. Estes, pastor of Orangeburg’s 
First Presbyterian Church, has re- 
ceived the first field appointment of 
the Committee on Ministry to De- 
fense Communities which operates 
under the auspices of the Division of 
Home Missions of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. He will co-ordinate 


activities among denominations which 
belong to the National Council in the 
area surrounding the Atomic Energy 
Commission’s vast Savannah River 
hydrogen bomb plant. 


* Camden, Arkansas—Friends of the 
late Dr. S. J. Patterson, Sr., will enjoy 
the little biography, One Man’s Fam- 
ily, recently published by the Hurley 
Publishing Company, Camden, 


WITH OUR CHURCHES 


* Clifton Forge, Virginia—The Clif- 
ton Forge Presbyterian Church, which 
grew from a small women’s sewing 
circle in 1879 to one of the strongest 
churches in Montgomery Presbytery, 
celebrated its seventieth anniversary 
recently. Rev. Tipton C. Bales, D.D., 
is pastor. 


* Roswell, Georgia—The Roswell 
Presbyterian Church celebrated its 
112th year the first week in October 
with special services each night. 


% Tazewell, Virginia—September 14 
marked the hundredth anniversary of 
the founding of the Jeffersonville Pres- 
byterian Church, now the Tazewell 
Presbyterian Church. 


* Charlotte, North Carolina—A cam- 
paign for $300,000 has been begun by 
the Myers Park Presbyterian Church 
to provide $150,000 for its own needs 
and the same amount to be used to 
help Trinity and Selwyn Avenue Pres- 
byterian churches and other smaller 
Presbyterian churches in their build- 
ing projects. The amount to be used 
by Myers Park is for a children’s de- 
partment. The goal of the Myers Park 
Church is to “give to others as much 
as we spend on ourselves.” 


x Jackson, Mississippi—Members of 
the congregation of the First Presby- 
terian Church here heard the peal of 
an ancient bell that has remained 
silent over a period of almost sixty 
years during the first service in their 
new $700,000 church building. The 
bell, weighing 800 pounds and molded 
from a Civil War cannon, was installed 
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in the tower of the church’s first build- 
ing after the Civil War. It had hung 
in the second building since 1893, un- 
used because its vibration was deemed 
a threat to the steeple. Cornerstone 
for the new church was laid July 10, 
1950, in a ceremony in which the late 
Dr. R. Girard Lowe, then pastor, par- 
ticipated. A $25,000 pipe érgan given 
to the church by the R. D. Sanders 
Foundation in memory of Dr. Lowe 
will be installed upon its arrival 
in December. 


* Orange, Virginia—Construction has 
begun on the new $55,000 addition to 
the educational building of the Orange 
Presbyterian Church, according to 
Rev. H. Edwin Pickard, pastor. 


* Richmond, Virginia—Fairfield Pres- 
byterian Church has dedicated its new 
Sunday-school annex which was re- 
cently completed at an approximate 
cost of $25,000. 


* Staunton, Virginia—One of the 
city’s most worthy causes is the Milk 
Fund, started some years ago by the 
Men’s Brotherhood Bible Class of the 
First Presbyterian Church and oper- 
ated wholly by volunteers. Over 
1,300 quarts of grade A milk are dis- 
tributed each month to undernour- 
ished children, and demands upon the 
fund have grown so much that a gen- 
eral appeal is now being made. 


* Knoxville, Tennessee — Ministers 
and elders of Presbyterian churches of 
Knox County recently organized a 
new church for the Holston Hills sec- 
tion of Knoxville. 


* Dallas, Texas—First services held 
in the new John Knox Presbyterian 
Church were dedicated to Rev. 
H. C. Foster, young minister of the 
church who at the time SURVEY went 
to Press was still confined to his bed 
in Parkland Hospital with bulbar type 
poliomyelitis. He has been pastor of 
the church since June, 1950, and is 
largely responsible for the successful 
building program. Friends are now re- 
ceiving contributions to the H. C. 
Foster Fund, $4,698.88 having been re- 
ceived as of September 25. 


WITH OUR SYNODS 
AND PRESBYTERIES 


* Synod of Alabama—New Modera- 
tor is Rev. Robert Harvey Walkup, 
Superintendent of Home Missions and 
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Minister of Community Presbyterian 
Church, Toulminville. 

The next meeting will be held in 
September, 1952, at Government 
Street Presbyterian Church, Mobile, 
Alabama. 

Synod authorized purchase of 140- 
acre tract near Tallassee for synod 
conference grounds. It also voted to 
receive Central Alabama Presbytery 
into the Synod when Snedecor Me- 
morial Synod is officially dissolved. 


* Synod of Appalachia—New Mod- 
erator is Rev. F. J. Brooke, Jr., D.D., 
pastor, Abingdon, Virginia. The next 
meeting will be held in First Presby- 
terian Church, Asheville, North Caro- 
lina. 

The Synod will take over religious 
activities work among Presbyterian 
students at the University of Tennes- 
see. Rev. George Dunlap Hopper 
will be in charge of the work. It ap- 
proved a million-dollar campaign for 
King College and adopted an overture 
to the General Assembly seeking 
funds for that institution. 


* Synod of Arkansas—New Modera- 
tor is Rev. A. F. Fogartie, D.D., pas- 
tor, First Presbyterian Church, Jones- 
boro. 

The next meeting of Synod will be 
the centennial meeting which will be 
held in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Little Rock, where the Synod was 
founded. 

Synod voted to authorize merger 
committee to enter final negotiations 
with an Oklahoma Synod group 
(U.S.A. Church) to merge Arkansas 
College, Batesville, with College of 
the Ozarks, Clarksville. This joint 
committee met at Fort Smith Novem- 
ber 13. Present merger plan calls for 
the college to be located at Batesville 
and to be named The College of the 
Ozarks. 

Rev. George McKee, pastor at 
Mountain Home, was elected “Mod- 
erator in Nomination” for next year’s 
centennial meeting. 


* Synod of Georgia—Rev. Ewell 
L. Nelson, Vidalia, was elected Mod- 
erator for 1951-52. 

Presbyterian Home, Inc., Synod’s 
home for the aged, was dedicated at 
the Synod meeting. The first unit and 
the superintendent’s home represent 
an investment of $90,000. Ten guests 
are now resident and enlargement 
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plans are under way. 

It voted to receive Carolina-Geor- 
gia Presbytery into Synod when 
Snedecor Memorial Synod is dis- 
solved. 

Chester F. Monk was elected stated 
clerk and L. B. Gibbs, Recording 
Clerk, both for three-year terms. 
H. A. Erion was elected Assistarit 
Clerk. 


* Synod of Louisiana—New Moder- 
ator is Rev. John W. Bracey, pastor, 
Metairie Ridge Presbyterian Church. 
Rev. Lee Gage, Welch, was elected 
stated clerk and Rev. R. McNair 
Smith, assistant clerk. Dr. W. G. 
Foster, Jr., Alexandria, Louisiana, was 
elected to serve on the General As- 
sembly’s Committee on Co-operation 
and Union. 

The Synod agreed to enter a cam- 
paign to secure $200,000 to provide 
scholarships for Southwestern at 
Memphis, Synod’s only college. 

It voted to receive the Louisiana- 
Mississippi Presbytery as soon as 
Snedecor Memorial Synod is dissolved. 


* Synod of Kentucky—Met in joint 
session with the Presbyterian Church, 
US.A., for the first time, marking 
the rsoth anniversary of Presbyterian- 
ism in Kentucky. 


Synod of Mississippi—Elected Dr. 
R. S. Woodson, pastor, First Presby- 
terian Church, Yazoo City, as new 
Moderator and voted to return to 
Jackson, Mississippi, for next year’s 
synod meeting. 

Dr. G. T. Gillespie, president, Bel- 
haven College, read a memorial serv- 
ice to the late Dr. R. E. Girard Lowe, 
who was to have preached the open- 
ing sermon for Synod. 


* Synod of South Carolina—Dr. 
Malcolm A. MacDonald, president, 
Thornwell Orphanage, was named 
new moderator. 

The Synod restored $2,000 Town- 
send Fund and placed it at Presby- 
terian College, Clinton, with interest 
to be used toward ministerial scholar- 
ships. 

Reported $5,000,000 had been spent 
on building program in the Synod in 
the past five years, $1,500,000 now 
under construction. 


* Synod of Texas—The centennial 
meeting for the Synod of Texas was 
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held October 9-11 in the University 
Presbyterian Church, Austin. Dr. 
James Ross McCain, Moderator of 
the General Assembly, was the prin- 
cipal speaker on October 9. His topic 
was “The Reformed Theology and 
Present Day Living.” 

Ways and means for increasing the 
effectiveness of the Church’s work 
in Texas were highlighted at the 
synod meeting. 

A thirty-two page _ tabloid-size 
special edition of The Texas Presby- 
terian was published to commemorate 
the centennial meeting. The news- 
paper, with its statements by church 
leaders in the Synod, message from 
the Moderator, articles about church 
publications, and accounts of the 
findings of research on the Synod, 
will be a valuable reminder of the 
fine work being done by Presby- 
terians in Texas. 


WITH OUR SCHOOLS 
AND INSTITUTIONS 


* Austin, Texas—Eight student fami- 
lies have moved into the new $65,000 
Seminary apartment building made 
possible through the generosity of 
Presbyterians in the Synod of Louisi- 
ana. Louisiana Synod concluded its 
drive for $150,000 last November. 

During October Arkansas Presby- 
terians launched their $125,000 cam- 
paign for Austin Seminary. Purpose 
of the campaign is to endow a Chair 
of Evangelism and Field Work in 
the Seminary. 

The Seminary’s enrollment reached 
a peak of 130 this year with the en- 
rollment of forty-two new students, 
including three from foreign coun- 
tries. 

Jim Logan, Austin Seminary stu- 
dent, will serve as president of the 
Southwest Region of the Intersemin- 
ary Movement this year. The Inter- 
seminary Movement is composed of 
eight seminaries in the Southwest. 

Dr. James I. McCord, who has been 
abroad for a year’s study in con- 
tinental theology at New College, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, has returned to 
his position as dean of Austin Semi- 
nary. 


* Batesville, Arkansas—Board of 
Trustees of Arkansas College recently 
reported the completion of a three- 


























year money raising campaign with a 
total of $506,000 in cash and pledges 
for the school’s endowment and build- 
ing funds. 


* Richmond, Virginia—More than 
eighty new students were enrolled in 
Union Theological Seminary this fall, 
the largest single group ever to enter 
the school. 


* Greensboro, North Carolina—Of- 
ficials of the Presbyterian Home of 
North Carolina, the Synod’s home for 
the aged, have announced the ap- 
pointment of Richard A. Short, bursar 
of High Point College, as business 
manager and superintendent of the 
home. The home, first of its kind for 
Presbyterians in the state, will be 
ready about the first of the year and 
will receive from twenty to twenty- 
five guests. Plans are under way for 
a second unit next year to increase the 
home’s capacity to sixty. 


* Red Springs, North Carolina— 
Flora Macdonald College opened its 
fifty-sixth year with an enrollment 
of 270 students, representing nine 
states and one foreign country. 

New faculty members include: Dr. 
Charles G. Vardell, Jr., Dean of the 
Conservatory of Music and formerly 
of Salem College, Winston-Salem; 
Miss Margaret Bowen, Bluefield, West 
Virginia, associate professor in the 
new department of Christian educa- 
tion; James V. Cobb, Jr., of Memphis, 
Tennessee, choral director and pro- 
fessor of voice; Miss Ellie Mae Sow- 
der, Chattanooga, Tennessee, associate 
professor of mathematics; and Charles 
N. Watson, Blacksburg, Virginia, as- 
sociate professor of English. 


* Maxton, North Carolina—New 
business manager for Presbyterian 
Junior College is Milton A. Reilly, 
new head of the Department of Busi- 
ness Administration. Mr. Reilly has 
served since 1946 at The Citadel in 
Charleston, South Carolina, in the 
Department of Business Administra- 
tion. 


* Kingsville, Texas—Mr. Robert L. 
Bidwell, who taught at Tex.-Mex. in 
1948-1949, has been elected principal 
and assumed his duties late in Septem- 
ber upon his release from the Air 
Force. 

William R. Jarvis, who has been 
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on leave of absence taking special 
work at Austin Seminary, has re- 
turned to assume his duties as Bible 
teacher and director of religious and 
recreational activities. 


* Taft, Texas—Pres.-Mex. School for 
Girls has an enrollment for 1951-52 
of seventy-seven students, or ten over 
last year’s enrollment. Forty of these 
are from Texas and thirty-seven from 
Mexico. 

New faculty members include: 
Miss Helen Cassell, Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia, graduate of Montreat College 
and A.T.S., who is teaching Bible 
and stenographic training; and Miss 
Helen Thorington, Taft, graduate of 
Austin College, who is in charge of 
the Music Department. 


* Clinton, South Carolina—A dream 
of many years was realized recently 
when Thornwell Orphanage em- 
ployed H. A. Bauknight as part-time 
band instructor, making a band for 
Thornwell possible. 


* Richmond, Virginia—The General 
Assembly’s Training School this year 
has students from seventeen states and 
two foreign countries and graduates 
of sixty colleges and universities. Miss 
Sara Little, Charlotte, North Carolina, 
is a new faculty member and will 
direct the field work program and 
teach courses in religious education. 
Miss Rachel Henderlite, who spent 
last year in Japan on the faculty at 
Kinjo College, has rejoined the 
A.TS. faculty. 


* Decatur, Georgia—Dr. Wallace 
M. Alston was inaugurated as third 
president of Agnes Scott College on 
October 23. Many college presidents 
and hundreds of other representatives 
from institutions of higher learning 
over the nation formed the colorful 
academic procession at the official 
induction ceremony. Principal speaker 
at the inaugural ceremony was Presi- 
dent Sarah G. Blanding of Vassar Col- 
lege. Dr. Alston succeeded Dr. J. R. 
McCain, who retired July 1 after 
heading Agnes Scott for twenty-eight 
years. 


WITH OUR AGENCIES 


Board of World Missions, 
Nashville, Tennessee 


* The resignation of Nathaniel Heeth, 
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who has been assistant to the Treas- 
urer, was announced at the October 
9 meeting of the Board. Mr. Heeth 
resigned in September in order to en- 
ter Columbia Seminary to study for 
the ministry. 


* The Board has appointed the fol- 
lowing delegates to the annual meet- 
ing of the Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the National Council of 
Churches to be held in Toronto, Jan- 
uary 3-6, 1952: Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
Dr. Hugh Bradley, Dr. J. P. McCal- 
lie, Dr. Marion A. Boggs, Dr. James 
A. Jones, Dr. D. J. Cumming, Dr. 
H. E. Russell, Dr. James E. Bear, and 
two women to be appointed by the 
Board of Women’s Work. Alternates 
are Dr. Alfred Mathes, Mrs. H. C. 
Bleckschmidt, Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs. 


WITH OUR MISSIONARIES 


Korea Mission 


* The Board of World Missions has 
cleared the way for three Methodist 
medical missionaries to become as- 
sociate members of our Korea Mission 
to help carry on our work there. The 
Methodist Mission carried on its work 
in North Korea and so is unable to 
continue its work. Our Church and 
the Methodist Church will share the 
expenses of these missionaries, but 
they will work directly under our 
Mission. A nurse for the Canadian 
Presbyterian Church is already work- 
ing in such relationship in our hos- 
pital in Chunju. These workers will 
have much the same relationship to 
our Mission as our missionaries in 
Formosa have to the Canadian Pres- 
byterian Church Mission there. 


* Rev. Joe B. Hopper, Miss Margaret 
Pritchard, and H. Petrie Mitchell 
sailed the last of September for Korea. 
They are the first group that has 
received clearance to return to Korea 
from this country. Mrs, Bruce Cum- 
ming, who is a nurse, has recently 
returned to Korea from Japan and 
will help Dr. Herbert Codington in 
carrying on medical work in Kwangju. 


Formosa 

* Dr. and Mrs. George A. Hudson 
sailed September 29 from Galveston, 
Texas, on their way to Formosa. The 
Hudsons are veteran China mission- 
aries and are the first of our mission- 
aries to get government permission to 
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go from this country to Formosa. 
Dr. Hudson has been speaking in the 
various southern states since his re- 
turn from China on the nature and 
menace of communism. He has pub- 
lished a little booklet titled “Com- 
munism in China and Its Challenge,” 
which is available at 3¢ per copy plus 
postage from the Decatur Presby- 
terian Church, Decatur, Georgia. Dr. 
and Mrs. Hudson will join Dr. and 
Mrs. James N. Montgomery and Miss 
Lillian Wells, others of our mission- 
aries who have been working in For- 
mosa. They will work with the Cana- 
dian Presbyterian Church there. 


* Miss Gussie Fraser and Miss 
Marguerite Mizell, both former China 
missionaries, were scheduled to sail 
sometime the latter part of November 
for Formosa. Miss Mizell has been 
working with the First Presbyterian 
Church in Dallas since her return to 
this country from China. 


* Mrs. O. V. Armstrong, who long 
served in the business office of our 
China Mission, has been approved to 
go to Formosa. There she will serve 
in a business capacity in relation to 
the Bible Depot, book room, and the 
China Sunday School Association. 
Mrs. Armstrong will also work with 
the Canadian Presbyterian Church in 
Formosa and will sail as soon as clear- 
ance can be obtained. 


Japan Mission 

* The following missionaries sailed 
September 24 for Japan: Rev. and 
Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, experienced 
China missionaries, going to the Kobe 
Chinese work; Dr. and Mrs. Frank 
A. Brown, Jr., formerly of China, 
now transferred to Japan where Dr. 
Brown will supervise the building and 
opening of our first hospital for Japa- 
nese; Miss Catherine Fultz, who is 
going out for a three-year teaching 
period at Kinjo Girls’ High School 
and College in Nagoya; Dr. Landolt, 
brother-in-law of Rev. Lardner Moore 
(now in U.S. on furlough from 
Japan), who is going to Japan for six 
months to assist in our Men’s Chris- 
tian College in Zentsuji, Shikoku, dur- 
ing Mr. Moore’s absence; and Miss 
Margaret Sells, returning for her 
third term of service in the Orient. 


* Miss Jean Holmes of our Japan 
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Mission and Mr. Malcolm Carrick, 
a Presbyterian, U.S.A. missionary to 
Japan, will be married November 28. 
Miss Holmes is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. L. E. Holmes, Harlingen, 
Texas. She went to Japan in the fall 
of 1950 and has been serving there as 
an evangelistic missionary. 


* Rev. and Mrs. Arch B. Taylor an- 
nounce the birth of a son, Samuel, 
on September 15, 1951, in Japan. The 
Taylors are China missionaries who 
have been serving in Japan since it 
became necessary to leave China. 


Congo Mission 

* Miss Florence Moore, who has 
served one term in our Congo Mis- 
sion as an evangelistic missionary, 
was married on September 7 to Mr. 
Charles A. Sthreshley. The ceremony 
took place in Ashland, Virginia. Miss 
Moore is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Moore of Ashland. Mr. 
Sthreshley is a student at Union Semi- 
nary, Richmond, and Mrs. Sthreshley 
will take some special studies at the 
Richmond Professional Institute. 


* Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Longenecker 
have been retired from active service 
as missionaries to the Belgian Congo. 
He is now serving a church in Quit- 
man, Georgia. The Longeneckers 
have a daughter, Miss Alice Longe- 
necker, who is serving as a missionary 
nurse in the Congo, and another 
daughter, Mrs. Joe B. Hopper, who 
is a missionary to Korea, temporarily 
in this country due to conditions 
there. Their son, J. H. Longenecker, 
Jr., is a student at Columbia Seminary. 


* Mr. and Mrs. John Franklin Watt 
left the Congo October 20 to come 
to this country on their regular fur- 
lough. They are staying at~ Mission 
Court, Richmond, Virginia, while in 
this country. 


Brazil Mission 

* The resignation of Rev. William 
H. Benchoff as missionary in the 
East Brazil Mission was accepted by 
the Board at its last meeting. Mr. 
Benchoff, who has served in Campo 
Belo, resigned because of ill health. 
He has accepted a position as pastor 
of the Bethpage Church, Kannapolis, 
North Carolina. 


iT: 
Distinctive Gift 
A HARPER BIBLE 


For a gift that will long be 
cherished, select one of the 
Bibles from this list. 

















































India Paper Red Letter 


Bible No. 2415xRL. Superbly 
printed on ‘‘Micropake” India paper 
in easy-to-read Clearblack pronounc- 
ing type, words of Christ in red. 
45x7” in size and less than 1” thick. 
Includes references, concordance and 
maps. Bound in genuine leather, half- 
circuit covers, gold over red edges, 
Gift-Pak box. $11.50 
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Beautiful Pocket 


Concordance Bible 


No. 2217x. Here is a prac- 
tical, pocket-size Bible 
with references and con- 
cordance, pencil slim and 
flexible, yet completely 
readable. It’s only 43x 
674” in size—just 15/32” 
thick—light and easy to 
carry. Bound in hand- 
grained Morocco leather, 
half circuit covers, leather 
lined, India paper, gold 
edges, Gift-Pak box. 
$12.50 















Vest Pocket Testament 
For Servicemen 


TP 39x (Blue) or TP 41x (Brown). 
This Testament with Psalms fits 
easily into a vest pocket. Type is 
clear and self-pronouncing. Printed on 
““Micropake” India paper. Bound in 
blue or brown fabkote, overlapping 
covers, edges stained to match cover. 
Size 254x334”, just %4” thick. Packed 
in cardboard carton. $2.50 





{White Bible for 
the Bride-to-Be 


411530x. Bound in soft, flex- 
jible, genuine white leather 
i(washable), gold edges, 
1 Orange Blossom gold roll 
2: jand Marriage Certificate. 
Printed on fine India 
t paper in clear Ruby type. 
Rel Size 3'2x5%4”" 9/16” thick. 
Both beautiful and serviceable . 
and an excellent gift for the Bride. 


Gift-Pak box included. $8.50 
King James Version 


in all the above 


These and many other Harper Bibles are 
on sale from coast to coast. See them at 


your book dealer. 
HARPER & BROTHERS, PUBLISHERS 


















A wealth of PRESBYTERIANA 


A HANDBOOK 
FOR PRESBYTERIANS 


Prepared by the officers of the 
LEXINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA 


easy-to-grasp answers 


on Christian life 
on Presbyterian beliefs 
on Church organization 


concise history 


of the Christian Church 
of the Presbyterian Church 





of famous Christians 














aids to worship 











a plan for Bible study 


ancient and modern prayers 








suggested reading 


maps, charts, other data 





about the foreign mission 
fields 


directory of addresses 


statistics on church member- 
ship 








Cloth, $1.75 
Paper, $1.00 ih 


rd < Use this handy coupon 





Please send me number of copies indicated. 


to order today! 
[] A HANDBOOK FOR PRESBYTERIANS @ $1.75 


[] Check enclosed [] Charge my account 
PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia 
Dept. PS, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia Box 1020, Dallas 1, Texas 
Dept. PSD, Box 1020, Dallas 1, Texas 
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| Alnion Theological Semviwary 


RICHMOND, VA. 
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PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 














